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THROWING HEAT! Walls native Harding named to weekly pitching honor. P6

Easter blossoms

To say that things are really “hopping” 

this Easter season, is putting it mildly, 

according to Angie Tacker, longtime 

owner of Hernando Flower Shop in Her-

nando.

This time of season, it’s all Easter lilies 

and prom corsages with several high 

school proms coinciding with the Easter 

season.

“We have to call in extra help this 

time of year,” Tacker said. “We’ve been 

busy all week. We’ve had more than 300 

orders placed, between Easter lilies and 

corsages.”

For staying power, Tacker said some 

families are purchasing silk arrange-

ments to place on graves. Tacker carries 

a line of realistic silk fl owers, too.

Tacker said  people are buying the 

large Easter or peace lilies, sometimes 

called “trumpet lilies” to place on the 

graves of loved ones, something of which 

gravedigger Quincy Randle can readily 

attest.

“People are putting fl owers out on the 

graves at the cemeteries and doing all 

kinds of decorations,” said Randle, an 

employee of Brantley-Phillips Funeral 

Home in Hernando. “We started getting 

calls the fi rst of the week. They are buy-

ing lilies and setting them out and I’ve 

even seen some people put sunfl owers on 

graves.”

Randle said Easter is one of the most 

popular occasions of the year when peo-

ple visit cemeteries.

“I think Easter is popular with fami-

Man dies 
in 1-car 
crash

A 51-year-old Olive Branch 

man died early Thursday after 

a one-car crash on Church 

Road.

According to DeSoto County 

Interim Coroner Josh Pound-

ers, the man has been identi-

fi ed as Terry Wisdom, 51, who 

resided in the 9400 block of 

Bethel Road in Olive Branch.

The accident occurred at 

approximately 6:30 a.m. Thurs-

day morning, according to 

Pounders.

“He was going to work and 

was traveling eastbound on 

Church Road when a box blew 

out of the back of his truck,” 

Pounders said. “He parked the 

truck in the turning lane just 

east of Craft Road on Church 

Road. He made an attempt to 

cross the two lanes of west-

bound traffi c to retrieve the 

box from the roadway when a 

Ford Ranger truck struck him 

and killed him instantly.”

On a related note, state troop-

ers with the Mississippi High-

way Patrol will be patrolling 

state roads and highways this 

holiday weekend in an effort to 

prevent more highway fatali-

ties.

This weekend is prom 

weekend in DeSoto County 

and surrounding areas and 

motorists are urged to be extra 

cautious when traveling in the 

later evening hours.

DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Local fl orists struggle to keep up with demand
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DeSoto County Youth Court 
Judge Craig Treadway, who 
also serves as local ALEC 
trainer for The Arc North-
west Mississippi, speaks 
for law enforcement and 
fi rst responders as part 
of the latest Autism Law 
Enforcement Coalition 
(ALEC) training session 
held Wednesday at Getwell 
Church in Southaven. 

ALEC training helps responders deal with autism
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‘I think Easter is popular with 
families who come out to put 

fl owers on their loved ones’ 
graves because it has to do with 

the Resurrection of Jesus and 
the fact they will see their loved 

ones again someday.’

Quincy Randle, 
Brantley-Phillips Funeral Home
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Floral designers Valerie Franklin, Trish Snider, Sarah Wiseman and Jane Billingsley furiously assemble work orders at Hernando Flower Shop 
prior to Easter Sunday and high school proms in the region.
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west Mississippi, speaks 

Those who saw a law enforcement 
presence in front of Southaven’s Getwell 
Church Wednesday morning were not wit-
nesses to a major incident or violation.

Instead, the various vehicles represent-
ing police, county sheriff and fi re depart-
ments around North Mississippi were 
gathered at the church to learn how to deal 
with autistic people in critical moments. 

It marked the fourth year the Arc North-
west Mississippi has held its Autism Law 
Enforcement Coalition, or ALEC, training 
session to nearly 100 offi cers, fi refi ghters 
and emergency medical personnel.  

Local trainer/coordinator and DeSoto 
County Youth Court Judge Craig Tread-
way led the training that discussed the 

issue with autism and provided methods 
for offi cers, fi refi ghters and other fi rst 
responders.

Autism is important to Treadway and 
wife Rebecca, the Executive Director for 
the Arc Northwest Mississippi, as they are 
the parents of a 13-year-old autistic child. 

There are no defi ned reasons why more 
children are born with autism, but Tread-
way warns that offi cers, fi refi ghters and 
paramedics will increasingly deal with 
them in their job.   

“Everybody is coming into contact with 
someone on the spectrum now,” Treadway 
said. “It’s an unavoidable part of life and if 
you’re a fi rst responder and you’ve dedicat-
ed your life to helping other people, then 
you want to be able to help them. As little 
as four years ago when we would do these 
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