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FIGURE THIS! Olive Branch youngsters skate among nation’s best in fi nals. P6

Topple the truck

As the start of the 2018-19 school year 

approached, a scramble happens each 

year in stores all over by moms and dads 

all trying to make sure their youngsters 

have the tools they need to learn.

That means a rush on those stores 

to get the pencils and erasers, pens, 

notebooks, binders and other supplies 

required during the course of the day in 

the classroom. 

Many parents can go through the 

school supply list and get everything 

they need at their local discount retailer 

or offi ce supply store. 

However, some may not have that fi -

nancial opportunity and for that, DeSoto 

County businesses have been generous 

in helping fi ll the need.  

Many companies have school supply 

drives and then will give to specifi c 

schools the items their students will 

need get ahead at the start of the school 

year. 

But, one of the more well-known school 

year events to fi ll the supply list for 

all DeSoto County Schools is from the 

Chick-fi l-A restaurants in Olive Branch 

and Southaven. 

Called “Topple the Truck,” the two 

locations in DeSoto County promote do-

nations to the program to its customers 

during the weeks ahead of the fi rst day 

of classes.  

“We know the students are the fu-

ture of our community so we want to 

fi nd ways to help give back,” said Olive 

Branch Chick-fi l-A operator Brandon 

Paulsen. “This is just a small way to help 

out and partner together as Chick-fi l-A 

to try to help out and serve our commu-

nity.”  

Stuart Davidson, the operator of the 

Southaven Chick-fi l-A, said the “Topple 

the Truck” program has backed DeSoto 

County Schools for several years.  

All clear 
for water 

alert

Residents in a section of 

Hernando affected by a Boil 

Water Alert earlier in the week 

have been told that their water 

is again safe to drink. 

On Wednesday, city offi cials 

imposed its own alert for about 

4,746 customers served by the 

City of Hernando-Jaybird wa-

ter supply. They subsequently 

informed the Mississippi De-

partment of Health (DOH) of a 

system-wide pressure loss due 

to a malfunction at the pump.

According to the DOH, when 

a distribution system loses 

pressure, contaminants can 

siphon back into the water. 

Public health offi cials consider 

any system that loses pressure 

contaminated until tests prove 

otherwise. Health offi cials 

strongly recommend that all 

water be boiled vigorously for 

one minute before it is con-

sumed.

Through the course of 

testing for contaminants, it 

was determined the water was 

safe to drink again and the 

city informed residents of the 

all-clear at mid-morning on 

Friday.  

One of the areas affected by 

the Boil Water Alert was at 

Hernando Hills Elementary 

School, which benefi tted from a 

donation of water bottles from 

the Hernando Kroger Market-

place store in Hernando.  

The Kroger store donated 

1,700 bottles of water to the 

school Thursday morning.  

Corporate partners support county schools

Group to start mentoring program in schools
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‘We know the students are the 
future of our community so we 
want to fi nd ways to help give 

back.’

Brandon Paulsen, Olive Branch Chick-fi l-A
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Chick-fi l-A’s annual Topple the Truck fundraiser for DeSoto County Schools delivered school supplies Monday afternoon to the DCS Central 
Services offi  ce in Hernando. The Chick-fi l-A locations in Southaven and Olive Branch collected items for schools to have access to during the 
year. A percentage of sales from Monday, July 30 at the locations has also been donated to the Foundation for Excellence in Learning grant 
program. That check totaled $2,440.21. From left are Brandon Paulsen, Stuart Davidson, Darnell Alexander, Kay Fox and Kimberly Jones, all 
representing Chick-fi l-A.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

DeSoto County, despite having one of the 

top-performing public school districts in the 

state of Mississippi, still has students who, for 

whatever reason, are not reaching their full 

academic and/or character potential. 

With support from a non-profi t initiative of 

the county Rotary Clubs, two new programs 

will be started later this fall at three of the 

DeSoto County Schools (DCS) campuses to 

help close that gap. 

A fundraiser dinner has been planned with 

featured speaker Walt Grayson of Mississippi 

Public Broadcasting to spearhead a public 

support for the effort. The dinner will take 

place Tuesday, Aug. 14, starting at 6:30 p.m., 

and will be held at Whispering Woods Hotel 

and Conference Center in Olive Branch.  

Called Rotary Family Youth Initiative, or 

FYI, the Rotary Clubs of Hernando, Olive 

Branch and Southaven are combining to raise 

funds to start a program called Peer Power at 

Southaven High School, along with another 

program called The Leader in Me at Horn 

Lake and Olive Branch intermediate schools. 

The vision is to bring the program to more 

schools in the future as the need is discovered 

and funding becomes available.  

Peer Power is a program based in Mem-

phis that is contracting with Rotary FYI to 

train teachers and high-achieving academic 

students to mentor selected Southaven High 

School classmates.  

“Peer Power will put together a program for 

mentoring, whether it be history, biology or 

math,” said Bob Bickley, Rotary FYI presi-

dent. “The mentoring students will get paid 

to do that and the teachers will get a little 
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Rotarian Bob Bickley and community leader P. Carson Culver are among those 
involved in the Rotary District 6800 Family Youth Initiative, which is holding a 
dinner event on Tuesday, Aug. 14. The dinner and program will raise awareness 
and assist in funding two educational programs in the DeSoto County School 
District to bolster student achievement funded outside the district budget. 
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