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CHIEF  MOVE! Horn Lake’s Harris inks deal with NFL’s Kansas City. P6

Reel ‘em in

When it’s springtime in DeSoto County, 

the fi shing poles come out.  

It’s a family activity for those who grab 

their rods, reels, along with bait and tackle, 

and head out to a nearby watering hole, 

wet the line and look for the next big catch. 

Parks and recreation departments in 

DeSoto County are also promoting the 

sport of  fi shing, or angling as some may 

say, as a means of  getting the kids away 

from the TV and video game screens and 

get them out to enjoy the outdoors.  

“It’s a good family event,” said Larry 

Calvert of  the Horn Lake Parks and 

Recreation Department Saturday. “We’re 

providing a good service for the city and 

citizens here. It’s a good bonding time for 

the parents, both fathers and mothers, and 

it’s getting the kids out of  the house and 

away from the TV, video games and stuff.”

Horn Lake Saturday became the latest of  

the DeSoto County parks departments to 

hold a Fishing Rodeo to give children a try 

at fi shing. Saturday’s event was held in a 

pond at Latimer Lakes Park. 

Southaven and Olive Branch this spring 

have held similar events for youngsters, at 

Jim Saucier Memorial Park and the Olive 

Branch Soccer Complex, respectively. 

The kids start at a specifi c time on a Sat-

urday morning to cast a line into the water 

and seek out a fi sh during the morning. 

Prizes in different categories help entice 

the youngsters to come out and take part. 

Mom and Dad can help their child, but 

they can’t do the fi shing for the youngster.  

Calvert said the Latimer Lakes pond had 

a lot of  fi sh for the youngsters to work for, 

fi sh of  all sizes.  

“We have catfi sh and some bass in here,” 

Jobless  
numbers 
take rise 

in May

Where DeSoto County stands 

for the number of  workers still 

looking for jobs is expected to 

come out Tuesday afternoon. 

Statewide, the number of  

available jobs is up, but so is the 

unemployment rate.  

Figures from the Mississippi 

Department of  Employment Se-

curity (MDES) out late last week 

show the Magnolia State had an 

increase in the number of  jobs 

by 12,000. 

These numbers are based on 

a survey of  employers and the 

survey is recognized as the most 

reliable indicator of  job growth.

The number of  non-farm jobs 

in Mississippi rose by 2,300 in 

May to 1,165,800, which are the 

most jobs ever recorded in Mis-

sissippi.

At the same time, the unem-

ployment rate in Mississippi 

rose by one-tenth of  a percent to 

an even fi ve-percent of  the work-

force unemployed. The one-tenth 

of  a percent hike is compared 

to the 4.9 percent fi gure in April 

2019.  It is also up two-tenths of  a 

percent from the May 2018 fi gure 

of  4.8 percent.  

Over the year since May 2018, 

the number of  jobs in our state 

increased by 12,100. 

The state DES report said 

Mississippi’s labor force, which 

is made up of  everyone who 

has a job or is looking for a job, 

increased in May by 1,000 to 

Park offi  cials promote fi shing as family event
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From left, Brad 

Kerley of Senatobia 

and Glen Popeil of 

Southaven listen and 

make amateur radio 

contacts during the 

ARRL National Field 

Day event Saturday in 

Southaven. 

Radio operators ‘ham’ for connections
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‘It’s a good bonding time for the 
parents, both fathers and moth-
ers, and it’s getting the kids out 

of the house.’

Larry Calvert, 
Horn Lake Parks and Recreation Department
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Mallory Morris, age 9 of Southaven, looks intently for her next big catch during Saturday’s Horn Lake Fishing Rodeo for kids at Latimer 

Lakes Park.  Youngsters were fi shing for prizes while enjoying a Saturday morning out with their families.
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There’s as many reasons for getting 
into the hobby of amateur radio as 
there are radio operators. That’s what 
you will fi nd when you start talking to 
them, either in person or “on the air,” 
as you could very easily this weekend. 

An American Radio Relay League, 
or ARRL, National Field Day was held 

during the weekend, and the airwaves 
were enormously busy with operators, 
also known as “hams,” trying to make 
contact with their radio brethren 
across the country or around the world.  

The Southaven Arena parking lot was 
the site of one such Field Day event, 
jointly held by the Olive Branch Ama-
teur Radio Club and the Chickasaw Am-
ateur Radio Association of Hernando.  
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