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The continuing spike in new 

COVID-19 cases in DeSoto County 

could mean a grim future for the 

county’s health care system.

The virus, which has — just in 

DeSoto County — infected over 

8,300 and killed 85 people, contin-

ues to spread at rates like those 

seen at the height of the pandemic 

in the summer.

Communities experiencing 

over 25 new daily cases per 100,000 

residents are at a “critical” level of 

risk, according to experts. DeSoto 

County is now reporting an average 

of 46.1 new daily cases per 100,000 

residents.

DeSoto County has reported 

more new cases per day over the 

last week than almost any other 

time during the pandemic, besides 

one day when a backlog of cases 

was reported all at once.

The Mississippi Department of 

Health (MSDH) said in a statement 

that only 13% of recently reported 

cases came from backlogged 

COVID-19 tests. The statement 

said that the spread of the corona-

virus continues to be widespread 

throughout the state, adding that 

A judge has ruled against 
Mississippi in its 15-year legal battle 
with the state of Tennessee over 
ownership of groundwater from an 
aquifer that rests under eight states. 
All groundwater drawn in DeSoto 
County comes from this aquifer. 

A judge on the  6th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, Special Master 
Eugene Siler Jr, was appointed by 
the U.S. Supreme Court to preside 
over the precedent-setting case. In 
a Nov. 5 ruling, Siler recommended 
that the Court dismiss Mississippi’s 
case, while also leaving the state 
the opportunity to request the water 
in the aquifer be equitably appor-
tioned between the states it rests 
under. 

Mississippi lawyers argued that 
the state of Tennessee has stolen 
more than 252 billion gallons of 
water from within Mississippi 
through wells in the Memphis area 
since 1985.

“Water is infinite. Especially 
the usable kind. And the Middle 
Claiborne Aquifer holds lots of it. 
Unsurprisingly, both Mississippi 
and Tennessee want it. Luckily, 
instead of war, the law requires they 
share it,” Siler said in his ruling on 
the case. 

Mississippi v. Tennessee now 
goes back to the U.S. Supreme Court 
to decide whether to follow the 
special judge’s recommendations. 
It’s the first case about groundwater 
rights to reach the highest Court. 

A spokesperson for Mississippi 
Attorney General Lynn Fitch’s 
office said they are still reviewing 

Election officials in DeSoto County 
said that there is no evidence of voter 
fraud or other efforts to compromise 
the integrity of last Tuesday’s elec-
tions.

As unsubstantiated claims of voter 
fraud circulated online, there were 
no concerns of voter fraud in DeSoto 
County in the November election.

The many safeguards in place 
to keep elections secure in DeSoto 
County are reflected across the nation, 
though rules vary from state to state. 

Though absentee turnout was at a 
record high in the county, officials 
still worked hard to keep the election 
secure and fair by following these 
procedures:

The processing of paper absen-
tee ballots in Mississippi is a lengthy 
process that includes multiple secu-
rity checks to ensure a ballot was 
legally cast. Here is how that process 
works in DeSoto County: 

(a) At the close of the polls, elec-
tion managers for each voting precinct 
process the absentee ballots received 
before any counting begins. Election 
managers have to verbally announce 
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Trinity Health Center is working to make health 

care accessible to DeSoto County residents 

with no insurance and limited income.

Making health care accessible

See page 2

Join Blue Ribbon Cleaners & Laundry and The DeSoto Times-Tribune in working to make 

Christmas a little bit more special for families in need. Come by The DeSoto Times-Tri-

bune or Blue Ribbon Cleaners & Laundry to drop off Toys For Tots.

Help us make Christmas special for children in need

See page 7
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How the county keeps its elections fair

Mississippi 
doesn’t own 

groundwater, 
judge rules

County sees 
more cases

per capita than
ever before

Supreme Court to decide 

predecent-setting case 

over county’s water source
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Reeves extends
mask mandate

Erin Killion | DTT

The Hernando High School Rho Kappa 

chapter cleaned up the DeSoto Veterans 

Memorial park in preparation for Vet-

erans Day. The members of the social 

studies honors society are required to 

do three acts of service each semester, 

and this service project counted toward 

service to their country. See page 3
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County residents stand in line to vote.


