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WEIGHTED RESULTS! Lake Cormorant powerlifters set to take on the nation. P6

Out from the ashes

Yellow police tape still cordons off the 

front yard at 3425 Castle Drive in the 

cove of a quiet neighborhood in Horn 

Lake.

An American fl ag hangs limply in a 

cold damp rain. The smell of acrid smoke 

lingers in the air.

While a family still recovering from 

injuries prepares to lay 65-year-old Roy 

Lynn Parker to rest, Horn Lake author-

ities are piecing together events which 

left Parker dead and fi ve family members 

severely injured from an early morning 

blaze Wednesday.

Horn Lake Fire Chief David Linville 

said at least two children are fi ghting 

for their lives at LeBonheur Children’s 

Hospital in the wake of the fi re and a 

21-year-old woman is battling injuries 

she received in the fi re.

The exact cause of the fi re, which be-

gan around 6:44 a.m. Wednesday, is still 

under investigation.

“We believe the cause of the fi re is go-

ing to be electrical,” Linville said Friday.  

“The space heater’s cord was burnt up. 

That was the issue. There was no work-

ing smoke detector in the house.”

Linville said from what he was able 

to determine, the early morning blaze, 

which caused extensive fi re and smoke 

damage to the living room, ignited 

quickly.

“We think he (Parker) woke up in the 

living room and he was on fi re,” Linville 

said. “We think he ran to the bathroom 

and tried to put himself out in the show-

er.”

Parker would collapse and succumb to 

his injuries, suffering burns and smoke 

Woman 
charged 

after sister’s  
body found

The DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department has charged a 

36-year-old Southaven woman 

in connection with the death 

of her sister whose body was 

discovered Thursday in an 

abandoned house.

According to DeSoto County 

authorities, Jamie Janeil Hitt 

has been charged with man-

slaughter in the death of her 

sister, Trisha Marie Lyons, 

whose body was discovered in 

an abandoned house in south-

west DeSoto County late Thurs-

day afternoon.  

Hitt is currently being held at 

the DeSoto County Jail without 

bond. 

“There is no further infor-

mation available as this is an 

ongoing investigation,” said Lt. 

Steve Palmer with the DeSoto 

Electrical issue could be cause of fi re

Bob Bakken|DTT

Haley Lanter, the dance coach at DeSoto Central and dance captain of the Grizz Girls 

dance team, is starting an elite program called HTL Dance Force. Auditions for the 

program are planned for next month in Olive Branch.  

Let’s Dance! Lanter to start new program

SEE OUT OF THE ASHES, P2

SEE WOMAN CHARGED, P2

‘We believe the cause of the 
fi re is going to be electrical. The 

space heater’s cord was burnt 
up. That was the issue. There 

was no working smoke detector 
in the house.’

Horn Lake Fire Chief David Linville
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Yellow police tape still surrounds the boarded-up home ravaged by an early morning fi re Wednesday that left a 65-year-old man dead and 

fi ve people injured on Castle Drive in Horn Lake.

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

DeSoto County has been a center for 
competitive dance excellence in Missis-
sippi with championships won at several 
levels.

Now the coach of one of the top teams 
for competitive dance has designs to take 
it to an even more elite level.

Called HTL Dance Force, Haley Lanter 
will bring her passion, experience and 
expertise in the sport to leading the 
program, starting with auditions next 
month at City Church, 3591 Bethel Road 
in Olive Branch. 

Auditions are from 5-7 p.m. on Friday, 
April 20 and from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 21.  

Lanter knows what she is doing, since 
she has been involved in dance as far 

back as being photographed wearing 
tutus at age two in her hometown of 
Hammond, La. 

“I stuck with dance all through high 
school and danced in my dance studio,” 
Lanter said. “After high school, I had 
this line drawn and it was either go to 
college and med school, which I was 
really passionate about at the time and 
don’t dance anymore, or you dance and 
you do something that doesn’t take quite 
as much schooling, dedication and focus. 
I decided I was still going to do dance.”

While working as a dietitian today and 
being involved in a Pure Barre fi tness 
studio, Lanter is also the captain of the 
Grizz Girls dance team, which performs 
at each Memphis Grizzlies basketball 
game. 

SEE LET’S DANCE, P2
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Jamie Hitt
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