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CBU COMMITMENT! Jaguars’ Bates signs to play at Christian Brothers University. P6

Taking the reins

Special creatures for special people 

can teach lessons that last a lifetime. 

The nonprofi t therapeutic organization 

known as “Southern Reins” just needed 

a special place all its own.

Southern Reins, an equine therapy pro-

gram with an outreach in DeSoto Coun-

ty, began as a means of assisting special 

needs children using horses much in the 

same manner that therapy dogs provide 

assistance.  

The organization was founded in July 

2015 by Ginna Rauls and Courtney Smith 

with the intent on helping special needs 

children.

Through word of mouth, the busi-

ness began to grow and the success of 

the operation signaled expansion and 

growth. “We needed room with a covered 

arena,” Rauls said. “So we bought land 

in Collierville.”  

But with that growth, and with stu-

dents in Northern Mississippi in need, 

the two women approached the Lynch 

brothers in Nesbit, who had exactly what 

they needed, and offered to accommodate 

the program at their property in DeSoto 

County.

Lynch Ranch is located off Fogg Road 

in the rolling pastureland of western 

DeSoto County.

“Our land, barns, and horses gave 

Southern Reins exactly what they 

needed and them being on our property, 

has been a real blessing to us,” Adam 

Lynch said, dusting the delta dirt from 

his jeans. Lynch Ranch – located at 

2910 Fogg Road – was exactly what was 

needed. 

Consequently, a branch affi liate was 

established in Hernando and although 

the majority of students are still accom-

O.B. 
aldermen 
election 
date set

Voters in Olive Branch’s Al-

derman Ward 5 will be tasked 

with electing a new representa-

tive next month and potential 

candidates may start gathering 

signatures to have their name 

placed on the ballot.  

The Olive Branch Board of 

Alderman approved June 19 

as the date to fi ll the remain-

ing term of Mark Aldridge, 

who died Sunday, May 6 after 

suffering a heart attack at the 

age of 53.  

In Tuesday’s regular ses-

sion, aldermen had to declare 

a vacancy by procedure, then 

set about approving the June 19 

election date. 

By setting the date, July 

10 became the date of a run-

off election, if no candidate 

receives the needed 50 percent 

plus one vote required for out-

right election.  

“The runoff is set by state 

law so any runoff is three 

weeks after the special elec-

tion,” City Attorney Bryan Dye 

explained. 

Aldermen Tuesday night also 

passed on recommendations for 

appointments to the Municipal 

Election Commission and set 

payment for commissioners 

and poll managers in prepara-

tion for the June 19 election. 

DeSoto County District One 

Election Commissioner Paul 

Beale will consult the city in 

Therapy on horseback provides life’s lessons

Robert Long|DTT

Thousands of 

spectators are 

expected to con-

verge on the historic 

Hernando Square 

Saturday for the 

annual A’Fair 

celebration.

A’ Fair set for Saturday
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‘Our land, barns and horses gave 
Southern Reins exactly what 
they needed and them being 

on our property, has been a real 
blessing to us.’

Adam Lynch, ranch owner
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Student riders taking part in the Southern Reins equine therapy program enjoyed the inaugural horse show at the Lynch Ranch off  Fogg 

Road in Nesbit this past Tuesday night. The program features therapy for special needs youth and adults.
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Hernando Square 

celebration.

Thousands are expected to fl ock to 
one of the Mid-South’s oldest traditional 
arts and crafts fairs, the 45th Annu-
al A’fair celebration on the historic 
DeSoto County Courthouse Square in 
Hernando this Saturday.

“It’s the best time of the year to come 
out and see friends that you haven’t 

seen in awhile,” said Rachel Marsh 
Cook, a Hernando native who recalls 
coming to the A’Fair when she was a 
small girl.

Cook, one of the organizers of the 
arts and crafts fair, now brings her two 
young daughters to the fair, along with 
husband Brad, continuing a family 
tradition.

“There are lots of children’s activities 
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