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BIG NIGHT! Quistors — Green Wave to highlight Friday football slate. P6

‘Money’ matters

The city of Olive Branch has gained 

fame the past several weeks for its 

inclusion in the “Best Places to Live in 

America” listing from Money Magazine. 

Olive Branch was tagged as num-

ber fi ve in the rankings of American 

communities of small to middle-sized 

population.

Being placed in the national spotlight 

in this way, as well as through other ven-

ues, such as being the fastest growing 

community in the country by Business-

week Magazine in 2011, indicates the 

interest others outside DeSoto County 

have had in the city. 

The growth in population and the 

growth in business were on display 

Wednesday when the annual Business 

and Community Expo was again held at 

Northcentral Electric Power Associa-

tion.  

Many of the people who came to the 

event expressed the belief that the small-

town feel with the big city conveniences 

were important factors to being a part of 

Olive Branch. 

“It’s got all of the qualities of a small 

town but a lot of things you want to do 

and the amenities that you need in a big 

town,” said Darrell Patriick of Centu-

ryLink, which serves the Olive Branch 

community. 

Owners of small businesses in Olive 

Branch, such as Audie Simmons of the 

Merle Norman store on Goodman Road, 

believes the city has a lot to offer the peo-

ple she deals with on a regular basis.  

“We have the advantages of a larger 

town, without the disadvantages of a 

larger town,” Simmons said. “It’s a real-

ly good mix that serves the community 

well, and the businesses.”

The latest reported U.S Census fi gures 

Chambers 
murder 

trial 
underway

Testimony Wednesday in the 

trial of a man charged in the 

burning death of 19-year-old 

Jessica Chambers on Dec. 6, 

2014 was hard to hear and fami-

ly members wept as photos and 

diagrams of Jessica Chambers 

were introduced in the court-

room as evidence.

The trial proceedings are 

being livestreamed by WMC-

TV, news partner of the DeSoto 

Times-Tribune.

In the trial of the man 

accused in Chambers’ death, 

Quinton Tellis, 29, sat impas-

sively as testimony was given 

before a sequestered jury in 

the Panola County Courtroom 

in Batesville.

Tellis has pleaded not guilty 

in Chambers’ death, a case 

which has received national 

attention. If convicted, he faces 

life without parole. He also 

faces a murder indictment in 

Louisiana, where he is accused 

in the torture death of another 

young woman.

Circuit Judge Gerald Cha-

tham of Hernando, whose 

district includes the town of 

Courtland where Chambers 

was found nearly burned alive, 

presided over the trial, which 

began with jury selection on 

Monday.

A defense attorney, Darla 

Palmer, in her opening state-

ment said that Tellis had been 

wrongly implicated in her 

Expo promotes small-town feel and big city convenience
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Hernando Rotary 

Club President Derick 

Biglane invites the pub-

lic to attend the fi rst 

October Brewfest on 

Friday, Oct. 13 from 6-9 

p.m. The event will ben-

efi t a project to bring 

clean water to Central 

American villages and a 

Rotary scholarship to a 

Hernando High School 

senior.

The brew’s the thing at Brewfest

SEE EXPO, P2

SEE CHAMBERS, P2

‘We have a lot of local business-
es that are trying to keep busi-
ness local and I think we have a 
lot of residents that want to do 

the same.’

Ryan Barnes, Olive Branch businessman
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A busy exhibit area was fi lled with businesses and residents at Wednesday’s Business and Community Expo at the Northcentral Electric 

Power Association headquarters in Olive Branch.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

‘Money’ matters

Hernando Rotary 

Club President Derick 

Biglane invites the pub-

Rotary scholarship to a 

Hernando High School 

senior.

The increasing popularity of craft beer is 
giving a DeSoto County service club the op-
portunity to tap into the growing trend and 
aid two projects that promote their credo, 
“Service above self.” 

The Hernando Rotary Club is hosting its 
fi rst October Brewfest Friday evening, Oct. 
13 from 6-9 p.m. Jim Seay’s courtyard at 

315 Losher Street is where folks can come 
and taste different craft beers, most of them 
native to Mississippi, where the search for 
brews beyond the typical store-bought brand 
has gained an increasing demand.  

“We were looking at different fundraisers 
and seeing what other Rotary Clubs were 
doing,” said club president Derick Biglane. 
“The reason this is called a Brewfest is 
because there are other Rotary clubs that 

SEE BREWFEST, P2
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