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TURN ‘EM BLUE! Hustle streak stopped by Bighorns; OKC tonight. P6

Fresh start

Little Ta’Corrian Tate had his eyes 

wide open Monday afternoon, taking in 

all of his newfound notoriety as the fi rst 

baby born in the New Year at Baptist 

Memorial Hospital-DeSoto in Southaven. 

The new son of Rakeisha Tate, age 17 

of Hernando, will likely be hearing the 

tales from mother and family about how 

his arrival came within one-half hour 

after having been welcomed in DeSoto 

County. 

The tiny, 20-inch long Ta’Corrian, all 

six pounds, 13 ounces of him, made his 

entrance into the world at 12:28 a.m., 20 

minutes ahead of the next baby born at 

the Southaven hospital.

It made for a busy delivery room on 

New Year’s Day, which saw as many as 

six new infants arrive before mid-after-

noon.  

“It’s great, I was pretty surprised that 

I was (the fi rst),” Rakeisha said. “I really 

don’t remember too much because they 

had me on so much medicine, but then 

they told me his head was coming. That’s 

the only part I remember was them tell-

ing me that his head was coming.”

Rakeisha said she came to the hospital 

at about noon on New Year’s Eve and 

had about 9-10 hours of labor before the 

blessed event. 

As the fi rst baby born in 2018, Bap-

tist-DeSoto showered Rakeisha and 

Ta’Corrian with special gifts, which 

included a car seat, car seat insert, dia-

pers and wipes, a baby thermometer and 

teething toy, swaddle sack, a Pampers 

gift bag and collapsible lunch bag for 

mom.

But Rakeisha is sure her precious new 

addition is the best gift she has received.

“I love him,” Rakeisha said.  

Flu bug 
impacts 
DeSoto

Welcome to the world of snif-

fl ing, sneezing and wheezing, 

as DeSoto County has joined 

much of the United States in 

suffering the past few weeks 

with infl uenza, more common-

ly called the fl u. 

In the United States, just 

12 states, Puerto Rico, the 

District of Columbia, Guam 

and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

have avoided being labeled as 

having a widespread outbreak 

of infl uenza, according to the 

Centers for Disease Control’s 

most recent report.  

The states labeled as having 

widespread reports of the fl u 

include Mississippi and its 

adjacent states, with the excep-

tion of Tennessee. 

The Volunteer State is said 

to have regional incidences of 

the fl u, but not the widespread 

variety the other Mid-South 

states, including Mississippi, 

are reporting to the CDC. 

Ann Kirby, R.N. is the In-

fection Prevention Manager 

at Baptist Memorial Hospi-

tal-DeSoto in Southaven. Kirby 

said more people have come to 

the facility’s emergency room 

as outpatients complaining of 

fl u-like symptoms. 

“What we’re looking at is the 

percentage of people that come 

in with infl uenza-like illness,” 

Kirby said. “Normally around 

this time we’re at one per-

cent. Right now, we are seeing 

around 7-8 percent. We usually 

Hernando baby is fi rst of the New Year

Tanner Kuntz|for the DTT

DeSoto County Chancellor 

Percy Lynchard admin-

istered the oath to Josh 

Pounders, who was sworn 

in as interim DeSoto County 

Coroner on Tuesday as son 

Jake, mother Cathy and oth-

er family members look on.

Interim Coroner sworn in

SEE FLU, P2

‘I really don’t remember too 
much because they had me on 

so much medicine, but then they 
told me his head was coming. 

That’s the only part I remember 
was them telling me that his 

head was coming.’

Rakeisha Tate, new mother
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New mother Rakeisha Tate of Hernando gave birth to the fi rst baby born in 2018 at Baptist Memorial Hospital-DeSoto in Southaven. Tate is 

joined by new son Ta’Corrian Tate and a car seat full of gifts given them from the hospital for having the fi rst new baby of the new year. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Percy Lynchard admin-

Josh Pounders, son of the late long-
time DeSoto County Coroner Jeff 
Pounders, was sworn in as interim 
DeSoto County Coroner Tuesday by 
DeSoto County Chancellor Percy Lyn-
chard, as friends and family members 
looked on.

Pounders will stand for election 
in November. He succeeds his father 

Jeffery, who served as DeSoto County 
Coroner for more than three and a half 
decades.

“Today, with the help of family, 
friends and all fi ve of our wonderful 
DeSoto County Supervisors, I began 
a new chapter in my life,” Pounders 
said. “The DeSoto County Supervisors 
appointed me to serve in my father’s 
position as interim Desoto County 

SEE CORONER, P2
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