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DODGING RAINDROPS! Dizzy Dean tournaments head into fi nal days at Snowden Grove. P6

Right in step

The Mid-South last weekend played host 

to some of  the most talented marching mu-

sical groups in the country when Liberty 

Bowl Memorial Stadium in Memphis was 

the site of  the summer tour called Drum 

Corps International. 

Several of  the top groups from across the 

nation converged Saturday night to per-

form and be judged as they move toward 

the World Championship event.

Two young men who are or have been 

part of  the Pride of  DeSoto Central March-

ing Band were performing on the Liberty 

Bowl turf  as members of  Music City, a 

group based in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Patrick Nelsen was one of  Music City’s 

two drum majors and Nykalus Moore 

performed with the mellophone. Nelsen is 

set to attend Mississippi State and Moore is 

entering his senior year at DeSoto Central.  

For Nelsen, Moore and all of  the per-

formers in the various groups that com-

prise Drum Corps International, this sum-

mer has involved rehearsal, performing 

and traveling, followed by more rehearsal, 

performing and traveling, and so on.  

Their time has included hours of  travel 

and sleeping on tour buses, then time on 

a fi eld marching, rehearsing and learn-

ing steps and choreography. Then it’s 

“showtime” and their 10-15 minute show is 

judged in real time to earn scores that lead 

their group toward the World Champion-

ship, which this year is Saturday, Aug. 10 at 

Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana 

on the same fi eld the NFL Colts play on.  

Called “Marching Music’s Major 

League,” Drum Corps International 

has been in existence since 1971. There 

are more than 100 musical events that 

comprise the DCI schedule. Music City 

performed against six other groups. They 

Body 
identifi ed, 

murder 
charges  

now fi led

Charges have been upgrad-

ed against a Southaven man 

who lived in a home where a 

body was found buried in the 

backyard last week. Police late 

Monday morning also identi-

fi ed the victim who they found 

at the location.  

Southaven police said Grady 

Deborad, age 80 of Southaven, 

was the person who they found 

in the shallow grave at the rear 

of a Burton Lane residence 

Tuesday afternoon, July 9. Deb-

orad had lived at the residence 

for a period of time before he 

went missing, police reported. 

DeSoto County Jail records 

DeSoto County musicians part of elite drum corps tour
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It was fi sh and poli-

tics Saturday at the 

Walls Fire Depart-

ment Saturday as 

county and state can-

didates were invited 

to come and speak at 

a fi sh fry and fund-

raiser for a training 

center to be built at 

the department.

Fundraiser raises money for fi re training center

SEE RIGHT IN STEP, P2SEE MURDER  CHARGES, P2

‘Our common goal is to make a 
show that the audience loves.’

Patrick Nelsen, Music City
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From left, Nykalus Moore and Patrick Nelsen are two members of the Drum Corps International’s Music City, based in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Both are from DeSoto Central High School’s Pride of DeSoto Central Marching Band. Moore is a senior at the high school this fall and Nelsen 

is attending Mississippi State University. 
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This past weekend, Walls Fire 
Department gave county and state 
political candidates the opportunity to 
speak during a fundraiser at its station 
located on Highway 161. 

All candidates within the district and 
state were invited to speak to the com-
munity. However, while politics was the 
driving force behind the fundraiser, 
the aim of the event was not to fund-

raise for candidates but to raise funds 
for a new on-site fi re training center. 
Brandon Potts, captain of the Walls 
Fire Department, explained that the 
Walls department consists exclusively 
of volunteers and that a new training 
center would help “recruit and retain” 
volunteers.

“We think a new training facility 
would keep people here and keep them 
excited about what we do,” Potts said. 

SEE FUNDRAISER  , P2
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