
While the recent snowstorm 

kept most people in DeSoto home 

and made for some treacherous 

driving conditions, for one Nes-

bit resident the snow brought 

back memories of building snow-

men and making snow ice cream 

during a major snowstorm in the 

1960.

During World War II, the Jeep 

emerged as a hero to the men 

who fought for its go anywhere, 

do anything ability to tackle any 

type of terrain in any kind of 

weather.

That “go anywhere, do any-

thing” reputation earned a whole 

new following and appreciation 

from area healthcare workers 

during a week of wintry weather 

which blanketed north Mississip-

pi in snow and ice.

Members of the Mid South 

Jeep Club, a group of off road 

Jeep enthusiasts,   volunteered 

around the clock helps g nurses 

and healthcare workers get to 
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Staff Report

DeSoto County residents woke 

up Monday morning to a wintry 

mix of snow and ice which coat-

ed roads, bridges and overpasses  

making for some slick and dan-

gerous travel conditions.

DeSoto County Sheriff ’s De-

partment reported no car acci-

dents Monday morning but ad-

vised residents to avoid travel if 

possible and   for drivers to use 

extreme caution if travel was ab-

solutely necessary.

The bridges on Highway 78, 

Church Road, Highway 305 and 

Highway 302 were all reported as 

being iced over, along with the 

bridges and overpasses on Inter-

state 269 and I-55.

Olive Branch Police Depart-

ment reported that Stateline Road 

at the intersections of Malone 

Road, Pleasant Hill and David-

son in Olive Branch were also 

slick and are urging motorists to 

avoid those areas if possible.

If you are out on the roadways, 

please slow down and move over 

for any emergency vehicles that 

are working accident scenes.

A winter storm is expected to 

dump up to eight inches of snow 

and sleet on parts of northern 

Mississippi throughout the day 

with more accumulation expect-

ed through Wednesday along 

with record breaking low tem-

peratures.

A state of emergency was de-

clared on Sunday as a result of 

the wintry mix.

The Landers Center Covid-19 

vaccination center is closed to-

day due to the weather. All ap-

pointments will be rescheduled.
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The DeSoto road crew clears the roads in the early hours of Monday morning.

Ice Storm Impacts travel for DeSoto County

Jeep club provided a lifeline helping healthcare 
workers get to work during snowy week

DeSoto County 
digs out after 
winter storm

DeSoto County is digging 

out from a third round of winter 

weather which dumped up to ten 

inches of snow in some parts of 

the county and made for some 

treacherous traveling conditions.

County officials extended an 

emergency declaration through 

Friday and both county govern-

ment offices and city government 

offices in Southaven, Hernando, 

Olive Branch and Horn Lake re-

mained closed.

“It’s been hectic,” said Dis-

trict 4 County Supervisor Lee 

Caldwell. “Nature is in control. 

But our road crews have been up 

24/7 and have been phenomenal. 

Everybody all over the county 

has been working together to try 

and make sure our roads are as 

clear as possible.” 

Roads remain snow compact-

ed on Friday with the added 

hazard or black ice. Westbound 

lanes on Church Road between 

Pleasant Hill, westbound I-269 

from Craft Road to Getwell Road, 

Hwy. 305 south of Byhalia Road, 

northbound and southbound 

lanes on Airways Road between 

Goodman Road and Church, and 

the I-55 northbound on-ramp 

were are reported as being slick.

“The main roads are still 

passable,” said Tish Clark, DeSo-

to County Sheriff ’s Department 

public information officer. “And 

most of the county roads are still 

covered.”

Southaven Mayor Darren Mus-

selwhite said road crews kept 

busy Wednesday and Thursday 

keeping the roads plowed as best 

they could.

Utility workers were also busy 

repairing broken water mains at 

all hours.

“Roads are passable, but dan-

gerous as surfaces are packed 

with snow from last night,” Mus-

selwhite said. “Police and Fire 

have been outstanding as usual 

assisting our citizens in danger.”

Sanitation pick up was also 

put on hold during the week, but 
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