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HEAR  ME  ROAR! Hernando wins battle of Tigers vs. Tigers. P6

Down to earth

Things got a little “earthy” around the 

DeSoto County Courthouse Square Satur-

day morning. Along with the start of  the 

season for the Hernando Farmers Market, 

DeSoto County government offi cials hosted 

about 50 different exhibits and vendors 

around the square for its yearly Earth Day 

celebration. 

It was the ninth annual activity to pro-

mote and support a green, healthy environ-

ment, and is an event that has grown each 

year, said county Environmental Services 

Manager Ray Laughter. 

“It was started back in 2010 and was 

brought on by our county administrator 

Vanessa Lynchard,” Laughter said. “It 

went from a small event with about 10 

vendors and we have about 50 vendors now. 

I think people enjoy coming out to see what 

all the county has to offer.”

The free event featured a paper shred-

ding availability, and a mascot for the 

Mississippi Soil and Water Conservation 

Commission by the name of  Sam E. Soil, 

made the rounds to teach about the impor-

tance of  the soil and conservation. The 

mascot is billed as a “walking, talking soil 

sample.”  

“We want to be good servants to the 

Earth and take care of  our environment 

and we want to promote a healthy environ-

ment for our citizens,” said Supervisor and 

Board President Lee Caldwell.  

There was more to the day, which went 

on Saturday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., as exhib-

its ranged from the county Emergency 

Services Department to the Army Corps 

of  Engineers. Laughter’s department had 

a spot on the square and the Horn Lake 

Lions Club promoted another form of  

recycling in donating used eyeglasses to be 

reused.  

Social media 
threat 

posted to 
middle school

An extra law enforcement pres-

ence was on hand at Hernando 

Middle School Monday morning 

after a threat to the school was 

found on social media.

School administrators early Sun-

day morning were made aware of a 

post regarding school safety.

They followed up by letting the 

Hernando Police Department know 

about the post, which was investi-

gated by the department.  

It was determined there was no 

validity to the threat, although as a 

school district statement said, “all 

matters regarding school safety 

are treated with the utmost impor-

tance.” 

The extra law enforcement was 

on campus Monday morning as a 

precautionary measure to ease con-

cerns of parents, students and staff. 

The statement from the school 

district said Hernando Middle 

School parents were notifi ed of the 

incident in an email sent to them 

on Sunday morning.  

Reportedly the post was on the 

social media site SnapChat and was 

shared by students from Hernando 

Middle and another middle school.  

The Hernando Police Department 

has not commented on the situation 

as of mid-afternoon Monday con-

cerning the resolution of the threat 

and what might happen next. The 

department did repost a statement 

on Facebook stating the child and 

family had been contacted and that 

the police were working with the 

school district in the matter. 

County celebrates environment in Earth Day event

Bob Bakken|DTT

Mississippi Commis-
sioner of Agriculture 

and Commerce 
Andy Gipson (right) 
shares of a moment 

with state Sen. 
David Parker (R-Olive 

Branch) at a recent 
meeting of DeSoto 

County Republicans.

Gipson seeks a new generation of farmers

SEE EARTH DAY, P2

‘We’ve got a beautiful natural 
landscape and we love to pro-

mote all of the diff erent services 
that we have that just makes 
our county clean and green.’

Ray Laughter, 
County Environmental Services Manager
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Sam E. Soil, representing the Mississippi Soil and Water Conservation Commission, made the rounds of the DeSoto County Courthouse 
Square Saturday morning, as part of the county’s Earth Day activities.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

https://tmheatingandair.com 

SPRING CLEANING SPECIAL 

$69.95 first unit 

$40.00 each additional  

Includes: 

Chemical Cleaning of Condensing Coils 

Refrigerant Level Check 

Electrical Check 

Offer Expires 6/1/19—Must Mention Coupon Code DTT 

 

Mississippi’s Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Commerce believes 
the state should be actively working 
to bring up a new generation of people 
involved in agriculture.  

Andy Gipson, named to the position 
when predecessor Cindy Hyde-Smith 
was appointed U.S. Senator by Gov. Phil 
Bryant in April 2018, spoke to DeSoto 

County Republicans this month about 
what he sees as the state’s role in agri-
culture. 

Gipson, when asked later about what 
the greatest challenge is to Mississippi 
agriculture, said it is fostering new 
farmers to replace the current, yet 
aging, generation of those who work the 
land and raise livestock.

“Our biggest challenge is to plan for 

SEE GIPSON, P2
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