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TAX SALE! 2017 DeSoto County Delinquent Tax Sale section in today’s issue.

Olden days

Cars whiz past a barbed-wire fence at 

the corner of Swinnea and Star Landing 

roads where horses and a burro graze on 

the sparse grass of a weedy pasture.

The location is the heart of a near-

ly-forgotten African-American commu-

nity named Jago, named for an early 

resident.

Two years ago, Southaven city offi cials 

placed a marker in honor of the once 

thriving community.

Sam Williams, a native of the Jago 

community, said he has many fond mem-

ories of a rich, dynamic neighborhood.

“It was a proud time for black farmers 

in Jago and their families who raised 

crops,” Williams said. “They owned 

their own land. There was a time when 

you could walk up Swinnea all the way 

to Stateline and you would step on black 

folks’ land every step of the way. There 

was no transportation to get anywhere. 

We went to school and church. We had a 

little store and across the street was the 

post offi ce and a sorghum mill. Every-

body in that little store was poor. You 

couldn’t hardly cook a meal. You might 

walk next door to your neighbor and 

borrow some sugar or butter. If the wind 

blew your door open, somebody would 

walk by and shut it for you. that’s just 

the way it was.”

Williams said one of the latest proj-

ects for a group of former residents is 

to restore the former Masonic Lodge at 

Dustin Place and Church Road.

“We hope to restore it and put a little 

museum inside on the history of the Jago 

community,” Williams said.

Other former residents also point to 

the community with pride.

Former 
Hernando 
employee 

charged

A former city of Hernando 

Recreation and Parks employ-

ee has been charged with sex 

crimes involving a minor.

Hernando authorities say 

that James Michael Richard-

son was arrested on Aug. 9 and 

charged with enticement of a 

child to meet for sexual purpos-

es and contempt of court.

According to Hernando 

Mayor Tom Ferguson the case 

is still an open one.

“I really can’t say anything 

on this since the investigation 

is still ongoing,” Ferguson 

said.

According to city offi cials, 

Richardson’s employment end-

ed in October of 2017.

DeSoto Times-Tribune news 

partner WMCTV Action News 

5 is reporting that the Her-

nando Police Department is 

also reporting that the case 

involves an ongoing investi-

gation and investigators are 

looking into the possibility of 

other possible complaints.

Ferguson said not having 

Richardson’s personnel fi le in 

front of him he did not know 

the details of Richard’s employ-

ment with the city.

“Hopefully, when we get a 

little further along, we’ll know 

something more and we’ll have 

a statement at that time,” Fer-

guson said late Wednesday.

New eff ort to preserve once thriving community

Bob Bakken|DTT

Jeny Price, a 

parent of two sons 

and active in the 

Lake Cormorant 

schools, is seeking 

election to the 

District 4 seat on 

the DeSoto County 

Schools Board of 

Education. 

Price fi les for DCS School Board

SEE OLDEN  DAYS, P2

‘You might walk next door to 
your neighbor and borrow some 
sugar or butter. If the wind blew 

your door open, somebody 
would walk by and shut it for 

you. That’s just the way it was.’

Sam Williams, former Jago resident
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Horses and a burro graze in this pasture at the corner of Star Landing and Swinnea Road in Southaven near the site of the former Jago com-

munity.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

2440 McIngvale Rd., Hernando
662.449.1630

2600 Panola St., Hernando
662.449.1089

5960 Getwell Rd., Suite 112, Southaven
662.874.5400

gbtonline.com

Students, don’t start school without SAM!
Your SAM bank account will help you get Smart About your Money!  

•	 FREE	Online	Banking		 •	 No	monthly	service	charge
•	 FREE	Mobile	Banking	 •	 ATM	fee	refunds

*Applicants	must	be	a	full-time	student	up	to	24	years	of	age	and	receive	electronic	receipt	of	monthly	statement.	
Fees	may	apply.
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The race for the District 4 seat on the 
DeSoto County Schools (DCS) Board of Ed-
ucation became a contested race last week 
when Jeny Price, a Lake Comorant Middle 
School and High School parent, fi led papers 
to have her name on the ballot for District 4 
board member.  

Price put her name in the running Aug. 

8 for the seat now held by Sheila Riley, who 
has also fi led for re-election. 

Price, who earlier this year was named the 
DCS Parent of the Year, said she has been 
considering a run for election for several 
months. 

“With me being involved in the middle 
school and now the high school, I started 
thinking, ‘What can I do beyond this, be-
yond just helping as a parent?’  Price said. 
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ROBERT LEE LONG  is the Community 

Editor. He may be contacted at rlong@

desototimestribune.com or at 662-429-

6397, ext. 252.


