
New data shows that 30% 

of COVID-19 deaths in the 

county were residents of 

long-term care facilities.

The Mississippi State De-

partment of Health (MSDH) 

released new, county-spe-

cific data, which included a 

closer look at who is being 

most affected by the corona-

virus. The data is a look at 

the pandemic in Mississippi, 

county by county, through 

July 11.

The large share of deaths 

in long-term care facility 
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Opting for online

‘I don’t want to die 
on that hill,’

says one teacher,
fearing infection

Teachers 
divided on 
in-person 
classes

Will Stribling|DTT

Emma Riley (left), Evan Riley (center) and Paisley Riley (right) will not be attending school in-person in August due to the spread of 
COVID-19.

As the first day of school 

approaches for DeSoto Coun-

ty Schools, teachers are faced 

with teaching students face-

to-face in the midst of an un-

controlled rise in COVID-19 

cases.

Educators have a wide 

array of feelings about the 

reopening of classrooms for 

students, now just 18 days 

away. Some have welcomed 

the decision, saying it’s time 

to reopen and can be done 

safely, even if some risk is 

involved. Others say that they 

fear for their health and the 

lives of their loved ones, and 

some have considered retir-

ing early or leaving the field 

for another career.

The reopening of the 

largest public school district 

in Mississippi has involved 

confusion for everyone, 

including teachers. With 

limited information — about 

the virus, how classrooms 

will operate and the way the 

virus interacts with different 

age groups — teachers are 

now trying to plan to teach 

children in a way unlike any 

in recent decades.

One teacher, who has al-

ready been teaching children 

in recent months through 

a YMCA essential workers 

camp, said she is encouraging 

parents to send their children 

to in-person classes in the 

fall.

“We’re going to give them 

what they need,” Tymara 

Dunlap, a teacher at Horn 

Lake Intermediate School and 

worker at the YMCA camps, 

said. “We’re being more pro-

active than we are reactive.”

State releases new data
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The day-to-day life of the Riley family is like 

that of many others during the pandemic. The 

kind where trips to the grocery store are their 

only reprieve from the house, and the most ex-

citing part of the day is when Amazon deliveries 

arrive. 

That monotony is why when Meghan Riley told 

two of her three kids last week that they could 

decide whether to return to school in August or 

opt for the distance learning option, they chose 

the former. 

On Monday night, Meghan changed her mind. 

After doing more research on the effects of 

COVID-19 on children, she decided the risk was 

too great. 

“I don’t want to make a decision that will affect 

my children for the rest of their lives because of 

something I could have prevented easily,” Meghan 

said. 

Their family has already seen the impact of 

COVID-19 in their home. Meghan’s husband, Bud-

dy Riley, contracted the virus last month. They 

had him quarantined upstairs for several weeks 

and weren’t able to do much for him besides call-

ing through the door to check on him and leaving 

food on the floor outside. 

Buddy didn’t share what having the virus was 

like with Meghan while he was sick, but opened up 

after he recovered.

“There was a point where I wanted to die. I 

BY WILL STRIBLING
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER

BY DANIEL PAYNE
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

0

100

2

00

300

400

500

600

700

800

84 cases

2,619 Cases

900

1000

7/234/1

1100

1200

1300

1400

1500

1600

1700

1800

1900

2000

2100

2200

2300

2400

2500

2600

2700

SEE  FAMILY, P10

BY DANIEL PAYNE
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Mask order added to 10 counties

Gov. Tate Reeves announced 
on Monday morning that ten 
counties would be added to his 
mask mandate, which already 
affected thirteen counties across 
the state.

“COVID-19 is spreading and 
killing in our state,” Reeves said 
in a tweet. “It is not a hypotheti-
cal, it is happening.”

The order does not include 
measures for enforcement, and 
in some places, the order has 
been largely ignored.

These counties have been 
added to the mandate: Bolivar, 
Covington, Forrest, Humphreys, 
Panola, Sharkey, Simpson, Talla-
hatchie, Tate and Walthall.

These counties remain under 
the order: Claiborne, DeSoto, 
Grenada, Harrison, Hinds, 
Jackson, Jefferson, Madison, 
Quitman, Rankin, Sunflower, 
Washington and Wayne.

This comes at a time when 
case numbers continue to rise 
across the state, pushing the lim-
its of some hospital capacities. 
During a press conference last 
Friday, Dr. Thomas Dobbs, state 
health officer at the Mississippi 
State Department of Health, 
urged all hospitals to expand 
their capacity as much as possi-
ble to accommodate the coming 
cases.

Reeves said he would release 
more details at the 2:30 news 
conference today.
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