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DOTTED  LINE! Three NCS athletes to continue careers in college. P6

Spinning wheels

When they fi rst hit the living room fl oor, 

bedroom fl oor, outside sandbox, even 

underneath bare feet, some 50 years ago, 

the die-cast vehicles from Mattel called 

“Hot Wheels” quickly became a favorite for 

boys and girls alike. It was a child’s dream 

to set up a track and see how fast their cars 

could go.  

A half-century later, in the world of  

X-Box, Playstation, computer and video 

games, the little cars you can get for under 

a dollar remain very much in demand, not 

only for the children of  today, but also for 

their parents who have grown up alongside 

what some consider the most popular toy 

around.  

Mattel still makes them and Sunday, 

Mattel’s Hot Wheels Legends Tour made 

the Olive Branch Walmart Supercenter one 

of  its stops on its nationwide tour. 

“We’re doing the Hot Wheels Legends 

Tour, which we did for the 50th anniversa-

ry last year,” said Allan Tea, leader of  the 

tour stop in Olive Branch. “ It did so well 

last year, we’re doing it again this year.” 

The visit in Olive Branch came one day 

after a similar stop in Madison, Alabama 

as the tour van, made to look like a larger-

than-life Hot Wheels vehicle with a vend-

ing machine and other related amenities, 

set up next to Walmart. 

Youngsters also got to race Hot Wheels 

on a special downhill track and another 

track similar to the original one to see how 

fast they could go. And those cars went 

quite fast, both in speed and in sales of  a 

Limited Edition vehicle.  

The stop was actually cut short, because 

a special Hot Wheel that Tea and his part-

ner had brought with sold out much faster 

than expected. 

“We have a Limited Edition 1971 Datsun 

510 we were selling that sold out instantly,” 

City 
boards 

to meet 
Tuesday

Horn Lake aldermen are expect-

ed to take the next step in funding 

road and street repair in the city 

through a bond issue during 

Tuesday’s board meeting. 

The agenda for the session will 

include the adoption of a resolu-

tion directing the sale and award 

of an general obligation bond of 

up to $6 million to the Mississippi 

Development Bank. 

Board members, at a recent spe-

cial meeting, voted their intent to 

take the action to address several 

streets in the city that need pav-

ing.  Tuesday’s vote will fi nalize 

that action. 

Board members provided their 

list of priority streets in their 

ward and those considered to be 

in the worst condition will be 

done in the fi rst phase this year. 

The second phase will complete 

the priority list next year.  

Mayor Allen Latimer and City 

Clerk Jim Robinson are to be in 

Jackson Wednesday for the Mis-

sissippi Development Bank bond 

approval meeting. 

Hernando aldermen Tuesday 

will be asked to authorize the city 

to apply for a Mississippi Devel-

opment Authority tourism grant 

for Hernando’s Water Tower 

10K event to increase tourism to 

the city. The grant would fund 

between $6,000-$10,000 for adver-

tising, equipment and entertain-

ment at the event.   

Aldermen are also being 

Legendary toy cars remain popular

MDOT warns of campaign sign placement
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Everywhere we go, we have a 
huge Hot Wheels collector fan 

base and those guys come super 
early. They line up for those 

Special Edition cars.’

Allan Tea, Hot Wheels Legends Tour 
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A youngster watches while Hot Wheels race down a track outside the Olive Branch Walmart Supercenter Sunday afternoon, part of the Hot 

Wheels Legends Tour across the country. The die-cast vehicles have been a toy favorite for more than 50 years.  
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The old Johnny Horton country song 
goes, “When it’s springtime in Alaska, it’s 
40 below.”

Well, it’s not 40 below, but when it’s 
springtime in Mississippi, the political 
signs will grow.

And with the current election cycle 
underway, the signs are budding all over 

DeSoto County and elsewhere in the Mag-
nolia State.  

While cities and the county may have 
different requirements about the size and 
placement of those political signs, the 
Mississippi Department of Transportation 
takes the signs’ location on their highways 
pretty seriously. 

Jason Scott with MDOT in Jackson 
reminds candidates and their supporters 
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