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JUST FOR KICKS! Soccer All-Stars battle rain in season fi nale. P6

Road Warrior

As a U.S. Marine, Northern District 

Transportation Commissioner Mike 

Tagert is not afraid of a fi ght.

However, when the fi ght is unneces-

sary and unprincipled, as he sees it, the 

normally mild-mannered Tagert takes 

off the gloves.

In an editorial board meeting with the 

DeSoto Times-Tribune on Wednesday, 

Tagert called a plan by Lt. Gov. Tate 

Reeves and the Mississippi State Senate 

to take control of potentially more than a 

billion dollars in transportation funds “a 

power grab.”

The bill, which passed the Mississip-

pi State Senate with lightning speed is 

now headed to the Mississippi House of 

Representatives where Tagert hopes is a 

more deliberative body when it comes to 

basically restructuring fi nancial control 

and oversight of transportation funds 

in Mississippi for roads, highways and 

bridges and other infrastructure.

Last week, Reeves unveiled his $1.1 

billion BRIDGE Act, which stands for 

“Building Roads, Improving Develop-

ment and Growing the Economy.”

The bill, which shifts certain authori-

ties from the Mississippi Department of 

Transportation to the governor, purports 

to divert more than $800 million from 

the state’s rainy day fund into a new 

“Economic Development and Bridge 

Repair Fund” under control of the gov-

ernor, be it Bryant, who is term-limited 

to two terms by the state Constitution, 

or potentially Reeves should he run and 

become elected.

Flooding 
expected 
in DeSoto

Rainfall overnight is expect-

ed to cause low-lying areas to 

fl ood this morning with some 

roads expected to be closed, ac-

cording to DeSoto County Road 

Manager Andy Swims.

“Rain chances have dropped 

ever so slightly but they are 

still expecting pretty heavy 

rainfall at times overnight,” 

Swims said. “We think that 

will mean that we will be deal-

ing with road closures in the 

morning,” added Swims during 

a late Wednesday afternoon 

interview.

Swims said the recent spate 

of wet weather has caused the 

ground to become saturated 

with moisture.

“Everything is pretty well 

saturated right now so creeks 

and rivers will fi ll up faster 

than they normally would,” 

Swims said.

At press time Wednesday, 

Conger Road in eastern DeSoto 

County was closed and the 

Mississippi Delta portion of 

DeSoto County was facing 

rising water.

“Conger Road is still under 

water and so is the Hernando 

DeSoto River Park near Walls,” 

Swims said. “We also may be 

a bit pessimistic but we put up 

barricades on the shoulders 

with the anticipation of closing 

Holly Springs Road.”

DeSoto County Supervisor 

Lee Caldwell, whose district 

Tagert and MDOT Commissioners facing usurpation of control

Bradley Sowell Day Friday in Hernando
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‘It’s a power grab — I’ll call it 
what it is. But what I like to 

focus on is why it’s detrimental. 
What we want to do  — person-
alities aside — is to be talking 

about whether it is good public 
policy.’

Mike Tagert, Northern District Transportation 
Commissioner
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Southaven Mayor Darren Musselwhite (left) discusses transportation issues with Northern Transportation Commissioner Mike Tagert at 
the conclusion of the recent Southaven Chamber of Commerce Quarterly Luncheon at the Landers Center.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

A hometown hero who represented his 
community on the college gridiron and 
on the turf of the NFL will be honored 
with a day of his own and a special proc-
lamation on Friday.

The City of Hernando with the assis-
tance of the Rotary Club of Hernando 
along with other sponsors will host 
“Bradley Sowell Day” on Friday, begin-
ning at 11 a.m. with a reception in the 
former Hernando High School gradu-
ate’s honor at the Gale Center, located 
on South Street, in Hernando.

From there, the festivities will move 
to Hernando High School on Dilworth 
Lane where Sowell’s jersey will offi cial-
ly be retired.

“Bradley has been a tremendous 
representative for Hernando, not only 
at Ole Miss but also in the NFL,” Danny 
Phillips, longtime friend of the family 
and youth sports advocate in the city, 
said Wednesday during a meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Hernando.

Sowell currently plays offensive 
tackle for the Chicago Bears. He played 
offensive tackle for the University of 
Mississippi from 2007-11. Sowell signed 
to play with the Arizona Cardinals in 
2014 and has also played with the Tam-
pa Bay Buccaneers, the Indianapolis 
Colts and the Seattle Seahawks.
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Bradley Sowell, 
a graduate of 
Hernando High 
School, played 
off ensive tackle 
at the University 
of Mississippi and 
currently plays 
in that position 
for the Chicago 
Bears. A day in his 
honor has been 
proclaimed for 
Friday in the City 
of Hernando.

ROBERT LEE LONG  is the Community Editor. He 

may be contacted at rlong@desototimestribune.

com or at 662-429-6397, ext. 252.


