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It’s her way

When Rhonda Guice first became prin-

cipal of  Lake Cormorant Middle School 

in 2006 and then Lake Cormorant High 

School in 2010, she did not have to deal 

with how a predecessor did things in her 

job before she arrived. There wasn’t some-

one before her to deal with. It was her way 

and only her way. 

Now, while Guice retired from her 29-

year education career last June, she will 

always have a presence at the high school 

she helped start on Star Landing Road in 

the western reaches of  DeSoto County. 

Current principal Conell Phillips Jr. and 

the DeSoto County School District has 

made sure of  that.  

In the front commons area above the 

main office door has been hung a portrait 

of  Guice as the first of  the school’s “Head 

Gators.” Additionally, Phillips received 

County  
votes 

counted 
Tuesday

There is a change in lead-

ership at the top of state 

government in Jackson with 

Tuesday’s election of Republi-

can Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves over 

Democratic Attorney General 

Jim Hood as the state’s next 

governor, replacing Phil Bry-

ant, who leaves the office due to 

term limits.  

Meanwhile,  Republican Sec-

retary of State Delbert Hose-

mann is set to become the next 

Lt. Governor with his victory 

Tuesday over Democrat Jay 

Hughes. 

At the DeSoto County level, 

leadership will remain pretty 

much as per usual, with the 

only exception being Ray Den-

ison’s victory over Bacardi M. 

Harris in Supervisor District 3. 

The seat became open with Bill 

Russell’s decision earlier this 

year not to run for re-election.  

Denison, husband of Walls 

Mayor Patti Denison, won elec-

tion on a 2,753-1,796 vote.

The other contested seat on 

the county Board of Supervi-

sors Tuesday will remain with 

the current District 2 Supervi-

sor Mark Gardner, a 6,001-3,003 

winner over challenger James 

E. Woodard.  

Current supervisors Jesse 

Medlin, Lee Caldwell, and Mi-

chael Lee, were all re-elected 

Tuesday without opposition.  

Courtesy photo

A crowded Commerce 

Street is filled with units 

in this file photo of the 

2017 Hernando Veterans 

Parade. This year’s pa-

rade honoring veterans 

is planned for Nov. 11 at 

10 a.m. The route will 

head west on Com-

merce Street from Mt. 

Pleasant, around the 

Courthouse Square and 

continue on E. Center 

Street to its conclusion. 

Annual parade highlights Veterans Day events
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Retired Lake Cormorant High School principal Rhonda Guice looks up at the sign revealed to indicate the street in front of the school and its 

faculty parking area has been named “Rhonda Guice Way” in her honor.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

DeSoto County this week continues 
to pay tribute to and honor its veterans 
with events across the county.  

One such event is set for the streets 
of  Hernando on Monday, Nov. 11, when 
the city hosts the Hernando Veterans 
Parade.  

The idea was spawned three years ago 

when the first parade of  its type held in 
Hernando in more than 40 years took 
place in 2017. Officials said the event 
had 55 units involved, 350 band mem-
bers, 150 veterans, and 832 students, 
which parade organization vice presi-
dent Randy Martin explained is a very 
important statistic to them.  

“If  we didn’t help them understand 
now, here, in this community, what it 
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Retired principal honored by school she helped start

Hustle season starts 
Friday...Page 6
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‘It was about the kids and the 
teachers and having the best 

schools we could possibly have.’

Rhonda Guice


