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BACK AT IT! High school teams start again after weather vacation. P6

Fiery exit

A changing of the guard at the top of 

the Southaven Fire Department admin-

istration has been made with the retire-

ment of Roger Thornton as fi re chief and 

the elevation of Danny Scallions to take 

his position as chief, along with Leroy 

Bledsoe as deputy fi re chief.

A retirement event was held at the 

M.R. Davis Library meeting room in 

Southaven last week to honor Thornton, 

who was fi re chief for two years with the 

retirement of the late Ron White.

While leading the department for a 

relatively short period of time, Thornton 

has been an major part of the Southaven 

Fire Department for much longer. He 

was one of the fi rst hired fi refi ghters 

when the city incorporated in 1980 but 

was a volunteer fi refi ghter before that. 

“Fourteen men from this community 

came together and formed the Southaven 

Fire Department,” Thornton said. “We 

always worked together as a team and 

that’s always what made us great.”

Thornton was made “A” Shift Com-

mander at Station 1 in 1983, promoted to 

captain two years later and was made 

deputy fi re chief in May 2010.  

Admittedly someone who was uneasy 

about being in the limelight, Thornton 

said he was a bit overwhelmed by the 

turnout of fi refi ghters, city offi cials, 

friends and family members who came 

to congratulate him, share stories and 

honor his career.  

But Thornton pointed out that many in 

the group were part of the special con-

nection fi refi ghters have with each other.  

“This was much more than I expected, 

I promise you,” Thornton said. “There’s 

a brotherhood amongst this group and 

you’ve got to live it to understand it. 

It’s all about the brotherhood and about 

family.”

Board 
upholds 
denial of 

gas pumps
The DeSoto County Board 

of Supervisors on Monday 

upheld a previous decision by 

the DeSoto County Board of 

Adjustment to deny a developer 

from installing gasoline pumps 

at a planned convenience store 

near Fox Creek subdivision in 

eastern DeSoto County.

Under a Planned Unit Devel-

opment approved in 1992, the 

parcel in question was already 

zoned to allow commercial 

businesses at the site, which 

fronts Goodman Road and 

North Fox Creek Road.

However, residents opposed 

allowing developer Ibrahim 

Babukr to install gasoline 

pumps at his planned con-

venience store, which would 

eventually be part of a larger 

development at the site.

Babukr’s attorney, Barry 

Bridgforth, Jr., said his client 

wished to be allowed to sell 

gasoline at the site due to 

the fact there is a seven-mile 

stretch of Goodman Road in 

which no gasoline is sold.

The conditional use request 

was denied, according to DeSo-

to County Supervisor Jessie 

Medlin, because of adverse 

changes the selling of gasoline 

would bring to the neighbor-

hood by the way of increased 

traffi c.

Troubling to Medlin was the 

fact that many motorists would 

actually enter the convenience 

Thornton honored as fi refi ghting career ends

Mike Lee|DTT

Mississippi-born 

actress Sela Ward 

was the 2018 Crystal 

Ball ‘Star of Hope’ 

who dazzled the 

record-breaking 

crowd at Saturday’s 

glittering aff air at the 

Southaven Arena.

Giving hope to the voiceless
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‘There’s a brotherhood amongst 
this group that you’ve got to live 
it to understand it. It’s all about 

the brotherhood and 
about family.’

Roger Thornton, retired Southaven fi re chief
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Roger Thornton speaks to well-wishers at his retirement event held Thursday at the M.R. Davis Library meeting room in Southaven. Thorn-

ton spent his entire career working with the Southaven Fire Department and retires after being the department’s fi re chief the past two 

years.  
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Actress and Mississippi native Sela 
Ward championed the plight of abused and 
neglected children in her home state with 
an impassioned plea for ordinary Mississip-
pians to become involved in transforming 
lives of the most vulnerable citizens from a 
state of despair to one of success.

“These children have no voice,” said 

Ward, founder of Hope Village in the Merid-
ian area which also serves children in areas 
of Northwest Mississippi. “I want to be their 
voice.”

Ward was named as the 2018 Crystal Ball 
“Star of Hope” which recognizes outstand-
ing individuals who have made a lasting 
impact upon people in their communities 
through charitable actions. “It takes a lot 
more than feeling empathy. You have to get 

SEE CRYSTAL BALL, P2
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