
 “I need these kids more than they 
need me.”

Mike Webb says this often.  The 
students, teachers and parents at Walls 
Elementary School disagree. Their nom-
ination earned him “2019 DeSoto County 
Schools Parent of the Year.”

“Cowboy Mike” or “Pawpaw” are two 
names he is called because he is rare-
ly seen without his cowboy hat. He is 
the grandfather to third-grade student 
Brylee and sixth-grade student, Parker.  
Shauna Gardner, his daughter, is the 
math/science specialist at Walls Elemen-
tary.

Webb founded Walls Elementary 
School’s PTA in 2011 when his grandson 
was in the fi rst grade. Their organiza-

tion now has 130 members.  
This year, the PTA has raised more 

than $72,000 for the school. These funds 
have stocked the Parent Resource Room, 
provided free books for students, es-
tablished a clothes closet, organized a 
Health Fair for families that attracted 
1,500 participants, paid for fi eld trips, 
hosted a Veteran’s Day event, sponsored 
the Daddy/Daughter Dance for 300 dads 
and their daughters and paid for a Field 
Day at the end of the school year.  

He has led toy drives, canned food 
drives, spearheaded landscaping proj-
ects and helped pay for playground 
equipment.   

“Mr. Webb is one of the fi rst people 
at school every morning,” said fourth-
grade teacher Toni Glass. “He is there 
to make sure the teachers have free 
coffee and breakfast items available. He 
provides incentives for good behavior in 
my classroom and supplies for students 
who do not have them.  Whatever a child 
needs, Mr. Webb is there to make sure 
the child gets it, often with no recogni-
tion for himself.”

Webb said he had serious complica-
tions from diabetes in 2007 that caused 
him to lose his right foot and left leg.  
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Parent of the YearWoman 
surrenders 
on murder 

charges

A Hernando woman has turned 

herself into the city’s police depart-

ment, telling offi cers she wanted to 

surrender to them for murdering 

her husband.  

A news release from the Hernan-

do Police Department Thursday 

morning indicated that Jamie 

Lynn Johnson, age 34, of Hernando 

entered police headquarters about 

9 p.m. Wednesday night with her 

church pastor and mother and 

wanted to turn herself in for the 

death of husband Gregory Lee 

Johnson. 

Jamie Lynn Johnson’s action in 

her surrender apparently came 

after she sought guidance and 

counsel from her pastor. 

Offi cers went to the Johnson’s 

home in the Country Haven Trailer 

Webb fi nds happiness in helping others
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Area Realtors from the Northwest Mississippi Association on Realtors gathered at the Landers 

Center parking lot Wednesday, April 17 to aid the Mid-South Food Bank in their food distribution 

to the needy.

Realtors assist Mid-South Food Bank
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‘I could not sit at home. For 
these kids, I have become John 

Wayne.’

Mike Webb, DCS Parent of the Year
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DeSoto County Schools Parent of the Year Mike Webb displays boxes of Flash Cards that are kept in the PTA Room at Walls Elementary 

School. Webb organized the PTA and volunteers his time to help students and teachers at the school.
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Area Realtors were back in the 

community again on Wednesday, 

April 17 to help eliminate hunger in 

the Mid-South. 

Numerous Realtors showed up at 

the Landers Center in Southaven to 

volunteer their time with the Mid-

South Food Bank and help distribute 

food to those in need. 

The Mid-South Food Bank aims 

to change lives by providing food for 

families, children and seniors and 

impacting their lives by solving one 

of the biggest struggles some mem-

bers of our community face: getting 

enough nutritious food to eat to live a 

healthy life. 

The Food Bank is one of the many 

charitable organizations that the 

Northwest Mississippi Association 

of Realtors (MWMAR) supports 

throughout the year as a part of their 

on-going Realtors Reaching Out 

initiative. 

NWMAR values its commitment 

not only to its members, but also to 

the community. Real estate is focused 

on the community around us and 

Realtors strive to give back as much 

as possible. 

Northwest Mississippi Association 

of Realtors is a part of one of the larg-

est and most infl uential trade organi-

zations in the state, locally represent-

ing over 900 members involved in all 

aspects of the real estate profession.
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