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NO DOUBT! Davis proves NBA doubters wrong in rookie year. P6

‘Great balls of fire’

There was an afternoon gathering 

Thursday, Dec. 19, at the Lewis Ranch 

on Malone Road in Nesbit, with people 

brought together to honor and recognize 

the music legend who lives there, in Jer-

ry Lee Lewis.

The purpose of  the get together was 

the celebrate and unveil the 34th Missis-

sippi Country Music Trail Marker for 

the man whose iconic piano and musical 

sound brought us songs like “Great Balls 

of  Fire” and “Whole Lotta Shakin.” The 

marker will be placed alongside the road 

at the Lewis home.  

But as you heard the stories and the re-

marks of  those on hand, such as DeSoto 

County Supervisor Michael Lee, a Lewis 

bodyguard for 17 years, Grammy-award 

winner Marty Stuart, a native of  Phil-

adelphia, Mississippi, and outgoing 

Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant, one also 

got the sense there is one more honor 

the 84-year-old performer really needs to 

have.  

Stuart, Commissioner of  the Mississip-

pi Country Music Trail, first brought it 

up and he was followed by Bryant in sup-

port that Lewis should be in the Country 

Music Hall of  Fame.  

“Nashville is way behind in getting Jer-

ry Lee Lewis in the Country Music Hall 

of  Fame,” said Stuart.

“Today we honor you (Lewis) on this 

Country Music Trail,” Bryant added. 

“But, somehow it just seems not enough 

for what you have done. If  Marty will 

tell me how to do it, I’ll call my friend 

the governor of  Tennessee and find out 

who’s on that board. We’re going to put 
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The Legislative PEER Com-

mittee has released its report ti-

tled “Review of  the Department 

of  Public Safety Driver Service 

Bureau’s Management of  Cus-

tomer Service Delivery.”

Some of  the Committee’s 

major findings include:

On average, customers’ wait 

times to obtain drivers’ licenses 

or ID card renewal services 

from Department of  Public 

Safety (DPS) Driver Service 

Bureau field offices tripled 

between Fiscal Year 2017 and 

Fiscal Year 2019.

The increase in wait times 

is attributable, in part, to an 

increase in the vacancy rate for 

examiner positions, for in-

stance, 20 percent vacant posi-

tions in June 2018 to 30 percent 

vacant positions in June 2019.

The development and im-

plementation of  a new com-

puter system with demanding 

documentation features that 

lessen examiners’ flexibility 

in processing transactions has 

contributed to wait times. In 

addition, training necessary 

to operate the new computer 

system and changing documen-

tation requirements have chal-

lenged the Bureau’s examiners.

Jerry Lee Lewis home added to state Country Music Trail

Courtesy Google

This photo provided 

by Google shows a 

work environment 

at an Operations 

Center. The mega-gi-

ant internet-based 

company plans to 

open its first U.S. lo-

cation in Northwest 

Mississippi late next 

year at a site yet to 

be determined.

Google to locate new Operations Center in region

SEE ‘GREAT BALLS OF FIRE’, P2
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‘Somehow it just seems not 
enough for what you have done. 

We’re going to put you in that 
Country Music Hall of Fame if it’s 

the last thing we do.’

Gov. Phil Bryant 
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A new Mississippi Country Music Trail Marker at the DeSoto County home of legendary musician Jerry Lee Lewis was unveiled on Thursday, 

Dec. 19. Lewis and Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant listen as Grammy award-winning singer Marty Stuart sings during the unveiling ceremony. 

DeSoto County Supervisor Michael Lee, a Lewis bodyguard for 17 years, also shared stories during the program. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

We don’t know exactly where it will be 
located yet, but the mega-giant internet 
service and product provider Google is set 
to add its first Operations Center (GOC) in 
Northwest Mississippi. 

The facility, to open late in 2020, will 
bring more than 350 new jobs wherever it 
is located. 

Google made the announcement Thurs-
day afternoon, Dec. 19.

“There’s a lot of  other businesses that 
have located and operate there as well,” 
said Google spokeswoman Kayla Conti. “It 
was an attractive area for us.” 

The establishment of  this center rep-
resents the company’s commitment to 
continue growing its workforce across the 

SEE GOOGLE TO LOCATE IN REGION, P2
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