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Leaders of tomorrow

This month, incoming fourth through 

eighth grade students from Olive Branch, 

Pleasant Hill, Lewisburg, Center Hill and 

DeSoto Central will gather for the Olive 

Branch Police Department’s 13th annual 

Camp B.U.I.L.D., a free summer camp 

designed to build positive character traits 

in students.

The camp, which will take place at Olive 

Branch Middle School at 6530 Blocker 

Street, began June 3 and will run through 

June 28 from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. every week-

day. 

Camp B.U.I.L.D. stands for Body, Unity, 

Inner self, Leadership and Development, 

the character traits that the OBPD hopes 

to nurture this summer. Various activities 

have been planned to support each trait 

and keep the students active throughout 

the day. Students will participate in games 

and physical activities throughout the day 

to promote physical health. They will also 

break off  into different groups through-

out the day to talk about topics such as 

teamwork, self-esteem, character, leader-

ship and personal conduct skills. OBPD 

Lt. James Woods and Offi cer Henry Minor 

will be providing the instruction.

“Camp B.U.I.L.D. was a dream and a 

vision by our chief, Chief  Don Gammage, 

to develop a program that would give 

our kids the tools that they need and the 

building blocks that they need to become 

our future civic leaders and community 

leaders,” said Major William Cox, leader 

of  OBPD’s criminal investigations division 

and the department’s public relations and 

community outreach coordinator. “It was 

a goal of  his many years back to get that 
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Olive Branch Police Department set to host Camp B.U.I.L.D.

Photo Courtesy of David 

Wardrick

Congressman 

Trent Kelly, 

who represents 

Mississippi’s fi rst 

congressional 

district, wears a 

DeSoto Central 

High School 

jersey in a recent 

scrimmage. He 

will be represent-

ing Mississippi 

in the upcoming 

Congressional 

Baseball Game on 

June 26.

Kelly  represents Mississippi in Congressional Baseball Game
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‘These are the students that 
are going to be our community 
leaders, they’re going to be our 

civic leaders, they’re going to 
be the people who take over the 

reins from us as we retire and 
move on.’

Major William Cox, OBPD
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Kids receive instruction on the fi rst day of Camp B.U.I.L.D., a free summer camp hosted by the Olive Branch Police Department that is de-

signed to promote physical health and nurture key character traits such as unity, self-esteem, leadership and development.
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Congressman Trent Kelly is gearing up to 

represent Mississippi in the annual Con-

gressional Baseball Game for Charity later 

this month and will be showing his pride for 

one DeSoto County School in particular. 

Started in 1909, the Congressional Base-

ball Game has become a beloved tradition 

for both politicians and citizens. The game, 

an annual bipartisan event, supports 

charities such as The Washington Literacy 

Center, The Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater 

Washington and the Washington Nationals 

Dream Foundation. The game also con-

tributes to the United States Capitol Police 

Memorial Fund in honor of the brave offi -

cers who intervened at a shooting during a 

Republican practice in June 2017. Each of the 

two teams is composed of congressmen from 

each political party. This year’s game will be 

held at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C. 

on June 26 and will feature 25 Democrats 

and 44 Republicans on its roster.

Congressmen on both sides of the game 

traditionally wear different high school and 

college jerseys during each inning to show 

support for their state. 

Kelly, who was elected to represent the 

First District of Mississippi in June 2015, 

has played in the Congressional Baseball 

Game since 2016. He represented Ole Miss 

in 2016; Northwest Community College, 

Itawamba Community College and North-

east Community College in 2017; and Ole 

Miss and the Mississippi Braves in 2018. 
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The Southaven Police 

Department has made an 

arrest in an armed robbery 

that occurred at a Marathon 

gas station early Wednesday 

morning. Around 3:13 a.m. 

Wednesday morning, South-

aven Police received a call 

about an armed robbery at the 

Marathon Gas Station locat-

ed at 7660 Airways Blvd. in 

Southaven. 

When offi cers responded, a 

vehicle matching a description 

of the suspect’s vehicle was 

traveling northbound on Air-

ways Blvd. Although South-
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