
DeSoto County supervisors are set to 
enforce Gov. Tate Reeves’ executive order 
establishing a statewide shelter-in-place 
for Mississippi to slow the spread of  
COVID-19 and protect the health of  state 
residents.  

Supervisors and county department 
heads heard Gov. Reeves announcement 
in the board room at the County Admin-
istrative Building in Hernando Wednes-
day afternoon. 

“This is a somber time for our country 
and our state,” Reeves said in his re-
marks. “We are all in grave danger, from 
coast to coast. As leaders, our top priori-
ty is and always will be the safety of  our 
citizens.”

The governor went on to say the shel-
ter-in-place order will begin at 5 p.m. on 
Friday, April 3. Right now, the order is 

expected to stay in place until Monday, 
April 20, at 8 a.m.  

Reeves said the execution of  the order 
has come after continual discussions 
with state health experts, who Tuesday 
reported the state needed to issue the 
shelter-in-place order.   

“Every day, for the last several weeks, 
I have asked our health experts whether 
it is time for the ultimate action of  a 
shelter in place order statewide,” Reeves 
said. “Yesterday, for the first time, we got 

the answer we had been anticipating. 
They told me we are now at the point in 
Mississippi’s cycle where such drastic 
restrictions are required.”

Reeves said the decision to move with 
the order will be enforced and taken very 
seriously.

“We will get through this and open 
our state back up as soon as our health 
experts tell me it is wise,” Reeves said. 

Under the executive order, individuals 
are to stay at home except for the limit-
ed allowances in the order. People must 
follow social distancing guidelines. 

Evictions are suspended although rent 
and mortgage payments are still to be 
paid.  

All non-essential businesses are to stop 
all activities other than those needed for 
minimum operations.  

Restaurants and bars may stay open 
for drive-thru, curbside and/or delivery 
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Shelter in place Car 
dealers 

hit by 
theft ring

Four auto dealerships in 

DeSoto County are among eight 

locations in the Mid-South area 

that have been hit by a car theft 

ring.

The thefts have occurred 

within the last two weeks, said 

Kent Richey with the Greater 

Memphis Auto Dealers Asso-

ciation (GMADA). The group, 

which at times may have num-

bered  up to 15, have entered 

dealerships after hours, stolen 

vehicles and caused damage 

that totaled in the tens of  thou-

sands of  dollars.  

Richey identified the auto 

dealerships in DeSoto County 

that have been hit as Landers 

Nissan; Landers Chrysler, 

Dodge, Jeep, and Ram; and 

Enterprise Auto Sales in South-

aven; along with DeSoto Auto 

Sales in Olive Branch.  

According to Richey, the 

thieves look for keys and then 

match the keys to their vehicle.

The crooks have not struck 

just once, but several times, 

according to the GMADA news 

release. A Collierville location 

was struck at least three times 

and at dealerships in South-

aven, “the perpetrators scaled 

barriers, broke windows and 

doors, and used stolen vehicles 

as battering rams in attempts 
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DeSoto County Supervisors President Jesse Medlin answers questions after hearing Gov. Tate Reeves issue a shelter in place order statewide, 

which will begin at 5 p.m. Friday evening and last through Monday morning, April 20. 

Residents of an Olive Branch senior 
living facility were no doubt anxious to 
enjoy some time out of their rooms amid 
the coronavirus pandemic Sunday, so 
a break to sit out in the sunshine and 
listen to music was a welcome treat. 

Jeanna Julson and Andy Blanken-
ship, both active in Theatre Memphis, 
entertained residents of the Olive Grove 
Terrace Senior Assisted Living on a 
sunny afternoon with music. For close 
to an hour, they sang a variety of songs 
geared for the residents to remember 
and reminisce on the “good ol’ days,” 

from “Que Sera, Sera,” to “What’s That 
Jazz.”

While social distancing kept both 
performers and the audience at a safe 
distance, thanks to a speaker projecting 
the songs from the roof of a pickup truck 
parked in the home’s parking lot, Blan-
kenship and Julson connected through 
music with their audience.

The pair, who call themselves Star-
dust Standards, actually met Olive 
Grove Terrace Administrator John 
Bianco through the theater. 

“We met through ‘The Man Who 
Came To Dinner’ at Theatre Memphis 
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‘As leaders, our top priority is 
and always will be the safety of 

our citizens.’

Gov. Tate Reeves
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Weekend concert entertains senior home residents
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Andy Blankenship and Jeanna Julson, known as Stardust Standards, entertain Olive 
Grove Terrace residents with a Christmas song during Sunday afternoon’s Concert in the 
Parking Lot. The hour-long program of old standards gave the senior assisted living resi-
dents a chance to be outside and hear the pair perform songs from their generation. 
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