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KICKIN’ IT! Mid-South soccer welcomes the Memphis City PDL team. P6

Unbroken

When Scott Coleman dived into shal-

low water in a lake on a beautiful Sun-

day afternoon nearly 39 years ago his life 

changed forever.

Coleman, who lives in Olive Branch, 

was paralyzed from the neck down and 

lost all feeling.

But the 55 year-old nationally-rec-

ognized author said that moment was 

really when he began to “feel” what life 

was all about.

“I was water-skiing with  a group of 

friends,” Coleman recalled of that fateful 

afternoon on June 22, 1980. “The rest 

of the guys wanted to go in — I said one 

more round. I took a deep dive in shallow 

water. I crushed the third and fourth 

vertebrae in my neck and I’ve been a 

quadriplegic since the age of 17.”

Coleman said  when the doctors came 

back into his room after looking at the 

X-rays they said it looked like someone 

took a stick of dynamite and blew his 

cervical cord into a “million pieces.”

His parents were at fi rst advised that 

he might be better off placed in an insti-

tution.

Yet, Coleman’s parents insisted their 

son set goals for himself. After all, 

Coleman had always been been a highly 

successful athlete, a self-taught musician 

and a well-liked, motivated young man.

“My parents and I cried, mourned and 

grieved together,” Coleman remembered. 

“But they said you have to have some 

goals. They said your tutor is in the hall. 

I remember thinking, gee, it’s just July. 

My buddies aren’t even going back to 

school until September.”

Blue 
ribbon 

trip pays 
dividends

Lobbying for support of fl ood 

control measures and waste-

water projects has paid off for 

the DeSoto County Board of 

Supervisors and constituents 

they represent.

Supervisors who traveled to 

Washington in the spring were 

rewarded for their efforts, staff 

spokespersons for U.S. law-

makers disclosed in a series 

of press releases issued on 

Tuesday.

The Senate offi ces of U.S. 

Sen. Roger Wicker and U.S. 

Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith issued 

press releases Tuesday to an-

nounce that an additional $55.9 

million has been allocated to 

support wastewater infrastruc-

ture, fl ood control and other 

projects.

The delegation consisted of 

the Board of Supervisors, city 

mayors, Alderman, DCRUA, 

and members of the DeSoto 

County Economic Development 

Council.

Supervisors Lee Caldwell 

and Mark Gardner are on the 

Stormwater Committee that 

has teamed up with Horn Lake 

Mayor Allen Latimer, Tracy 

Huffman of Waggoner Engi-

neering, and the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers headquar-

tered in Memphis to come up 

with a plan to help alleviate 

fl ooding and stormwater runoff 

Quadriplegic shares life lessons in acclaimed book
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DeSoto County Superin-

tendent of Education Cory 

Uselton chats with Ellen 

Self, longtime manager 

of the Hampton Inn in 

Hernando, following his 

address Tuesday before 

the Hernando Main Street 

Chamber of Commerce.

Uselton touts schools success
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‘If it meant missing everything 
I have learned and everything I 

have experienced as a direct 
result of what started as a 

terrible summer day, I wouldn’t 
change a thing, not for a 

bazillion dollars.’

Scott Coleman, author
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Scott Coleman and wife Linda Coleman are a husband-wife duo featured in a published book about Coleman’s recovery from a 

spinal injury nearly 39 years ago. The couple were honored guests at the Rotary Club of Hernando on Wednesday.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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DeSoto County Superintendent of 

Schools Cory Uselton touted the success 

of the DeSoto County School system and 

the fact the county’s stellar educational 

system is an economic draw to Missis-

sippi’s fastest-growing county.

Uselton was the keynote speaker at 

the Second Quarterly Luncheon of the 

Hernando Main Street Chamber of 

Commerce.

“We’re all in this thing together,” 

Uselton said to a packed crowd of 

around 300 gathered inside 1 Memphis 

Street. “Whether we are talking about 

business, industry, real estate or our 

schools, we all have a part in making 

our community better.”

SEE SCHOOL SUCCESS, P2

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Robert Long|DTT

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR


