
The coronavirus pandemic 
has not put Northwest Missis-
sippi home sales in quarantine, 
according to the Northwest 
Mississippi Association of 
Realtors (NWMAR). Homes 
continue to be sold and the 
median price for home sales in 
DeSoto County has grown. 

At the same time, a new 
report has the four cities in 
DeSoto County among the 
healthiest housing markets in 
Mississippi.   

The SmartAsset report lists 
Hernando, Southaven, Olive 
Branch, and Horn Lake in 
the top ten healthiest housing 
markets.   

The average sale price for a 
home in the area for April was 

$229,132 according to monthly 
figures from the NWMAR. 
That is an increase of 8.99 per-
cent from the April 2019 report.  

The median sale price for a 
home was $224,900, which was 
9.65 percent above the April 
2019 figure of $205,100.   

Year-to-date, the median 
sale price of homes in North-
west Mississippi was listed at 
$215,000, 10.43 percent more 
than the first four months of 
2019.   

In April, homes were on the 
market for an average cumula-
tive time of 60 days, three more 
than April 2019. However, the 
median number of cumulative 
days on the market in April 
was nine, nearly a week less 
than the same month last year.   

The increased time between 
listing and sale was to be ex-
pected with the uncertainty of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, NW-
MAR reported. The increased 
sold price was also expected, 
as there has been an inventory 
shortage for the past couple 
of years in the area. Once a 
home comes on the market, it 
is common to receive multiple 
offers within days of it becom-
ing active. 

Another reason for the 
heightened activity comes in 
historic low-interest rates. The 
Association expects rates to 
remain low throughout 2020, 
as reported recently by the Na-
tional Association of Realtors 
Chief Economist Lawrence 
Yun.   

The largest number of sold 
listings in April came in the 
range of $200,000-$249,999 with 
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By  ROBERT LEE LONG 

Legendary football coach Robert Pool 

still wonders about the fate of the young 

men he coached at Hernando High 

School in the late 1960s, mere boys who 

went off to fight in the jungles of Viet-

nam. 

Pool is the brother of another retired 

high school football coach, the equally 

legendary Olive Branch High School 

head coach Leslie Pool, one half of the 

celebrated duo in Mid-South athletics.  

Robert Pool never actually served in 

the service himself. 

But the eyes of the gruff-sounding but 

kind-hearted coaching icon grow misty 

when he thinks about all the men and 

women in uniform who served their 

country. Pool’s voice cracks when he 

talks about those who died in service to 

their nation. 

“There are just kaboodles of veterans 

that we need to remember,” Pool said. “I 

didn’t serve. It’s one of the few regrets 

that I have.” 

The 79-year-old came of age in between 

the epic conflicts of World War II, Korea, 

and Vietnam. 

Pool said he was inspired by anoth-

er patriot who never fought in a battle 

or war but who in the years since has 

waged a crusade to honor veterans. 

Pool said the efforts of R.G. Moore and 

his wife Diane at the Veterans Park in 

Southaven and at Goodrum Cemetery 

gave him an idea. 

Eudora needed a monument to vet-

erans, Pool and others decided. In the 

past several months, Pool has helped 

coordinate efforts to begin fundraising 

for a future veterans’ marker in the 

front of the Outfitters store in Eudora 

where three flagpoles stand. Pool said 

the flagpoles honor all American vets, 

including POWs and MIA personnel, and 

were originally erected by store owner 

Lee Stallings. 

“I think we need something there like 

a soldier standing guard or maybe a 

cross,” Pool said. 

Pool, a Eudora resident whose roots 

run deep in DeSoto County, joined to-

gether with a real-life band of brothers, 

Simon Dean, a Purple Heart recipient 

and his brother Lowry Dean, to pursue 

fundraising for the monument, which is 

Football 
legend 
passes 

away

Memorial Day tribute to fallen heroes planned for Eudora 

 Photo by Robert Lee Long

Purple Heart recipient Simon Dean, retired coach Robert Pool and Lowry Dean stand before a set of three flagpoles in front of the Outfitters 
Store in Eudora. The trio plan to raise funds to erect a memorial marker to fallen servicemen and women from the Eudora community.  
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The home market continues to be active in Northwest Mississippi, ac-
cording to a local realtors association, which said the average sale price 
for a home in the area for April was $229,132.  

Housing market remains active in county 
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‘There are just kaboodles of 
veterans that we need to re-

member,” Pool said. “I didn’t 
serve. It’s one of the few regrets 

that I have.’

Robert Pool 
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Ole Miss lost one of the 
university’s groundbreaking 
students and iconic football 
players with the passing of 
Robert Jerry “Ben” Williams, 
Jr., 65, on Monday of natural 
causes at St. Dominic Memori-
al Hospital in Jackson.

Williams, who was affection-
ately known as “Gentle Ben,” 
joined James Reed in 1971 to 
become the first African-Amer-
ican student-athletes to sign 
football scholarships with the 
Rebels. The Williams-Reed 
Football Foyer, located in the 
Olivia and Archie Manning 
Athletics Performance Center, 
pays tribute to the contribu-
tions of Williams and Reed.

The Yazoo City native was 
a four-year letter winner for 
the Rebels and the first Afri-
can-American Ole Miss foot-
ball player to earn All-America 
honors, drawing a first team 
distinction in 1975. Williams 
was also a three-time first 
team All-SEC selection and 

Robert  “Ben” Williams
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