
BUSINESS 3

OPINION                                               4

PUZZLES 5

SPORTS 6

ARREST REPORT  10

CLASSIFIEDS                                   11

desototimestribune.com
662-429-6397

2445 Highway 51
Hernando MS 38632

HUSTLIN! Memphis Husgtle earns split in opening weekend. P6

‘Healthiest Hometown’

Hernando, the DeSoto County seat, has 

reclaimed the mantle as Mississippi’s 

“Healthiest Hometown,” a designation 

that recognizes the city’s efforts to pro-

mote fi tness and healthy living.

In a ceremony at City Hall this past Fri-

day, Blue Cross/Blue Shield Foundation 

of Mississippi Executive Director Sheila 

Grogan presented city offi cials with the 

“Healthy Hometown Award” for 2017 and a 

$25,000 award.

Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson said the 

award money will be put to good use.

“The money will be used to upgrade 

Renasant Park with a new walking trail,” 

Ferguson said. “With a top-notch skate 

park and a brand new dog park, the trail 

will be another avenue for people of all 

ages to exercise.”

On Friday, Ferguson led city offi cials 

and the public on a “Community Walk” 

from City Hall around the Town Square.

Hernando was the fi rst city in the State 

of Mississippi to receive the “Healthy 

Hometown” recognition back in 2010.

Gia Matheny, Community Development 

Director for the City of Hernando, said 

there is a commitment to health and 

fi tness that begins from the top down at 

city hall.

Within the past year, a fi tness center was 

established for employees at the near-

by Gale Center, which is used by police 

offi cers and city employees alike to stay 

physically fi t.

In the past several years, the city worked 

to establish a community garden, promot-

ed Mississippi’s No.1 rated farmers market 

— the fi fth best farmers market in the na-

tion — held community-wide health fairs, 

offered health screenings and fl u shots for 

the up-coming cold and fl u season.

“We are grateful to be a recipient of 

the grant which allows us to focus on the 

public and our employees in the city,” 

Matheny said.

Lawsuit fi led 
over alleged 

contract 
breach

The owners of a now defunct 

restaurant, Fillin Station 

Grille, which principal parties 

say was forced to close because 

its neighbor, Southern Thunder 

Harley Davidson, began selling 

food in direct competition with 

and in direct violation of a 

reciprocal easement agreement 

have fi led suit in Circuit Court 

alleging breach of contract.

Fill It Up, LLC, Fillin Sta-

tion Grille, LLC, and Steven P. 

Beene have fi led a complaint 

in the Circuit Court of DeSoto 

County alleging breach of con-

tract and failure to act in good 

faith with that agreement.

Fill It Up , LLC, fi led for 

bankruptcy protection before 

the Northern District of Mis-

sissippi on April 27, 2016.

Beene, its principal owner at 

the time of the fi ling, said the 

restaurant closed its door on 

Oct. 15.

According to Beene, the rea-

son for the restaurant’s demise, 

in part, was due to the fact 

that Southern Thunder Harley 

Davidson began allowing food 

vendor trucks to set up on the 

property adjoining Fillin Sta-

tion Grille, in direct violation 

of a signed agreement between 

the two parties.

“We sent them a cease and 

stop letter to them over a year 

ago,” said Beene. “They were 

over there cooking and giving 

it (food) away or selling it for 

DeSoto County seat renamed state’s healthiest city
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Roy Ray, Organiza-

tion Development 

Consultant for the 

Rotary Club District 

6800’s “50 in 5 

Project” addresses 

the Rotary Club of 

Hernando.

50 in 5 project aims to equip juveniles

SEE FILLIN’ STATION, P2

‘We are grateful to be a recipient 
of the grant which allows us 

to focus on the public and our 
employees in the city.’

Gia Matheny, Hernando Community 
Development Director
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Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson, along with Ward 3 Alderman Gary Higdon and Fire Chief Hubert Jones, lead the public and fellow city offi  -

cials on a “Community Walk” from City Hall around the historic Town Square in celebration of the city’s designation as the state’s healthi-

est city.
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Project” addresses 

Hernando.

Reducing juvenile crime by 50 percent 
within fi ve years is the goal of an ambitious 
project undertaken in District 6800, which 
includes the Southaven, Hernando and Olive 
Branch Rotary Clubs.

Southaven Rotary’s Bob Bickley has taken 
the lead on the project locally but its core 
proponent is Roy G. Ray, who hails from the 
tiny community of Lamar, just north of Holly 
Springs.

Ray was the guest speaker recently who 
addressed the Rotary Club of Hernando.

“We’re tough on juveniles but we need to get 
tough and smart on crime,” Ray said. “One-
fourth of the people in civilian jails suffered 
what the experts call Adverse Childhood 
Experiences. Adverse Childhood Experiences 
are things which happen to children in the 
fi rst thousand days of life. We do a good job in 
putting in good foundations in buildings but 
we are doing a lousy job in building brains 
in babies. If we don’t learn to prevent ACES 

SEE 50 IN 5, P9

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR


