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REWIND TIME! Chiefs run past Northpoint in Friday football action. P6

Life on the edge

It used to be that little boys loved to 

play “cops and robbers” using toy guns, 

or perhaps “cowboys and Indians” 

with little bows and arrows and even 

“pirates” with plastic swords.  Some, 

especially in the rural South, learned to 

handle the real thing early in life.

From childhood, Robert Wright was 

no exception – his interest being knives 

of all sorts – but his enthusiasm was not 

tempered as he matured.  In fact, it be-

came a near-obsession that turned into 

a passion which shaped his life, once he 

acquired a knife in 1978 and wanted to 

learn more about its construction; “who 

made it, when, and how.”

That interest launched him on a quest 

that became a type of career which grew 

out of what at fi rst was just a young 

man’s hobby.

In 2012, Wright took the next step.  “I 

signed up for a course in basic black-

smithing at the Ornamental Iron Works 

in Memphis,” he said, “where I learned 

the skills required to produce scrolls, ta-

pers, leafs, cut blades and forged blades.”  

In short order, Wright became very 

good at the smithing trade.

However, that same year he was diag-

nosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 

and, with time on his hands, spent a 

great deal of it on the computer search-

ing both knife and blacksmithing sites.

It was during that time that he discov-

ered the American Bladesmith Society, 

based in Grand Rapids, Ohio, with a 

membership of some 1,900 individuals, 

including 122 “Master Smiths” and 177 

“Journeyman Smiths.”

Wright began cancer treatments and, 

to occupy his time, focused his atten-

tion on his “now-serious hobby” as he 

described it, making knives at his home 

in Hernando.

“I re-furnished my garage, making it 

into a workshop,” Wright noted, “with 

DeSoto in 
top 10 of 

‘safe 
cities’

DeSoto County cities are 

basking in the limelight of 

having not one but four of its 

cities among Mississippi’s “Top 

10 Safest Cities,” according to 

the public safety database and 

web site SafeWise.

While the crime rate among 

Southern states is slightly 

higher than the national av-

erage, Mississippi bucks that 

trend according to the recently 

released report. 

“Based on the most recent 

FBI crime report, Mississippi’s 

violent crime rate is nearly 15 

percent lower than it is na-

tionwide, and its violent and 

property crime rates are lower 

than every neighboring state,” 

the study found. 

Surprisingly, the City of 

Horn Lake, a city which has 

made strides in recent years 

to improve safety, enforcement 

and bolster neighborhood 

watch groups, is ranked at No. 

4 for the state of Mississippi 

in the analysis of crimes per 

capita and number of violent 

crimes reported.

“Of course, number one of 

the main reasons our city is 

safe is because the citizens 

want a safe community,” Horn 

Lake Mayor Allen Latimer 

said. “They look out for each 

other. Our police department is 

vigilant as is our fi re depart-

ment. Everybody keeps their 

Bladesmith fashions knives with precision, care

Chickasaw Celebration slated Thursday 
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‘It was quite an honor because 
I am one of only three journey-

man smiths in Mississippi.’

Robert Wright, bladesmith
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Master bladesmith and knifemaker Robert Wright demonstrates the fi ne craft of fashioning knife blades at his shop in Hernando.
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The offi cial dance troupe of the 
Chickasaw Nation from Oklahoma will 
return to their cultural homelands of 
DeSoto County for a night of dancing 
and celebration of the ties between 
DeSoto County and the Chickasaw 
Nation.

Following an effort that began in 

2010, the dance troupe and a delegation 
of Chickasaw have returned to DeSoto 
County every two years to dance in 
schools and at the DeSoto County Muse-
um, site of Thursday’s event.

The event begins at 5:30 p.m. at the 
DeSoto County Museum, 111 East Com-
merce Street in Hernando.

The Mississippi Hills Heritage Alli-
ance hosted the group on Tuesday and 
Thursday’s event at the DeSoto County 
Museum marks the only other stop for 
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Members of the Chick-
asaw Nation Dance 
Troupe, as part of cul-
tural eff orts through the 
Inkana Foundation, will 
demonstrate traditional 
dancing at the DeSoto 
County Museum, 111 
East Commerce Street 
in Hernando, Thursday 
evening.
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