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BIG BATTLE! Prep teams work hard to move up ranks. P6

Recovery begins

It has been a week fraught with emo-

tions for many in DeSoto County, from 

coming to grips with what an early 

Saturday morning storm with a pair of  

tornadoes did to their property, to the 

uncertainty of  what lies ahead. 

At the same time, the feelings of  help-

lessness and fear have become a steely re-

solve and determination to move forward 

and start on the road to recovery.

As usually happens when DeSoto 

County has to deal with disaster, friends, 

neighbors, and even strangers, have 

stepped forward to offer all the help 

they can, walking side-by-side with the 

victims of  what Mother Nature had 

inflicted.

Since the winds and storm sirens start-

ed blowing around 4:30 a.m. Saturday, 

many have come forward to start re-

moving broken trees, opening up closed 

roads, putting tarps on homes void of  

shingles, and assessing the damage from 

the EF-1 tornado that struck south of  

Hernando and the EF-2 tornado invading 

the Lewisburg community.  

One of  the two areas in DeSoto Coun-

ty that were hardest hit came from the 

EF-1 tornado that started in Tate County 

around Arkabutla Lake’s Hernando Point 

to end about 3.7 miles south-southeast of  

Hernando. The second tornado, rated at 

EF-2, started about 4.3 miles northeast of  

Hernando and continued to just short of  

three miles southeast of  Olive Branch.  

Officials immediately started assess-

ing the damage in the aftermath with 

everyone, including Mississippi Lt. Gov. 

Delbert Hosemann when he visited the 

damaged areas Monday, expressing 

thanks that there were no deaths from 

the storm, and only two injuries.  

“This looks about as bad a storm as I’ve 

seen in my lifetime here in DeSoto Coun-

ty,” said Board of  Supervisors President 

Jesse Medlin of  Olive Branch. 

Homestead
applications
being taken

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-TRIBUNE

DeSoto County residents who are 

eligible for, but who had not previ-

ously filed for, the county’s Home-

stead Tax Exemption may begin 

doing so now.

Under the program in DeSo-

to County, homeowners may be 

eligible to apply and then receive a 

credit on their bottom line property 

taxes. It is a one-time filing home-

owners need to do to receive the 

credit.

Applicants need to apply in the 

Tax Assessor’s Office at the County 

Administration Building in Her-

nando. A number of  items must be 

brought with the applicant at the 

time they apply. The items include 

a copy of  the applicant’s recorded 

warranty deed, state vehicle tag 

numbers, social security numbers 

for the applicant and spouse, if  

married, birthdates of  the applicant 

and spouse, or all parties applying 

for the homestead exemption, and 

closing or settlement statement on 

the property being applied for.

If  age 65 or older by Jan. 1 of  the 

filing year, applicants are asked to 

bring proof  of  their birthday to 

qualify for an additional tax exemp-

tion. Fully disabled individuals also 

qualify for an additional exemption 

but must bring proof  of  disability 

from the Veterans Administration 

of  Social Security Administration.

While residents need only apply 

once for a homestead exemption, 

there are several instances regard-

ing life changes, such as marriage 

or divorce, or change of  name, that 

may require the resident to reapply 

for the exemption. The complete list 

is available on the official county 

website as desotocountyms.gov or by 

calling the Tax Assessor’s Officer at 

662-469-8029.

Homestead exemption applicants 

may only be accepted through 

March of  this year.

DeSoto County responds as tornadoes strike
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DeSoto Coun-

ty Sheriff’s 

Dept. Dep. 

Jerald Wheeler 

coordinates the 

department’s 

“Sheriff’s Citizens 

Academy,” which 

gives citizens a 

revealing and up 

close look into the 

workings of the 

law enforcement 

agency. 

Sheriff’s Citizens Academy program to begin

SEE DESOTO  COUNTY  RESPONDS , P2

‘We’ll stay here until we’re com-
fortable that all of those needs 

have been met.’

Shannon Daley, Samaritan’s Purse
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Courtesy Samaritan’s Purse

Aerial footage of the Sue Williams home in the Lewisburg community as volunteers from Samaritan’s Purse charitable response team 

begin cleaning up debris. Williams lives off Allison Road in the Lewisburg area and her home was heavily damaged by the Saturday morning 

tornado. Samaritan’s Purse volunteers expect to help in the county for the next two weeks. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

Applications are being accepted for 
people interested in learning more about 
the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department 
through its Sheriff’s Citizen Academy, or 
SCA. 

The program provides the general 
public with a way to discover more closely 
how the Sheriff’s Department functions. It 
also provides a glimpse of the judicial side 
of the county’s legal system. 

“It bridges the community with law 
enforcement,” said Deputy Jerald Wheel-
er, who has coordinated the SCA program 
the past three years. “They can see what 
we do and we can understand their per-
spective about what they see that we do. It 
builds a better relationship between law 

enforcement and the community.”
The weekly classes are done over a 10-

week period each Tuesday evening and 
this year’s program will start Feb. 18 at 
6:30 p.m. 

“One week we will tour the jail, another 
week we will have some judges coming in 
and talk,” Wheeler explained. “One week 
we will have a demonstration from the 
SWAT Team, K-9, Aviation, Search and 
Rescue. Our participants will be able to 
participate in a ride-along class and ride 
in a squad car.”

Wheeler, who ran a similar program 
with the Southaven Police Department 
before he joined the Sheriff’s Department, 
said those who take part also learn how to 
give back to their community and coun-
ty. To do that, graduates will have the 
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