
Aldermen Tuesday decided to take the 
next step to investigate matters involv-
ing the Hernando West project, includ-
ing the possibility of entering into an 
agreement regarding a sewer trunk line 
which would serve approximately 1,000 
of the project’s residents.

Attorney Bill Brown, a principal devel-
oper with the project, briefed the board 
on a proposal to apply for a $750,000 loan 
from the state through the North Delta 
Planning and Development District, at 
two or possibly three percent interest.

Brown said that Hernando West 
developers would impose a special tax 
assessment on at least 750 acres of Her-
nando West land which would basically 
cover the cost of the City of Hernando’s 

obligation to repay the loan with annual 
payments of approximately $45,868.

The special CAP loan is a loan through 
the Mississippi Development Authority 
aimed at helping cities and entities make 
major capital improvements as an eco-
nomic catalyst.

Brown emphasized the approximately 
1,100-acre project would improve the 
quality of life for all of the residents of 
Hernando and draw economic activity.

City Attorney Kenneth Stockton said 
any agreement would need to be worked 
out in great detail before any such agree-
ment was reached and even suggested 
seeking an Attorney General’s Opinion 
on the main premise of a city like Her-
nando entering into an agreement with a 
developer.
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The right path

By the indications of the exciting vibe 

permeating the Landers Center arena 

fl oor by youngsters and exhibitors alike, 

the DeSoto County Career Expo held 

this week will become bigger and more 

anticipated in following years.

For the fi rst time, the DeSoto County 

Economic Development Council and 

Pathways2Possibilities combined to 

offer eighth graders in DeSoto County 

Schools and Northpoint Christian School 

the chance to explore different careers, 

using interaction and hands-on opportu-

nities, giving the students the chance to 

ask questions and discover what it takes 

to have that particular career.  

Pathways2Possibilities started in the 

Biloxi area about fi ve years ago and 

has now extended itself to hold similar 

career events for students in places 

such as Tupelo, the Mississippi Delta 

and in South Carolina, with this week’s 

exposition the fi rst-ever event in DeSoto 

County.  

Upwards of 2,500 students visited the 

exposition over the two days it was held 

on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, 

according to DeSoto County Economic 

Development Council Business Develop-

ment Specialist Bryant Henley.   

“We’ve been working on this for about 

a year now,” Henley said. “We’ve had 

great participation between all of the 

companies and the schools in DeSoto 

County. Everybody’s put his or her 

hands in to work on this together and 

I’m ecstatic that this many eighth-grad-

ers are getting exposed to several differ-

ent career opportunities.”

It was a varied list of companies that 

came out to the Expo. The list included 

law enforcement, medical, technical, 

construction and manufacturing fi rms, 

along with others.  Henley said there 

were nine different career paths repre-

Hale 
sentenced 

on sex 
charge

A former Southaven alder-

man will be spending time in 

prison after a guilty plea on 

child pornography charges.

Ronnie Hale was sentenced 

in U.S. District Court in Oxford 

to more than seven years in 

jail, fi ve years supervision and 

ordered to pay $3,500 resti-

tution to a victim. Hale was 

ordered to surrender to author-

ities on Monday, Nov. 19. 

Hale entered a guilty plea 

last April. He was charged in 

November with bringing com-

puter fi les containing “visual 

depictions of minors engaging 

in sexually explicit conduct” 

into Mississippi from Tennes-

see.

The former Ward 2 alder-

man resigned his position in 

December after being indicted. 

Charlie Hoots won the seat in a 

special election over insurance 

executive Greg Paylor and now 

holds the seat on the Board of 

Aldermen.

The computer fi les were 

discovered during a search 

warrant executed in connec-

tion with a prostitution charge 

that Hale was facing.

A trial on that misdemeanor 

charge is scheduled for late 

April in DeSoto County.

Hale was fi rst elected to the 

Board of Aldermen in 2009 and 

returned for a second stint on 

the board in 2016.

Students explore possible careers at Expo
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Hernando West developer Steven Katz listens intently to discussion of the Hernando 
West project during a lengthy two-and-a-half-hour meeting Tuesday night.

Aldermen take next step in Hernando West
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‘We want our students to know 
that there are opportunities 

here in DeSoto County.’

Bryant Henley, DeSoto County 
Economic Development Council
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Lewisburg Middle School eighth-graders Brady Roehm (left) and Aaron Rodriguez get to know what they might look like in a Northcentral 
EPA “bucket” on a repair crew during Wednesday’s Career Fair at the Landers Center in Southaven. 
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