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SHE’S A QUEEN! Horn Lake star Hayes impacting Middle Tennessee. P6

Different kind of golf

On practically any weekend in north-

west Mississippi you’ll fi nd a group or 

buddies with names like Psycho, Robbie, 

David, Dayne, Coolio, and Chance at one 

of the disc golf courses, like Latimer 

Lake Park in Horn Lake, Central Park 

in Southaven, Arkabutla State Park 

near Hernando or any of several other 

courses across the state.  But just who 

are these guys?

They’re carpenters, plumbers, elec-

tricians, salesmen, factory workers, all 

ranging in age from teenagers to senior 

citizens who share a passion for a game 

that is not the zeal men have for street 

basketball, touch football, golf, tennis 

and any number of weekend sports.

“Yeah, we all get together and meet 

up to play, paired off into teams,” said 

Donny Kenner of Southaven who, at age 

40, has been playing disc golf since he 

was a teenager.  And most of the men 

with whom he plays disc golf are just like 

him: devotees.  

“It’s kind of infectious,” Kenner said, 

“because once you try it, you’re hooked,” 

he noted.

Disc golf really got started in the 

1970s.  Many youngsters bought a 

Wham-O brand “Frisbee.”  But the sport 

of disc golf came from a different direc-

tion, mainly college-age players who 

combined the disc with tumbling and 

athletic skills.  Disc golf then morphed 

into its own sport and quickly grew into 

a worldwide phenomena.

“In disc golf there are players at every 

skill level, from ‘junior’ right on up to 

‘pro,’ Kenner said. “Some of the pros 

make a living playing in PDGA (Profes-

sional Disc Golf Association) sanctioned 

tournaments around the world.  My 

buddies and I aren’t quite that good, but 

we just play for fun and to have a good 

time together.”

Williams 
to lead 
Healing 
Hearts

Healing Hearts Child Ad-

vocacy Center (HHCAC) has 

announced that Sally Williams 

has been selected as the organi-

zation’s new Executive Di-

rector. Williams will lead the 

HHCAC’s continued efforts to 

respond to child abuse with a 

supportive team approach that 

reduces trauma through advo-

cacy, treatment, education, and 

prevention. 

“All of us at Healing Hearts 

are thrilled to welcome Sally 

Williams to the team,” said 

Cheryl Beene, Board Presi-

dent. “Sally’s passion for child 

advocacy, giving children a 

voice, and educating others 

on our mission combined with 

her background in marketing 

and criminal justice makes 

her well positioned to lead the 

HHCAC.”

Williams joins the HHCAC 

team with previous fundrais-

ing experience as a Commu-

nity Director for the March 

of Dimes, and an established 

marketing and communica-

tions skill set shaped through 

leadership positions in the fi -

nancial, industrial and health-

care industries. 

Most recently, Williams has 

served as a Court Adminis-

trator for the Mississippi 17th 

District Circuit Court for over 

14 years. In her job as Court 

Administrator, she has ob-

served the traumatic reality 

child victim cases bring about. 

Popularity in a sport growing among players in DeSoto County
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State Sen. Kevin 
Blackwell (R-South-
aven) expects the 
2019 Mississippi 
legislative session 
now underway will 
address funding and 
budgetary issues, 
including possible 
teacher pay raises 
in a session clouded 
by politics with the 
entire Legislature 
up for election this 
November. 

Fiscal issues among lawmaker priorities
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‘It’s kind of infectious because 
once you try it, you’re hooked.’

Donny Kenner, Southaven disc golfer
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A group of disc golfers spend a cloudy, cold January day taking on the challenges of the course set up at Latimer Lakes Park in Horn Lake.  There 
are other courses in the area, including Central Park in Southaven and at Arkabutla Lake and the Wall Doxey State Park near Holly Springs. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
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With November elections looming on the 
horizon, Mississippi lawmakers will be tempt-
ed to dodge the spotlight and avoid controver-
sial legislation during the 90-day legislative 
session that started on Jan. 8 and is scheduled 
to go through April 7.

Even though lawmakers will likely wait 
until after the votes have been counted and the 
2020 session has begun to tackle many diffi cult 
issues, voters still have plenty of reasons to 
pay close attention to the 2019 session of the 
Mississippi Legislature that started this week. 

Six critical issues that will be on the priority 
list for this legislative session include public 
education, infrastructure, economic justice, 
criminal justice reforms, election reforms, as 
well as health care, which includes bills relat-

ed to Medicaid expansion.
When asked in an email to identify his top 

priority for the 2019 Mississippi legislative 
session, Sen. Kevin Blackwell’s (R-Southaven) 
response refl ected the potential for a relatively 
uneventful legislative session. 

“During the last three years we have 
advanced conservative policy-making legisla-
tion,” Blackwell said. “I see that trend continu-
ing for the 2019 session. Ensuring strong fi scal 
management and emphasizing budgetary 
discipline will continue to be a priority.”

“I’m a small business owner who manages 
my business in a manner to be successful,” 
Blackwell continued. “I don’t want to be over 
regulated, overtaxed, or otherwise burdened 
with bureaucratic nonsense.  I believe in 
conservative governance to minimize taxes 
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Market swings making 
you uneasy? Let's talk.

Matthew J Kelso 
Financial Advisor

775 Goodman Road East Suite 27 
Southaven, MS 38671 
662-349-3144
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