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It’s almost time for DeSoto’s Best finals!
Did your favorites make it into the final voting round? Find out when voting opens Monday, Feb. 1! 

Visit DeSotoTimes.com for more information. 
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David Manley

Tommi Carrier only worked at 
10th Inning Bar & Grill at Snowden 
Grove for a few months. Her co-work-
ers remembered her as being very 
sweet and fun to be around.

They were left saddened and in 
shock at the news that she was killed 
in a triple homicide on New Year’s 
Day in Olive Branch. 

“She was best friends with one of 
the girls who worked here and was 
around here a lot even before she 
worked here,” manager Kaysi Perry 
said. “She was always very quiet and 
sweet and fun.”

Carrier, 40, was found dead 
along with two other victims near 
the corner of Jefferson and Shiloah 
early on New Year’s Day. The motive 
for the killing is still unknown. Two 
men, Ivan C. Rodriguez, 26, and 
Dylan Howard, 21, were arrested and 
charged with the murders.

Owners of 10th Inning in South-
aven held a chili cook off compe-
tition Jan. 24 to raise money for 
Carrier’s family.

“We do a cook-off fundraiser here 
every month and find a good cause,” 
Perry said. “This made sense to do it 
for Tommi and give back to her and 

her family and children.”
Five teams participated in the 

fundraiser.
“It’s really just a bunch of friends 

getting together in a friendly compe-
tition for a good cause,” said Brett 
Wilson of Hernando, who stirred the 
pot for his team, C&B World Famous 
Everything.

Wilson said they don’t really 
have a recipe they use. They simmer 
a combination of beans, ground 
beef, sausage, onions and peppers 
for 30-45 minutes until they get the 
taste they are wanting.

“We just keep adding and adding 
until we like the taste,” Wilson said. 
“I want a mild taste at the beginning 
and then heat in the end.”

Wilson and his team partner, 
Chris Blankenship, won awards last 
year for their chili and salsa at Bluff 
City Fire and Ice Chili cook-off. 

“We‘ve won three in a row 
already,” Blankenship said.

Jerry Suzore of 10 Bones BBQ 
boasted that he believes they have 
the best recipe.

“It’s just got the best flavor,” 
Suzore said. “I don’t know if there is 
a secret. You just try to get the right 
mixture of spice to go along with the 
meat and tomato.”

Bill Morrison whipped up his 
father’s recipe that has been in the 

family for 60 years. “I used to watch 
him cook it,” Morrison said. “Every-
body always liked it.”

Morrison said the secret to a good 
chili is in the spices and the timing 
that you add the ingredients.

“A lot of people put their season-
ings in one at a time,” Morrison 
said. “We don’t. We do what’s called 
a dump. A dump is when you add 
seasoning and let it simmer then add 
more seasoning. We use five different 
chili powders. You don’t want it to be 
too spicy. But you want it to have a 
little bit of a bite.”

Morrison joined in the good-na-
tured bragging.

“I just know mine is going to be 
the best,” he said.

Diners at 10th Inning were also 
able to get in on the fun. Tickets 
were $5, and tasters could vote for 
their favorite in the People’s Choice 
category.

Perry, who was also one of the 
chili judges, said the event raised 
$2,000 for Tommi’s family.

“It was a great turn out,” Perry 
said. “There was some really good 
chili.”

First place was awarded to Juan-
ita Carter, with Billy Pitman winning 
second place. Chris Blankenship 
took home trophies for third place 
and People’s Choice.

The Mississippi State Board 

of Education updated its policies 

regarding passing requirements 

and test scores for third grade and 

high school this school year.

In response to setbacks from 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the board 

suspended three policies state-

wide for the 2020-21 school year. 

In the past, third graders were 

required to pass a literacy test in 

order to continue to the next year. 

Though all third graders will still 

take the test this year, passing 

the test will not be required to 

advance to fourth grade. 

In high school, students are 

usually required to pass tests in 

algebra I, English II, biology and 

U.S. history. Those tests will still 

be taken, but students will not be 

penalized if they don’t pass. 

According to State Superinten-

dent of Education Carey Wright, 

the tests will still be adminis-

tered in order to measure how the 

pandemic has impacted education 

throughout the state. These tests 

are required by the U.S. Board of 

Education, as well.

Along with suspending pass-

ing requirements, the state 

education board also voted to 

allow school districts to waive 

letter grade assignments. These 

assignments, which measure the 

school’s performance with an A 

through F accountability grade, 

were determined to be insufficient 

based on data from the past year. 

“This year’s statewide assess-

ments will provide valuable 

information about the impact 

of COVID-19 on learning and 

will help identify where accel-

erated learning opportunities 

for students are most needed,” 

Wright said in a statement. “The 

policy suspensions are intended 

to support schools through this 

intensely challenging year for 

educators and students.”

The MDE will calculate and 

report the results of all statewide 

assessments administered during 

the 2020-21 school year and will 

Faculty, staff 
and students 
past and pres-
ent at North-
point Christian 
S ch o o l  a re 
mourning the 
loss of former 
president and 
longtime Chris-
tian educator David Manley.

Manley died on Jan. 24 at his 
home in Southaven at age 63. 
He had been battling Parkinson 
Disease since retiring as Head of 
School in November 2017. 

Manley served Northpoint 
Christian School (formerly South-
ern Baptist Education Center) for 
39 years as a teacher, coach, prin-
cipal and president. 

“He was a pillar in the commu-
nity,” said Northpoint Christian 
School president and Head of 
School Jim Ferguson. “He was a 
great man of faith, prayer and a 
student of the world.”

Ferguson said Manley was a 
well-respected leader in the field 
of Christian education who spent 
his life’s work building the school 
for almost four decades. Ferguson 
said that Manley trained him how 
to run a Christian school.

“He was my mentor and hero,” 
Ferguson said. “I was so blessed 
to have worked with him for about 
the last year-and-a-half. I came in 
to learn about Christian educa-
tion after having spent 26 years 
in public schools. I learned a lot 
from him and what this school is 
all about.”

Manley was born July 17, 1957, 
in Union City, Tennessee, and 
according to his family, held the 
weight record of Obion County 
General Hospital as the biggest 
baby born there at 11 pounds and 
six ounces. He was a West Tennes-
see All-American High School 
football player during his junior 
and senior years at Hillcrest High 
School in Memphis.

Stephen Manley said his 
brother was offered many schol-
arships to prestigious universi-
ties like Wake Forest and Auburn 
University, and a full scholarship 
to the U.S. Naval Academy, but 
turned them down because he 
didn’t want to leave his sweet-
heart, Tonya Wisely, who he 
met in high school and was later 
married to for 43 years.

“This is one of those unwritten 
love stories that will forever rest 
only in the minds of those who 
interacted with and loved David,” 
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Left: Jerry Suzore checks to make sure that the seasoning is just right for the 10 Bones BBQ team.

Top: Brett Wilson simmers a pot of chili at a cook-off benefit held for Tommi Carrier, who was killed in a shooting on New Year’s 

Day in Olive Branch.

Bottom: Winners of the chili cook-off benefit show off their trophies. Juanita Carter took home the top prize for her recipe. 

Second place was awarded to Billy Pitman, while Chris Blankenship took home third place and People’s Choice.

10th Inning Bar & Grill raises money for family of slain co-worker

DCS not changing 
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