
Mississippi Wednesday saw 
another jump in positive case 
numbers for coronavirus and an 
added number of death reports 
that have jumped the total num-
ber of COVID-19-related fatalities 
in the state over the 1,000 mark.  

The Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health (MSDH) has now 
reported 1,011 deaths, or 22 more 
from coronavirus and 23,424 pos-
itive cases, a growth of 526 cases. 

Twelve of the latest death fig-
ures came from death certificate 
reports between May 30-June 14, 
the department report stated.    

Meanwhile, case numbers in 
DeSoto County Wednesday grew 
Wednesday by 42 to a total of 
990 cases for the pandemic. The 
death count from the virus in the 
county remained at 15 Wednes-
day. The latest reported death in 
DeSoto County came in Tues-
day’s update.     

One of the newest reported 
positive cases came from the 
McDonald’s restaurant in Horn 
Lake at Highway 51 and Good-
man Road West. Media reports 
indicated an employee of the 
restaurant had been tested pos-
itive for the virus, according to 
a statement from the restaurant 
owner.  

The restaurant was being deep 
cleaned and any staff member 
who had come in close contact 
with the employee was asked to 

quarantine for 14 days before 
coming back to work.

Employee temperature and 
wellness checks, along with 
mask and glove requirements 
are now part of the routine.

Statewide hospitalizations 
for coronavirus grew to 523 
confirmed infections and the 
number of suspected infections 
spiked upward Wednesday to 
244. Patients being treated in an 
intensive care unit for coronavi-
rus number 157 and the number 
of patients in Mississippi on 
ventilators are at 91.  

DeSoto County EMS Direc-
tor Mark Davis, who regularly 
checks with Baptist Memorial 
Hospital-DeSoto and Method-
ist-Olive Branch Hospital about 
how the virus is affecting their 
facilities, said both hospitals re-

main steady in their bed counts 
for coronavirus. 

“Right now, both of the hos-
pitals are steady,” Davis said. 
“They’ve had about the same 
number the last 10 days to two 
weeks, but they are steady at this 
time.” 

Davis said more testing is 
discovering more cases for coro-
navirus.  

“We’re doing a lot more testing 
and we’ve opened up to just not 
testing people who are showing 
some kind of symptoms,” Davis 
said. “The two hospitals are do-
ing more than 400 tests a day this 
last week. If you do more tests, 
you will find more positives.” 

Davis added that more positive 
cases are being found in people 
who didn’t step forward with the 
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The current Mississippi state flag (left) has created controversy for 
decades because of its Confederate imagery. Lawmakers are looking to 
change the flag before the end of the legislative session. Some in the 
state have advocated for the Hospitality flag (right), which was formerly 
known as the Stennis flag.

Powerful groups cry out: ‘Change the flag’

Over the past week, many 
national and state groups have 
ramped up pressure on lawmak-
ers to change the state flag, the 
last in the nation to feature the 
Confederate battle emblem. 

Despite decades of bitter debate 
over the issue, Mississippi law-
makers are feeling unprecedent-
ed pressure to change the flag.

As of Monday afternoon, 
legislative leaders still do  not 
have the votes needed to pass a 
change through both chambers. 
Doing so, either by outright 

changing the flag or putting it 
on a state ballot, would require 
a two-thirds vote of both the 
122-member House and the 
52-member Senate to suspend its 
rules. Lawmakers are quickly 
running out of time to act, as the 
current legislative session ends 
on Friday. 

Democrats have universally 

backed changing the flag to the 
Hospitality Flag – previously 
called the Stennis flag – but 
Republicans hold supermajori-
ties in both chambers. Nearly 40 
Black lawmakers stood in front 
of state flags on the front steps 
of the state Capitol and cried out 
“get rid of it.” 

“We need to adopt a flag that 
is unifying and inclusive. The 
emotional distress that the cur-
rent flag perpetuates on people 
of color extends throughout the 
United States, casting us and 
having people claim we are back-
water and retrograde,” said Sen. 
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‘It’s a precious town’

Meet Walls’ new mayor

1,000 dead in state from virus

Lawmakers face 
unprecedented 

pressure

Keidron Henderson was declared 

the new mayor of Walls on June 4 

after being the only person to sub-

mit the 50 registered voter signa-

tures to be placed on the ballot. 

Henderson replaced long-time 

mayor Patti Denison, who stepped 

down to provide childcare for her 

granddaughter.

Denison said she was not sur-

prised by Henderson winning by 

default, as she also won her first 

election by default. 

“A struggle down there is get-

ting community involvement. So 

I wasn’t surprised that there was 

only one person to come forward,” 

Denison said.

Denison resigned as the town’s 
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Keidron Hendran, the new Walls mayor

Cases surge at 
unprecedented 
rate as deaths 

mount


