
Dr. Lashunda Thompson, a 

Southaven dentist, has been 

working to keep her patients 

healthy — by temporarily clos-

ing her practice, iSmile Family 

Dentistry. She made the deci-

sion to close her office in late 

March, when the coronavirus 

pandemic created extra risks 

for her patients, her staff, her 

and her soon-to-be-born baby.

Far along in her pregnancy, 

Thompson’s doctor advised her 

to stop working. As infections 

continued to ravage DeSoto 

County, the risks were also 

elevated for two members of 

her staff who are immunocom-

promised.

“I wanted to protect me and 

my unborn child as well as my 

family,” Thompson said. “My 

doctor recommended that we 

close.”

The Center for Disease 

Control and American Den-

tal Association advised in 

March that dentists close their 

practices for all but emergency 

procedures.

Thompson plans to reopen 

when she deems it safe, but to 

do so she faces a new chal-

lenge: finding enough personal 

protective equipment (PPE). 

Thompson and her staff have 

always used certain types of 

PPE, such as masks, gloves 

and eyewear. Seeing a growing 

need, she donated all remain-

ing protective equipment to 

local hospitals when she closed 

her practice. 

“I knew that nurses and 

doctors were on the front line 

and there were shortages,” she 

said.

Now, more equipment will 

be needed to reopen her office, 

including extra disinfectants 

and sterilization materials. 
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Serving by shutting down

County COVID 
cases continue 
to skyrocket

DeSoto County
businesses 

granted millions 
in loans

Hannah Davis|DTT

An employee at Prime Urgent Medical Care tests patient for COVID-19 on July 8, 2020. A tent is set up outside, 

and patients stay in their vehicles while waiting to minimize the spread of the virus.

Cases surge, economic relief arrives

The Mississippi Department 
of Health reported 30 new 
coronavirus deaths and 674 new 
cases on Wednesday, bringing 
the state total to 32,888 cases and 
1,188 deaths.

DeSoto County has the sec-
ond-highest number of cases in 
the state, with 1,767. DeSoto only 
trails behind Hinds County’s 
2642. In Mississippi, COVID-19 
cases have increased by 40.2% 
over the last two weeks. 

State Health Officer, Dr. 
Thomas Dobbs, named DeSoto 
County as one of the state’s 
COVID hot spots during a Face-
book Live news conference on 
Tuesday. 

“We are going to be in a sea 
of outbreaks, honestly,” Dobbs 
said. 

Dobbs also said he he is not 
surprised by Mississippi’s heavy 

The U.S. Treasury Depart-

ment released the names 

of 650,000 businesses that 

received loans of $150,000 or 

more on Monday as part of the 

Paycheck Protection Program 

(PPP) designed to help small 

businesses. Across Mississippi, 

4,000 businesses received these 

loans, 195 of them in DeSoto 

County. The program is part of 

the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 

Economic Security Act signed 

by President Donald Trump. 

There is not an exact figure for 

the amount received by these 

businesses,  as loans of $150,000 

or larger are only disclosed in 

ranges. 

The data also include in-

formation about smaller loan 

recipients, but excluded their 

Data from 

the

Mississippi 

State

Department 

of Health
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Dr. Lashunda Thomphson, a 

Southaven dentist, now faces 

the challenge of getting enough 

personal protective equipment to 

safely reopen.
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