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LEADING OFF! Baseball, softball teams look to take next playoff  step. P6

Lifted up

DeSoto Countians by the hundreds lift-

ed prayers heavenward this past Thurs-

day as observances of “The National 

Day of Prayer” were held at city halls 

countywide and on the DeSoto County 

Courthouse lawn to commemorate the 

sacred occasion.

The U.S. Congress declared the nation 

observe a “National Day of Prayer” 

more than 66 years ago, National Day of 

Prayer organizer Tina Tatum pointed 

out as she gave remarks on the historic 

DeSoto County Courthouse lawn on 

Thursday evening.

“Prayer allows us an opportunity to re-

fl ect and to seek guidance, strength,com-

fort and inspiration from Almighty 

God,” Tatum said in reading a proclama-

tion marking the observance, signed by 

the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors. 

“In these trying times, when the world 

is so unsettled and when so many brave 

citizens of Mississippi and the United 

States are far from home, making great 

sacrifi ces for those abroad and those 

here at home, prayer becomes all the 

more meaningful.”

She was joined in reading the procla-

mation by District 2 Supervisor Mark 

Gardner on the DeSoto County Court-

house steps.

“We’re grateful we live in a country 

where we we can come together and 

pray,” Gardner said.

District 4 Supervisor Lee Caldwell 

took to the courthouse steps to pray for 

government.

“We do have Christian leaders,” Cald-

well said. “I’m grateful for our leader-

ship here in the county.”

In a powerfully spoken prayer, De-

Accident 
injures 
Chief’s 

daughter
The teenage daughter of 

Hernando Police Chief Scott 

Worsham was involved in a 

serious accident early Friday 

on the way to school.

Madison “Maddie” Worsham, 

16, was said to be on her way 

to attend classes at Hernando 

High School when her vehicle 

left the roadway and struck a 

tree, according to her father.

“She hit a tree,” the elder 

Worsham said outside the 

intensive care waiting room at 

Regional One Medical Center 

in Memphis, otherwise known 

as “The Med.” Worsham said 

details of the accident are still 

being pieced together. “We 

really don’t know what hap-

pened.”

Worsham said the single-ve-

hicle accident occurred around 

7 a.m. on Fogg Road.

“Both of her legs were bro-

ken, her right arm was broken, 

she had a nose fracture and the 

bone under her eye socket was 

broken,” Worsham said.

Worsham said his daughter 

was undergoing surgery Fri-

day afternoon.

Worsham asked that prayers 

be said on behalf of his daugh-

ter for a full and complete 

recovery.

Hundreds gather to mark ‘National Day of Prayer’

Mike Lee|

CLICK magazine

A wreath adorns 

the Fallen Heroes 

Memorial on 

the historic 

DeSoto County 

Courthouse lawn 

Friday. Ceremo-

nies were moved 

inside due to in-

clement weather.

Fallen Heroes saluted

SEE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, P2

‘Prayer allows us an opportunity 
to refl ect and to seek guidance, 
strength, comfort and inspira-

tion from Almighty God.’

Tina Tatum, National Day of Prayer organizer
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Prayer and praise brought DeSoto County together with the rest of the nation Thursday during National Day of Prayer events, held across 

the country, including the gazebo in front of the Olive Branch City Hall.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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The threat of rain didn’t dampen the enthu-
siasm and passion for the memories of eight 
fallen public safety offi cers who gave their 
lives in the line of duty.

Each offi cer was remembered during the 
annual “DeSoto County Fallen Heroes Memo-
rial Service” on Friday, held inside the DeSo-
to County Courthouse due to the weather.

A packed courtroom looked on as DeSoto 
County Sheriff Bill Rasco read the names of 
the fallen offi cers aloud during a roll call of 
honor.

Presentations were made to each of the 
family members by Rasco.

Jamey Pirtle, wife of Southaven Police 
Chief Steve Pirtle, led those in attendance in 
singing the “National Anthem.”

Keynote speaker, Mississippi Commissioner 

of Public Safety Marshall Fisher noted each 
of the fallen offi cers had paid “the ultimate 
sacrifi ce.”

Olive Branch Fire Chief Johnny Eason 
presided over the presentation of the “Fallen 
Hero” scholarships, which have been estab-
lished at Northwest Mississippi Community 
College in honor of the slain offi cers.

Each of the county’s fi ve police chiefs were 
introduced, noting the dedication of each 
chief to serving and protecting the public. 
Hernando Chief Scott Worsham was absent 
due to the accident of a family member.

The Southaven High School Men’s Choir 
serenaded the crowd with a rendition of 
“Amazing Grace.”

Olive Branch Police Chief Don Gammage, 
in a softly spoken but stirring prayer, paid 
homage to the offi cers who wear the uniform 
each and very day and protect the public.
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ROBERT LEE LONG  is the Commu-

nity Editor. He may be contacted at 

rlong@desototimestribune.com or at 

662-429-6397, ext. 252.


