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A gala event

For 20 years, the annual Crystal Ball 

Gala has been a special event in North-

west Mississippi. The gala event, to be 

held this year on Saturday, Jan. 18 at the 

Arena in Southaven, has been the driving 

force that supports the Community 

Foundation of  Northwest Mississippi 

(CFNM) as it “connects people who care 

with causes that matter,” as the nonprofit 

foundation states.  

More than 1,000 community leaders an-

nually come to enjoy great food and great 

music, while at the same time learning 

about how the Foundation and its sup-

porters have been making a difference in 

the 11-county area that it represents.  

The couple charged making it all 

happen as the co-chairs for the Crystal 

Ball this year are Michael and Elizabeth 

Bellipanni. Michael is the Director of  

Marketing and Business Development for 

Northcentral Electric Power Association 

in Olive Branch. Elizabeth’s involvement 

in the community includes her work 

with Junior Auxiliary, where she said she 

has seen what CFNM has done. 

“We have a service project that is fund-

ed through an anonymous donor through 

the Community Foundation,” Elizabeth 

said. “We’re able to help children in 

DeSoto County and this donor wanted to 

provide ‘wants’ that children may have 

for Christmas. We were able to help 70 

children through this one donation.”

Michael Bellipanni said the evening 

will be reflective while providing a per-

spective of  what CFNM does for the area.

“The 20th anniversary is really the 

overall theme of  the event,” Michael Bel-

lipanni said. “Given this great milestone, 

let’s let that be the theme of  the evening,” 

with Elizabeth adding, “because it’s the 

S’haven 
to test 
body 

cameras

Southaven city officials have 

taken the first step toward 

equipping its police officers 

with body cameras, becoming 

the largest Mid-South commu-

nity outside of  Memphis to 

have the equipment in use. 

Aldermen at their meeting 

Tuesday evening voted to au-

thorize the police department 

to enter into a demonstration 

contract with Axon, one of  the 

national leaders in that product 

area. 

Axon is a company based in 

Scottsdale, Arizona that makes 

a number of  products for pub-

lic safety and law enforcement, 

including cameras and tasers. 

The company originated as 

TASER in 1993. 

Police Chief  Macon Moore 

said the department will have 

the use of  six Axon body cam-

eras and two in-vehicle camer-

as for about a month’s time.

“It’s a field test agreement 

for body cameras,” Moore said. 

“We’ll test these cameras for 30 

days and tonight was getting 

the board’s permission to test 

with Axon.”

Moore pointed out Axon is 

not the only company being 

looked at, saying, “we’re going 

to test 4-5 different vendors. 

We get their equipment for 30 

Foundation celebrates 20th year of the Crystal Ball

Courtesy photo 

The first baby born for the new year 2020 in DeSoto County is little DeAngelo 

Jackson Jr., born at 7:56 a.m. Jan. 1 at Methodist Olive Branch Hospital. The new 

mother is Briana Cork of Southaven.

New additions highlight start of new year

SEE  FOUNDATION  CELEBRATES, P7

SEE  SOUTHAVEN TO TEST, P2

‘You see the success stories of 
projects funded through the 
Foundation throughout the 

Delta up into DeSoto and 
Marshall counties. It really does 

make a tangible impact.’

Michael Bellipanni, Crystal Ball co-chair
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Elizabeth and Michael Bellipanni are serving as the co-chairs of the 20th anniversary Crystal Ball, set for Saturday, Jan. 18 at the Arena in 

Southaven.  The event is the main annual fundraiser for the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi. 

As the new year began Wednesday, Jan. 

1, when the clock struck midnight, we said 

goodbye to 2019 and welcomed the start of 

2020. 

For two tiny babies, Jan. 1 was not only 

the beginning of a new year, but the begin-

ning of a new life. 

The two babies were the firstborns for 

2020 at the two hospitals serving DeSoto 

County, Baptist Memorial Hospital-DeSoto 

in Southaven and Methodist Olive Branch 

Hospital. 

Methodist Olive Branch is able to boast 

the first baby born in DeSoto County for 

the new year, and the new decade, with the 

Wednesday morning birth of tiny DeAnge-

lo Jackson Jr. DeAngelo was born at 7:56 

a.m. Jan. 1, and weighed seven pounds, six 

ounces. The baby, new son of Briana Cork 

of Southaven, was 19 inches long.  

Baptist-DeSoto and Audra Mitchell 

followed later that afternoon, when Amyr 

Liam Rice came into the world at about 

1:25 p.m. 

“It was a moment of excitement and a lot 

of joy and blessing,” Mitchell said about 

her first look at her new son. 

Amyr has one older brother, who is 19 

months old, Mitchell said.  

Both babies start their new lives with a 

bounty of gifts provided them by the re-
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