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Mrs. Gertrude Bridgeforth, 98, 

wants you to vote. She always has.

After a lifetime of working to 

ensure the right of everyone in 

DeSoto County to vote, Southaven 

has designated a day honoring her 

work as a civil rights and voting 

rights leader in the county. Bridge-

forth worked against officials and 

law enforcement in the county in the 

1960s to register African Americans 

to vote.

Now, she is being officially recog-

nized, as Mayor Darren Musselwhite 

of Southaven designated Oct. 17 as 

Gertrude Bridgeforth Day in the city 

through an official proclamation.

Bridgeforth hasn’t always been 

recognized by officials for her work 

— for most of her life, they have been 

working against her, even when she 

worked in churches to register other 

Black residents of the county to vote.

“I was in the time when you 

couldn’t vote if you were African 

American, and my dad and I fought 

An Olive Branch location of an 
international logistics company is 
being sued for decades of discrimina-
tion against women.

The complaint, filed by the U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) against USF 
Holland, says that, since 1986, quali-
fied women applying to be truck drivers 
were intentionally not hired because 
they were women.

The Olive Branch location of USF 
Holland employed over 100 truck driv-
ers in May of 2016, all of whom were 
men, according to the report.

The company failed to produce any 
records that it employed any female 
drivers since 2005.

EEOC said that the company’s 
discrimination went back to the open-
ing of the Olive Branch location in 1986. 
The complaint, filed in the U.S. District 

Volume 124, Issue 118 Follow us online

On Facebook,
Twitter and
Instagram

Local author finds inspiration in new cities, 

characters and cocktails.

A spirited traveler

See page 9

Seven people in Southaven were arrested 

in connection to a human

trafficking operation.

Human trafficking operation

See page 4

Several teams from DeSoto County 

Schools are heading to state

competitions this weekend.

Volleyball, swim state bound

See page 6
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New mask mandate may go unenforced as pandemic worsens in county

Company 
discriminated 

for decades, 
lawsuit alleges

Gertrude Bridgeforth’s 

lifelong fight for voter 

equality is recognized
Olive Branch location hired 

‘virtually no females’ since 

1980s, federal agency says

Number of new COVID-19 cases per day per 100,000 people in county
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See Bridgeforth on page 5See Lawsuit on page 4

Gov. Tate Reeves announced new 
COVID-19 restrictions on Monday, 
reinstating mask mandates for nine 
counties — including DeSoto County 
— and ICU requirements on hospi-
tals statewide.

Previous measures, which have 
been praised by local health experts 
and been criticized by residents who 
feel that it is government overreach, 
have often not been enforced by law 
enforcement around the county.

 Troy Rowell, Chief of Police for 
the Horn Lake Police Department, 
said that with limited resources, 
police have to choose what to prior-
itize, and policing those not wearing 
masks is not one of them. 

“We’re not the mask police and 
have no intention of being the mask 
police,” Rowell said. 

A spokesperson for the South-
aven Police Department said there 
have not been discussions between 
leadership about enforcement of the 
mask mandate.

Anyone violating the mandate 
could technically face a $500 fine 

and up to six months in jail. This 
acts as a deterrent, according to 
Rowell. Members of the Horn Lake 
police said they have sometimes 
seen people without masks who are 
about to enter a store turn back and 
leave if they see an officer wearing a 
mask inside. 

Dr. Thomas Dobbs, Mississip-
pi’s state health officer, agreed that 
the mask mandate from the state 
government resulted in more resi-
dents wearing masks and, in turn, 
reduced the spread of the virus.
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A champion of our rights

By Will Stribling
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October is breast cancer awareness month
Learn more about prevention tips, see warning signs and meet survivors in our special section, pages 10-11
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Gertrude Bridgeforth, 98, holds the proclamation from Mayor Darren Musselwhite of Southaven declaring Oct. 17 as 

Gertrude Bridgeforth Day.

See Mandate on page 20


