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KEEP IT GOING! Eagles, Quistors and Gators advance in playoff s fi rst round. P6

Checkmate

More than 11 years ago, former DeSoto 

Central High School Principal Char-

lie Tipton turned to a trusted teacher 

named Karen Clark and said pointedly, 

“you’re in charge of the chess team.”

The only problem was that Karen 

Clark, a family dynamics teacher at 

DeSoto Central High School, had never 

played a game of chess in her life.

“I had to learn how to play chess,” 

Clark said, as she recalled that fateful 

day when a game turned into a passion. 

“The kids taught me how to play and now 

I’ve taught other kids how to play.”

Today, Clark, the longtime sponsor 

of the DeSoto Central Chess Team, will 

lead just under a dozen players into the 

DeSoto County Chess Tournament at the 

Southaven Arena.

Some of Clark’s team members are 

novices when it comes to chess, while 

others are budding experts. The game 

itself sharpens analytical and critical 

thinking skills.

“I’ve seen some kids who have come 

in here who have never touched a 

chessboard before in their lives,” Clark 

said. “I’ve watched chess make a major 

difference in their lives. They’ve made 

friendships, they continue to improve 

and do better. It’s just a great thing to 

watch as they grow and develop. Usually 

the kids who do well go on to play in the 

state tournament, which is usually held 

in Clinton or Madison.”

Family members and the public will 

begin arriving about 8 a.m. but chess 

tournament play doesn’t begin until 

around 9 a.m. More than 500 students 

from across the DeSoto County School 

District will be taking part.

The annual chess tournament will 

feature about 280 middle and high school 

students today. On Wednesday, tourna-

Mayor 
addresses 

police 
charges

Olive Branch Mayor Scott 

Phillips said last Tuesday 

night the city is continuing 

to investigate the allegations 

of sexual impropriety levied 

against a number of former 

police offi cers and a fi refi ghter, 

but said state law binds him 

from providing much more 

comment than has already 

been made.  

Phillips’ comments to report-

ers came after the city’s Board 

of Aldermen meeting when 

asked about the allegations 

that recently came out, allega-

tions that charged city employ-

ees were having sex while on 

the job.  

The mayor pointed out again 

that the city cannot provide 

information on personnel 

issues as they are required by 

Mississippi law to protect the 

privacy or current or former 

city employees. 

Phillips referred back to a 

statement he released in late 

October that a balance must 

be made between the public’s 

right to know against the pri-

vacy of the people involved. 

“The City does not discuss 

personnel matters in detail 

and cannot produce personnel 

records per state law,” Phillips 

stated in October. “Handling 

personnel matters requires 

balancing the citizens’ right to 

know versus the privacy rights 

of former employees.”

More than a game, chess teaches life skills

Robert Long|DTT

Hernando 
attorney Mike 

Graves makes a 
point during the 
Hernando Board 

of Aldermen 
meeting this past 

Tuesday.

Hernando’s personnel policy, ordinances need revamping

SEE CHARGES, P2

‘Chess is fun and it’s very educa-
tional. I’ll defi nitely try to teach 
it to my kids when I have some.’

Silas Nelson, DeSoto Central High School senior
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DeSoto Central High School senior Silas Nelson (left) makes his next move as juniors Matthew Carroll (seated) and Charles Minott (stand-
ing) look on in the school library Monday. All three will be taking part in the DeSoto County chess tournament.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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Hernando aldermen recently grappled with 
the need to revamp the city’s long-outdated 
personnel policy and handbook and a salary 
comparison with comparable cities in the 
Mid-South that all too often siphon away city 
employees for higher-paying jobs.

In a wide-ranging meeting last Tuesday, al-
dermen approved an agreement with the Sten-
nis Institute of Government at Mississippi State 

University to conduct salary comparisons and 
begin work on a policy and personnel update.

Tuesday’s board meeting was punctuated 
with back-and-forth discussion between Mayor 
Tom Ferguson and City Attorney Kenneth 
Stockton on a wide range of issues affecting 
the city, including a major discussion between 
developers and residents regarding the failure 
to install sidewalks in the Forest Meadows 
Subdivision.
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