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Through the roof

Although building permit totals hav-

en’t hit the all-time highs experienced in 

the mid-2000’s, new home construction 

in Mississippi’s fastest-growing county 

continues to set a healthy pace.

“Now that I-269 is open you will see a 

lot more development,” DeSoto County 

Board of Supervisors President Mark 

Gardner said during Monday’s Board of 

Supervisors meeting. 

Bennie Hopkins, Director of Planning 

for DeSoto County, said the housing 

boom which began in earnest two quar-

ters ago, shows no signs of slowing down.

“I think  we continue to trend up, “ 

Hopkins said. “Based on what we have 

seen coming before us, we should hit, 

meet and possibly exceed our permit 

totals for last year.”

Deputy Director of Planning Austin 

Cardosi said as of Monday morning, 

DeSoto County is 25 permits ahead of 

last year, with a total of 425 in unincor-

porated DeSoto County and more than 

1,085 across DeSoto County, including 

within all municipalities. There was a 

total of 1,127 permits issued last year.

Starter and mid-size homes are literal-

ly being framed up on a daily basis.

“They all hit between the 2,200 square 

feet and above range,” Hopkins said.  

“Homes are coming in larger than 2,500 

square feet. The typical square footage of 

a home being permitted in DeSoto Coun-

ty is 2,500 on average.”

According to statistics on fi le with 

DeSoto County, home construction is 

strongest in unincorporated DeSoto 

County, followed by Southaven and then 

Olive Branch, Hernando, Horn Lake and 

Walls.

Southaven saw 300 permits issued, 

followed by Olive Branch with 268, 75 in 

Hernando and 46 in Horn Lake, with one 

new home constructed in Walls.

Drivers 
license 

stations
stir ire

The two drivers license test-

ing stations in DeSoto County, 

with locations in Olive Branch 

and in Nesbit, are getting fail-

ing marks, according to DeSoto 

County Supervisors who are 

concerned about everything 

from extremely long wait 

times to doors being shuttered 

for what some feel are fl imsy 

excuses.

“For two weeks now they 

have been having problems 

in Nesbit and Olive Branch,” 

District 1 Supervisor Jessie 

Medlin of Olive Branch said.  

“The way I understand it, 

they had a sign on the door 

letting one person in every 45 

minutes and no commercial 

driving tests that day. They 

were having problems with a 

computer system and so they 

were locking our people out the 

door. There is a long history of 

this. All we do hear is com-

plaints. One gentleman went to 

Olive Branch to get a driving 

test done for his daughter. It 

was supposed to be an exciting 

time. They told him that he 

didn’t have all his paperwork. “

Medlin said the man and his 

daughter were told to come 

back repeatedly until a Fri-

day rolled around and he was 

informed there may or may not 

be anyone on hand to give the 

test.

‘’Finally, they went to Nesbit 

Building permits on pace to eclipse last year
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The “Vote Here” sign 

in front of the Gale 

Center in Hernando 

and other polling 

places across DeSoto 

County and the state 

of Mississippi remind 

voters of the run-off  

election being held 

on Tuesday, Nov. 27. 

Polling hours are from 

7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Interest continues strong for run-off  vote

SEE DRIVERS  LICENSE, P2

‘I think we continue to trend up. Based 
on what we have seen coming before 
us, we should hit, meet and possibly 

exceed our permit totals for last year.’

Bennie Hopkins, Director of Planning for 
DeSoto County
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Home construction in DeSoto County continues on an upward trajectory due to the overall good economy and high interest by individuals 

wishing to relocate and build in Mississippi’s fastest-growing county.
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of Mississippi remind 

voters of the run-off  

The state of Mississippi is going to 

be the last state to fi ll a seat in the U.S. 

Senate this mid-term election cycle 

when voters go to the polls on Tuesday, 

Nov. 27.

There is only one race on the ballot, 

but it will be an important one, as U.S. 

Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith is challenged 

by Mike Espy to determine who will fi ll 

out the remaining time of now-retired 

Sen. Thad Cochran’s term, which ends 

in January 2021.

Hyde-Smith, the former state Com-

missioner of Agriculture and Com-

merce until she was appointed by 

Gov. Phil Bryant to the Senate when 

Cochran resigned in April, faces Espy, 
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