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Thankful hearts

As families gather around a table fi lled 

with food this Thanksgiving Day to give 

thanks for their blessings, there will 

be some families that will also gather 

around a table of food that may not look 

as bountiful.

At the same time, those families will 

be grateful they have even that much to 

serve for Thanksgiving and share in the 

holiday. 

They are the people in DeSoto County 

and elsewhere that, for whatever reason, 

daily deal with issues that prevent them 

from fi lling their freezers, refrigerators 

and pantries with food items they need 

for a healthy life and well-being.  

That is where food pantries, such as 

the Olive Branch Food Pantry, come in 

to fi ll the gap. 

According to Pantry Administrator 

Sheila Sneed, the Olive Branch Food 

Pantry provides its clients with food 

stuffs twice a week, Tuesday mornings 

and again Thursday evenings.  

“We serve anywhere from 200-250 peo-

ple a month,” said Sneed. 

Clients are allowed to visit once a 

month and get food stuffs, canned goods 

and the other items the pantry has avail-

able. They may also come weekly to get 

produce. 

“We set our produce out in our front 

room and they get to shop for what they 

want,” Sneed explained. “I feel everyone 

eats different and you might like lettuce 

and I might not, so if we put it out in 

a bag and send it home with you, how 

much of that is being thrown away? We 

put it out here and they get to get whatev-

er they want.”

The food comes from private dona-

tions and food drives, such as one being 

HeartLand
pantry 

seeking 
prayers

The HeartLand Hands Food 

Pantry, which feeds thousands 

of individuals across DeSoto 

County and the Mid-South, is 

seeking prayers for its future 

and a new place to call home.

HeartLand Church, in which 

the food pantry has been 

housed for the past 13 years, 

is relocating to a smaller, 

down-sized church facility on 

Getwell Road.

Plans call for the church to 

celebrate its fi rst service on 

Christmas Eve, according to 

Mike Higgins, who is pastor of 

the separate food pantry min-

istry as well as several other 

area ministries.

HeartLand Hands Food 

Pantry, Inc. is located one 

block east of Interstate 55 off 

the Stateline Road Exit. The 

entire building, which com-

prises a total of 124,000 square 

feet, is located east of Kroger 

and attached to the west side of 

HeartLand Church.

The HeartLand Church and 

food pantry space, all of which 

is owned by the City of South-

aven, is listed on the commer-

cial real estate market for a 

reported asking price of $1.5 

million.

The HeartLand Church oc-

cupied 67,000 square feet of the 

124,000 square feet.

Higgins had praise for 

Southaven Mayor Darren 

Musselwhite, who Higgins said 

Pantry helps all enjoy holiday

Courtesy Photo

Students in the Local Culture Class at Hernando High School recently toured Rose Hill at 

Mussacuna Plantation, which dates to 1849, one of the oldest in DeSoto County.

Students take history tour

SEE THANKFUL HEARTS, P2

SEE HEARTLAND, P2

‘We decided that as long as we 
have the donations coming in, 

whoever walks through the door 
and wants food, they’re going to 

get food.’

Sheila Sneed, Olive Branch Food Pantry

Bob Bakken|DTT

Olive Branch Food Pantry volunteer Marie Shelton straightens canned goods on the shelf Tuesday morning, one of the two days that clients 

can come and collect food that they need. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

2440 McIngvale Rd., Hernando
662.449.1630

2600 Panola St., Hernando
662.449.1089

5960 Getwell Rd., Suite 112, Southaven
662.874.5400
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Students, don’t start school without SAM!
Your SAM bank account will help you get Smart About your Money!  

•	 FREE	Online	Banking		 •	 No	monthly	service	charge
•	 FREE	Mobile	Banking	 •	 ATM	fee	refunds

*Applicants	must	be	a	full-time	student	up	to	24	years	of	age	and	receive	electronic	receipt	of	monthly	statement.	
Fees	may	apply.
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Students in the Local Culture Class 
at Hernando High School toured one 
of the oldest homes in DeSoto County 
this past week, gaining insight into life 
from the late 1800s.

Teacher Margaret Hicks said her 
students learned a great deal about 
the pivotal period in DeSoto County’s 
history, which occurred a decade after 
the county’s founding in 1836.

“When I asked my class who had 

been in a home from the 1800s, only 
two students raised their hands,” Hicks 
said. “I knew then where we needed to 
go on our fi eld trip. I wanted them to 
be able to stand in a room and imagine 
what it would be like to live then and be 
surrounded by objects from the past. I 
wanted them to try to take history out 
of a textbook and instead immerse and 
put themselves in what daily life would 
have been like.”

SEE HISTORY TOUR, P2
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