
With the start of a new 
year, a new term begins 
for DeSoto County officials 
elected during the November 
general election. 

Sunday afternoon, Dec. 29, 
those elected officials were 
sworn into office during a 
ceremony in the main court-
room of the DeSoto County 

Courthouse in Hernando.  
The process of being sworn 

in for nearly all of the those 
involved Sunday afternoon 
was a repeat event, as all but 
two of them won re-election 
in November. 

Those who stood in front 
of Senior Chancery Court 
Judge Percy Lynchard Jr. 
for the first time were new 
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Set  to  lead

You ask Lewisburg High School senior 

Bobby Current if  he is a liberal or a con-

servative and the answer you get speaks 

volumes for what the nation’s political 

climate should be today, instead of  the 

volatile discourse and divide that exists. 

The answer from Current is simply one 

word: “American.”  

Current, son of  Bobby and Felicia Cur-

rent and the middle son of  three boys, 

wants to shrink the political divide to let 

government work better for all Ameri-

cans. Time as a delegate in the U.S. Sen-

ate Youth Program in Washington, D.C. 

this spring should provide some tools he 

will need to begin that process.  

The program was founded by the U.S. 

Senate to offer a yearly opportunity for 

selected students to gain an in-depth 

view of  the Senate and the federal 

government overall, especially for those 

considering a future of  public service on 

the local, state or national level.

As one of  two Mississippi high school 

students selected, Current will spend the 

week of  March 7-14, meeting government 

officials, including Mississippi U.S. Sena-

tors Cindy Hyde-Smith and Roger Wicker. 

He will be involved in workshops that 

help develop leadership skills, as well as 

visits to national monuments and other 

points of  interest in the Nation’s Capital.  

Politics has been at the front of  Cur-

rent’s mind for some time.  

“Since I was little, I’ve always wanted 

to be involved in politics and my goal has 

always been the Presidency,” Current 

said. “I saw something about the U.S. 

Senate Youth Program online and this 

was something that I would be interested 

in.”

Current added that his election to the 

school’s student council this year for the 

first time was bonus, since holding an 

office such as this was a requirement to 

be considered. 

The schedule for the week in Wash-

ington will include hearing from Presi-

dent Donald Trump and Vice President 

Mike Pence. Current said the group will 

be able to see the Senate at work from 

the gallery and they may also have the 

chance to be on the Senate floor.  

“There is a packed schedule for the 

week and they have a little bit of  every-

thing,” Current said about the agenda he 

will take part in.  

Last spring, Current was a member of  

the Mississippi American Legion’s Boys 

State, another leadership program for 

rising high school seniors.  Current ran 

for, and was elected, as its Governor, run-

ning as an independent at the function 

held on the University of  Mississippi 

campus.  

“I realized that in the 80 years of  the 

program in Mississippi, I am the third 

independent governor elected,” Current 

Man 
dead in 

shooting

A 76-year-old Marshall Coun-

ty man was shot and killed late 

Sunday night, Dec. 29, at the 

end of  a series of  events where 

shots were fired in the park-

ing lots of  two DeSoto County 

restaurants and a firearm 

brandished at another. District 

Attorney John Champion 

released more details about the 

incidents as he begins to look 

further into what happened. 

Monday afternoon, Dec. 30, 

Champion said the victim of  

an officer-involved shooting 

died late Sunday night when a 

pursuit ended in the median of  

the I-22/I-269 interchange south 

of  Olive Branch and shots were 

exchanged. 

Champion said John Bott 

fired first at DeSoto County 

Sheriff ’s Department depu-

ties. The suspect was then was 

shot in response to the initial 

gunfire.

“There’s a lot of  background 

things that has to be done 

about this gentleman,” Cham-

pion told reporters at a news 

conference. “Obviously, it 

appears that he’s going to have 

some severe mental issues as 

best we can tell at this point, 

based on conversations with a 

family member of  his.  We do 

know that he was a veteran and 

that he had significant mental 

issues.”

Champion said the incidents 

began at the Southaven Long-

horn Steakhouse on Goodman 

Road at approximately 10 p.m. 

Sunday night. The man got into 

an argument inside the restau-

rant with employees and was 

asked to leave, which he did, 

Current named to U.S. Senate Youth Program
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County officials elected in 

the November general elec-

tion were officially sworn 

into office Sunday afternoon 

during a ceremony at the 

DeSoto County Courthouse 

in Hernando. Also sworn 

into office Sunday was 

Northern District Transpor-

tation Commissioner John 

Caldwell, who also won 

election in November.

County officials take office for 2020
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‘Since I was little, I’ve always 
wanted to be involved in politics 

and my goal has always been 
the Presidency.’

Bobby Current, Lewisburg High School senior
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Lewisburg High School senior Bobby Current is one of two Mississippi students who were chosen to be part of the United States Senate 

Youth Program. Two students from each state and the District of Columbia were selected to spend a week learning leadership skills, meet-

ing their Senators and observing the legislative process. 
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