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HOME RUN! Baseball, softball teams move closer to North Half. P6

Echoes of Vietnam

Former state Rep. John Mayo, now 

an instructor at Coahoma Community 

College, was the second youngest offi cer 

in the entire U.S. Army during the fi rst 

of two tours of duty Mayo would serve 

in America’s costliest war — both in 

casualties and U.S. tax dollars spent in 

carrying it out.

Mayo, along with other veterans, took 

part in a roundtable discussion about 

the lasting impact of the Vietnam War 

on the men and women who served and 

their families.

Mississippi Public Broadcasting 

hosted the workshop on the Vietnam 

War Monday at the M.R. Davis Public 

Library. Several veterans, including vet-

erans from other wars, also participated.

Tara Wren, Director of Communi-

cations and Education for Mississippi 

Public Broadcasting, said MPB received 

a grant to highlight the incorporation 

of documentary fi lmmaker Ken Burns’ 

epic fi lm, “The Vietnam” War,” in high 

school curriculum.

Burns’ fi lm was co-produced by Lynn 

Novick and aired on PBS.

“It was a war that was very divisive 

and has a lot of hurt connected to it,” 

Wren said.

The panel discussion has included 

Vietnamese refugees and individuals 

impacted by the Vietcong, according to 

Wren.

“We’re hoping to reintroduce and in 

some cases, introduce students to the 

Vietnam War.

Mayo, 71, said while World War II is a 

war that no one could forget, Vietnam 

was the war “that everyone wishes 

they could forget.” However, Mayo said 

Vietnam’s lessons are too important to 

forget.

Mayo was just 19 when he served in 

Vietnam at the beginning of the war. 

Mayo served with the 15th Combat unit, 

9th Infantry Division, Combat Engineer 

Platoon with the U.S. Army.

“There are a lot of lessons from Viet-

nam,” Mayo said. “Never get involved in 

a civil war.”

Like Mayo, David Hicks was also 19 

when he went to Vietnam. At the time, 

Hicks was the youngest Army aviator 

in the U.S. Army. Hicks served with the 

114th Air Mobile Company, the fi rst “all 

UH-1E Huey” air division.

“I think the teachers will get a lot out 

of it,” Hicks said. “They should be able 

to introduce information about Viet-

nam when they probably didn’t know 

much about it before,” Hicks said. “Some 

people are interested about war and 

some don’t want to hear anything abut it. 

For me, it’s helped me being able to talk 

about it. For years, it was something that 

I really didn’t talk about.”

Man 
charged 

with 
murder

DeSoto County authorities 

have a man in custody in con-

nection with an early morning 

shooting on Sunday that left 

one person dead and another 

wounded.

A release from the DeSoto 

County Sheriff’s Department 

stated 21-year-old Orlando An-

tonio Davie was arrested and 

charged with one count of mur-

der and one count of attempt to 

commit an offense.  

The incident took place on 

Goodman Road west of High-

way 301. 

Davie is being held in the 

DeSoto County Adult Deten-

tion Center in Hernando on $1 

million bond.

DeSoto County Interim 

Coroner Josh Pounders said 

Matthew Martin, Jr. of Horn 

Lake, died at Regional One in 

Memphis at 4:29 a.m. Sunday.

Pounders said Martin was 

shot with a single gunshot to 

the head about 3 a.m. and ar-

rived at Baptist Memorial Hos-

pital around 3:30 a.m. before 

being fl own to Regional One.

The body has been sent to the 

Mississippi State Crime Labo-

ratory in Jackson for autopsy.

Jail information indicated a 

June 6 court appearance has 

been set in the case. 

Students, teachers to learn about controversial war
‘Some people are interested 

about war and some don’t want 
to hear anything abut it. For 

me, it’s helped me being able to 
talk about it. For years, it was 
something that I really didn’t 

talk about.’

David Hicks, Vietnam veteran
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Tara Wren, Director of Communications and Education at Mississippi Public Broadcasting, speaks with veterans and their families, educa-

tors and library offi  cials during a seminar on the Vietnam War at the Southaven Public Library.
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