
On the day that slain civil rights leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was being remem-
bered by thousands gathered in Memphis, 
DeSoto County’s pre-eminent civil rights 
pioneer and political science professor, Dr. 
Leslie-Burl McLemore of Walls, was speak-
ing to a small audience at the University of 
Tennessee-Chattanooga on King’s legacy.

In fact, McLemore recalls the exact mo-

ment that he learned the civil rights giant 
had been shot and killed on motel balcony in 
Memphis, a half century ago.

“I was in graduate school at the University 
of Massachusetts in Amherst,” said McLem-
ore, who now serves as an elected alderman 
on the Walls Town Board. “I was at the UPS 
offi ce to pick up a package of artwork and 
supplies,” said McLemore. “I was in Spring-
fi eld, Massachusetts. They announced on the 
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Parent of the year

A bubbly personality, but with a 

humble heart and a passion to help kids 

and support teachers, is the makeup of 

this year’s DeSoto County Schools (DCS) 

Parent of the Year. 

Jeny Price of Nesbit was selected to be 

the district’s representative in consider-

ation for state honors later in the school 

year by the state Department of Educa-

tion. 

Price was chosen from the various Par-

ents of the Year at DCS schools. She is 

also the Lake Cormorant Middle School 

Parent of the Year, the school where chil-

dren Robert, age 14, and Cameron, age 

13, attend classes. 

Price, an administrative assistant to 

Horn Lake Police Chief Troy Rowell, is 

married to Tyler Price, a detective on the 

Southaven Police force.  

Jeny leads the school booster club, a 

group she helped start at the beginning 

of the school year.

“Miss (Lisa) Steiner (school principal) 

had a vision and she needed some help, 

so several parents pulled together,” Price 

said. 

Steiner said there’s more to the story 

than that, however.

“Miss Jeny has been my rock since 

I got here,” said Steiner. “This is my 

fi rst year at Lake Cormorant Middle 

and when I came there was no booster 

club here. I met her last May before I got 

down here and she was the fi rst parent 

that I actually met because she was here 

in the offi ce when I walked through one 

day.”

Price said she is quick to get involved 

and help the school, wherever that help 

is needed.  

“If they need something and they call 

me, I try to do it,” Price said. “I try to 

support our teachers, that’s what I do. 

DeSoto 
gets top 
ranking

DeSoto County has consis-

tently ranked high in most 

rankings as far as quality of 

life, health and education are 

concerned and now the state’s 

fastest-growing county can add 

another feather in its cap.

According to DeSoto County 

Administrator Vanessa Lyn-

chard, DeSoto County ranks 

third in the state for one of the 

top “paycheck friendliest coun-

ties in the United States.”

Lynchard said the designa-

tion means that in addition to 

an overall high quality of life, 

residents of DeSoto County 

can get the best “bang for their 

buck” due to income, purchas-

ing power and the county’s 

relatively low unemployment 

rate.

“Your dollars stretch,” Lyn-

chard said of the study which 

was conducted by SmartAsset.

com.

According to the criteria 

of the study, the data fi rm 

performed an analysis which 

included “semi-monthly pay-

checks of residents, relative 

purchasing power, unemploy-

ment rate and income growth.”

DeSoto County ranked third 

behind Madison and Rankin 

counties in south central Mis-

sissippi.

Lake Cormorant mother named top district parent
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Walls alderman Dr. 

Leslie Burl McLem-

ore, a personal 

friend of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., re-

called the impact of 

the slain civil rights 

leader upon America 

and the world during 

an address Wednes-

day.

MLK’s legacy one that endures

SEE PARENT OF YEAR, P2

‘If they need something and 
they call me, I try to do it. I try 

to support our teachers, that’s 
what I do.’

Jeny Price, DCS Parent of the Year
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DeSoto County Schools Parent of the Year Jeny Price chats with her sons, Austin, age 14, and Cameron, age 13, inside Lake Cormorant Middle 

School, where the boys attend classes. Price leads the school booster club she organized at the start of the school year. 
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