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IT’S SHOWTIME! Playoff s start Friday for three football teams. P6

Historic day

Tuesday’s general election and special 

election were ones for the history books, 

according to DeSoto County Election 

offi cials.

“I’ve been doing this for 30 years and I 

have never seen a turnout like this for a 

mid-term election in my lifetime,” said 

DeSoto County Election Commissioner 

Paul Beale of Olive Branch. “Someone 

said this was the biggest turnout in a 

mid-term election nationwide since 1917.”

Of DeSoto County’s 104,510 registered 

voters, a total of 50,926 voted in Tues-

day’s elections, or 48.73 percent.

It was an election that decided one con-

tested circuit court judgeship and two 

DeSoto County School Board seats along 

with uncontested races in chancery, 

circuit and county court judge positions 

along with a Mississippi Supreme Court 

of Appeals and a U.S. Rep. post.

Circuit Court Judge Celeste Embrey 

Wilson will return to her position on 

the bench after defeating attorney Stan 

Little in one of the more contested races 

of Election Day 2018.

DeSoto County Board of Education 

board members Ann Jolley and Sheila 

Riley were re-elected as they fended off 

challenges for their District 3 and Dis-

trict 4 seats, respectively, on the school 

board.

And, voters in DeSoto County gave U.S. 

Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith a slight edge over 

Mike Espy in the four-person challenge 

for the seat Hyde-Smith was appointed to 

with the earlier resignation/retirement 

Hernando 
Animal 
Shelter 

site OK’d
A packed crowd looked on as 

Hernando aldermen Tuesday unan-

imously approved a site for Hernan-

do’s new animal shelter on property 

not far from the existing dog park in 

Renasant Park.

Hernando aldermen voted to 

approve a one-acre site on city-owned 

property known as the South Lagoon 

site as the new site for the city’s new 

animal shelter.

Applause and cheers erupted after 

the vote. The vote was unanimous 

among all aldermen present. Ward 3 

Alderman Gary Higdon was absent.

A total of  $275,000 has been 

approved for the new animal shelter 

and local architect Doug Thornton 

with the architectural fi rm of AERC 

has donated his services for its 

design.

“It’s absolutely perfect,” said 

Hernando Animal Shelter Executive 

Director Susan Huff after the vote. 

“We actually like the location better 

than the original location in Renas-

ant Park.”

The proposed site for the no-kill 

shelter is within walking distance of 

the dog park.

The new site is located on land 

formerly used as the South Lagoon, 

located not far from the city’s skate-

board park.

“Soil testing will be done at the 

lagoon site,” added Huff. “If the soil 

testing is okay, we can get started 

very quickly. It could be just a couple 

of months.”

Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson 

said the new shelter’s exact foot print 

and size has yet to be determined. 

“It’s a win-win for everybody,” Fergu-

son said.

Wilson re-elected as Circuit Judge; Hyde-Smith, Espy in Nov. 27 runoff 
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Chris and Anna 

Beeman, and 

their two chil-

dren, Laney and 

Will.

Running the race of life

SEE HISTORIC DAY, P2

‘I’ve been doing this for 30 years 
and I have never seen a turnout 
like this for a mid-term election 

in my lifetime. Someone said 
this was the biggest turnout in 

a mid-term election nationwide 
since 1917.’

DeSoto County Election Commissioner 
Paul Beale
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DeSoto County Election Commissioner Barry Chatham helps check receiving bags in the vault of the DeSoto County Election Commission 

Offi  ce following Tuesday’s general and special elections.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

2440 McIngvale Rd., Hernando
662.449.1630

2600 Panola St., Hernando
662.449.1089

5960 Getwell Rd., Suite 112, Southaven
662.874.5400

gbtonline.com

Students, don’t start school without SAM!
Your SAM bank account will help you get Smart About your Money!  

•	 FREE	Online	Banking		 •	 No	monthly	service	charge
•	 FREE	Mobile	Banking	 •	 ATM	fee	refunds

*Applicants	must	be	a	full-time	student	up	to	24	years	of	age	and	receive	electronic	receipt	of	monthly	statement.	
Fees	may	apply.
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Running the race in life is not always 
easy but it produces champions who 
can go the distance.

Will Beeman, son of Chris and Anna 
Beeman, was born with biliary atresia 
in November of 2017. They discovered 
that he had this rare disease when they 
went in for a routine two-month well-
ness check with his pediatrician. 

This disease causes the liver to not 
be properly connected to the intestines 
through the bile duct and effects one in 

100,000 children. 
“Will underwent a surgery in Febru-

ary of this year at LeBonheur Chil-
dren’s Hospital to connect the liver and 
intestines but unfortunately the liver 
had already become cirrhotic,” said his 
mom Anna. 

Will and his family, including  his big 
sister Laney, temporarily relocated to 
Washington, D.C. in April in order for 
Will to receive a liver transplant. 

SEE RUNNING, P2
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