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Life saver

Firefi ghters are a special group. They 

are called to battle fi res, respond to car 

wrecks and other emergencies on a near-

ly daily basis. 

They do it because they truly want 

to help others and while some bring a 

paycheck home to their families for their 

efforts, there are others who choose to 

have other jobs but then volunteer their 

time to be there and answer the call 

whenever that call is made.  

Arianna Moore is one of those who 

want to dedicate a lifetime to serving 

the public as a fi refi ghter. Arianna 

likely has already seen more burned out 

homes, mangled car parts and human 

blood than most friends her age. She is a 

seasoned veteran in the role she plays at 

the scene of a fi re or emergency.  

Arianna Moore is age 15.  

Arianna has been around fi res and 

such for much of her young life because 

her father, Michael Moore, is a volunteer 

fi refi ghter.

Michael was fi rst involved in fi refi ght-

ing on the Mississippi Gulf Coast and 

has continued since their move to DeSo-

to County as a member of the Lewisburg 

Volunteer Fire Department. 

Moore has always believed in exposing 

his children, Arianna and her 18-year-

old brother Hunter, to his experiences 

for his children to learn from them. 

Arianna said going with her father on 

fi re calls heightened her interest and 

desire to do the same thing. 

“He brought me to the fi re station and 

brought my friends to the fi re station,” 

Arianna said. “I asked him if there was 

any way I could join up here. He had 

conversations with the chief (Lewisburg 

Fire Chief David Linville) and the chief 

fi nally said yes, but said I had to go with 

my father and could not go by myself.”

Michael Moore points out that Arian-

na is not an offi cial fi refi ghter because 

Tourism 
bills sent to 

Gov. for 
signature

Two tourism tax measures 

which will benefi t Southaven and 

Horn Lake were overwhelmingly 

approved by the Mississippi State 

Senate on Thursday and are on 

their way to Gov. Phil Bryant for 

his signature.

The “Penny for the Parks” 

measure will mean more than $1.9 

million in tourism tax revenue 

for the City of Southaven, and a 

surcharge or tax on hotel rooms in 

the City of Horn Lake amounts to 

more than $325,000 for that city.

The measures were approved 

earlier in the Mississippi House of 

Representatives.

State Sen. David Parker, R-Olive 

Branch, helped shepherd the bills 

through the Senate where it was 

approved without diffi culty.

“I’m happy to see this get 

through so that we can move on 

to other things which are equally 

important,” Parker said. “We put 

a referendum in there so if there 

is a move in the community to see 

another referendum on this it can 

happen.”

In Southaven, the so-called 

“Penny for the Parks” tax was 

applied to restaurant meals inside 

the City of Southaven. In Horn 

Lake, the hotel-motel tax  involved 

a $2 per night, per-occupied room 

to fund economic development 

within the city.

Parker said passage of the tour-

ism tax measures have unintend-

ed positive impacts upon funding 

of other needed services, such 

as the freeing up of funds for the 

Teenager aids fi refi ghters with desire to do the same

Robert Long|DTT

NFL player Bradley Sowell talks with media at Hernando High School during 
the offi  cial retiring of his old high school jersey. Sowell plays off ensive tack-
le for the Chicago Bears.

Hometown hero returns to Tiger den
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‘I do anything that’s needed. 
Grab tools, follow along, learn 

something, anything.’

Arianna Moore
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Arianna Moore, age 15, is joined by (from left) Lewisburg Volunteer Fire Department Chief David Linville and fi refi ghter and Arianna’s fa-
ther, Michael Moore. Arianna works in the fi re hall and provides support on fi re calls with her dad.

Robert Long|DTT

The NFL’s Bradley Sowell returned to his 
old high school gym Friday as his Tiger gold 
jersey, No. 77, was offi cially retired.

A throng of cheering students looked on 
from the bleachers at Hernando High School as 
friends, family, former classmates and teachers 
paid tribute.

“It’s an awesome experience,” said Sowell, 
who currently plays offensive tackle for the 
Chicago Bears. “The leadership from the town 
that I got when I was here enabled me to be-
come what I am today.”

Sowell credited his hardworking parents, 
Diane and Keith Sowell, his former coach 
Anthony Jenkins and teachers with spurring 
him on to achieve excellence both on and off 
the football fi eld.

“I didn’t come from the most privileged of 

families, but I learned to appreciate the things 
I had been given,” said Sowell in an inspiring 
address to fellow Tigers inside the school gym 
as his jersey was retired from the roster.

Earlier, during a reception at the Gale 
Center, Sowell wiped tears from his eyes as he 
recounted how his parents had sacrifi ced so 
that he could play sports.

“We didn’t have a lot growing up,” Sowell 
said during a brief address at that reception. “I 
know it broke your back.”

His mom Diane worked several part-time 
jobs throughout the years that Sowell was in 
high school.

Sowell’s father, Keith Sowell, said his son 
never gave him any trouble and showed an 
inclination to play sports at a young age.

“He was always a good kid growing up,” 
Keith Sowell said. “He has always loved play-
ing ball since we fi rst took him to Walmart. It 
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