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FILL THE SEATS! Memphis Hustle to take on South Bay Lakers. P6

Man in the mirror

You might assume from looking at 

him that this man is an athlete – a ball 

player, wrestler or a boxer perhaps – and, 

in a way, you’d be right.  He is defi nitely 

a fi ghter, but his adversary is not in the 

ring.

Meet 31-year-old Michael Mills of 

Southaven, who is fi ghting every day 

of his life against disease and depres-

sion.  And they are fi ghting against him, 

for his life.  “My dad trained me from 

childhood to be an athlete and I focused 

early on, playing basketball and foot-

ball.  But I found my niche in baseball, 

in the outfi eld where I got pretty good at 

it,” he recalled.  Mills was in fact good, 

so much so that he made the Southaven 

High School baseball team his sopho-

more year and qualifi ed to play on the 

Snowden Grove Summer League All-

Star team.

At age 15, and playing in state-wide 

competition in Biloxi, something hap-

pened which completely changed Mike 

Mills’ life forever.  “I was playing well, 

but having to leave the fi eld to go to the 

bathroom.  I couldn’t keep anything I ate 

in my stomach, but didn’t think any-

thing of it because of the pressure of the 

game.  Then when we got back home, a 

week later I complained to my dad that 

my knee had popped out on the fi eld and 

was hurting.  I was taken to a doctor 

who fi rst weighed me and discovered 

my weight had dropped from 125 to 95 

pounds in just three weeks.  The doctor 

set-up a colonoscopy and technicians 

said I might be suffering from a virus or 

possibly irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) 

or even Crohn’s Disease, which I laughed 

off being young and an athlete,” Mills 

said.

Loggers 
damaging 

area 
roads

Wet weather and logging 

trucks are wreaking havoc 

on subdivision streets and 

county roads and members 

of the DeSoto County Board 

of Supervisors want to stop 

the problem in its tracks.

A logging operation on 

Gaines Road in District 5 

was a particular problem.

“I’ve had numerous com-

plaints about loggers tear-

ing up our roads,” District 

5 Supervisor Michael Lee 

said during a recent board 

meeting.

“There was a crew out 

there that made a complete 

mess.”

DeSoto County Road Man-

ager Andy Swims echoed 

Lee in saying the problem 

with loggers has been on the 

increase.

“I get called out all the 

time when loggers are ready 

to go to work,” Swims said. 

“We have asked them to 

review their routes.”

Swims said loggers have 

left dirt and mud and other 

debris on county roads and 

streets.

Some loggers have been 

asked to come back and 

wash streets and roads after 

they have fi nished logging.

Star athlete is in the fi ght of his life

Courtesy photo

The annual Christmas parade in DeSoto County draws spectators from 

all over North Mississippi.

Parades help celebrate holidays

SEE  MAN IN THE MIRROR, P2

‘Up until I was 15 years old, I 
took my body for granted, my 

mind for granted, happiness for 
granted and took ‘normalcy’ for 

granted.  But now I take every 
day for what it’s worth.’

Michael Mills, athlete and inspirational fi gure
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Spider web and alligator cracking in the asphalt mark the pavement along the 8000 block of Hamilton Road in Southaven. City offi  cials are 

beginning to address the needs of street repair across the city.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

MIKE LEE
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-TRIBUNE

The Christmas holiday season swings into 

high gear in the weekend and week ahead as 

DeSoto County communities start celebrating 

with parades.  

Olive Branch, Hernando, Southaven and 

Walls will hold Christmas parades in the next 

several days. Horn Lake, for the second year, 

holds its “Christmas in the Park: Bullfrogs and 

Mistletoad” in Latimer Lakes Park as a parade 

alternative. 

Saturday starts the festivities with the Olive 

Branch and Horn Lake events.  

The 42nd annual Olive Branch parade will 

start from the high school parking lot at 2 

p.m. Staging will start at 12:30 p.m. The route 

remains the same as in past years including 

its trek down Pigeon Roost into the city’s Old 

Towne district.  

The theme for this year’s parade is “A Story 

Book Christmas.”  

Grand marshals for the Olive Branch parade 

are long time residents Jim and Lynn Davis. 

The couple have been heavily involved in the 

community, Jim with local banking institu-

tions and Lynn as a teacher and coach at Olive 

Branch. 

Jim Davis spent the fi nal 15 years of his 

banking career with First Security Bank in 

Olive Branch. 

“We were surprised and honored,” said Jim 

about the now retired couple’s selection as 

grand marshals. “We’ve always felt we should 

give back to the community that has given us 

so much.”

Jim Davis was a charter member of the Olive 
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