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PERFECTION! Jaguars’ bowling rolls  into regionals unbeaten for year. 

Golden opportunity

There is a golden opportunity to help-

ing solve a dark problem — that of opioid 

addiction in America and the county 

which ranks number one in opioid-relat-

ed deaths in Mississippi, DeSoto County.

The solution is a partnership between 

law enforcement, government, emergen-

cy personnel and the mental health and 

medical communities, according to Dr. 

Theodore Bender, Ph.D., the new CEO of 

Turning Point in Southaven, part of the 

Addiction Campuses of America net-

work, based in Brentwood, Tenn.

“We have a war to fi ght — the war 

against addiction,” Bender said. “We 

can’t do that unless we are armed with 

knowledge.”

There have already been more than 

35 overdose deaths within the past year 

in DeSoto County and a grim number 

totaling more than 250 overdose deaths 

related to opioids in 2016 statewide, ris-

ing to 234 fatalities by October of 2017.

“The mark is likely to surpass 300,” 

said Bender, as he addressed members of 

the civic, political, medical and mental 

health communities during a “Go For 

The Gold in Recovery” event, marking 

Turning Point’s two-year milestone on 

Friday.

“We have to mobilize now if we are 

going to make a difference,” said Bender, 

who moved to Mississippi just 55 days 

ago.

The solution to treatment might be eas-

ier than preventing the problem which 

is due partly to overprescribed opioid 

drugs, according to Bender.

“In DeSoto County, there are enough 

opioid prescriptions to have every man, 

woman and child swallow a pill for 67 

days straight,” Bender said.

O.B. 
responds  
to recent 

storms
Olive Branch Mayor Scott 

Phillips feels his city street 

crews did as much as possible 

to keep streets safe in the wake 

of the recent snow and ice that 

blanketed his city.  

Phillips has categorized the 

city’s efforts as being “the best 

we could with the conditions 

that were given to us.” 

“The fi rst event was more of 

the rain, freezing rain, sleet 

and snow combination,” Phil-

lips said. “We were out with 

crews around 3:30 a.m. for the 

fi rst event and had everything 

sanded and salted as best we 

could, but unfortunately the 

storm kind of got ahead of us, 

as it did with most everyone I 

found.”

When snow struck on Mon-

day, Jan. 15, Phillips said the 

city was able to use something 

in its street department arse-

nal it typically does not need to 

use: a snow plow.  

“We actually have a snow 

plow that was given to us 

several years ago and I think 

this was probably the fi rst time 

that it was used,” Phillips said. 

“They were out with it that 

morning, pushing some snow 

around. But unfortunately, 

once you go over this type of 

snow, it packs pretty quickly 

and it’s not as easy to scrape 

off.”

That has been the case with 

Olive Branch and other after 

Treatment center marks ‘Turning Point’ for recovering addicts

Robert Long|DTT

DeSoto County Emer-

gency Services Deputy 

Director Josh Harper 

and Capt. Ben McMinn 

are on the front lines 

in assisting the county 

and region during a 

disaster situation.

Dynamic duo real-life Super Heroes

SEE GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY, P2
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‘We have a war to fi ght — the 
war against addiction. We can’t 

do that unless we are armed 
with knowledge.’

Dr. Theodore Bender, CEO, Turning Point in 
Southaven
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Stacy Dodd, Director of Operations for Turning Point in Southaven, gives area civic leaders a guided tour of the addiction treatment center 

campus, located off  Stateline Road. The facility is marking its two-year anniversary.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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If there is ever an emergency in DeSoto 
County, who are you going to call?

More often than not, whatever emergency 
that might arise will require the exper-
tise of a “dynamic duo” of sorts — Deputy 
Director of DeSoto County Emergency 
Services Josh Harper and Capt. Ben Mc-
Minn, who is with the Urban Search and 
Rescue Team for Task Force 1, the regional 

response team in North Mississippi.
While they are not Batman and Robin, 

their exploits often prove just as heroic.
Harper, who has been serving among the 

ranks of DeSoto County EMS for the past 
16 years, formerly served with the Horn 
Lake Fire Department and also serves in 
a leadership role with Task Force 1, which 
operates under the auspices of the U.S. 
Dept. of Homeland Security.
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