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READY TO PLAY! Olive Branch Boys continue quest for state title tonight. P6

Leading the way

There once was a time Brad Meadows 

was knocking on doors in the outside 

sales world, hoping they would open for 

him to get the next big score in a sale for 

the fi rm he represented. 

Meadows then transitioned into teach-

ing and coaching baseball, where he 

was working to see some big numbers on 

the scoreboard for the Horn Lake High 

School team he helped to coach, while 

also teaching and later serving as assis-

tant principal there.    

Today, Meadows, the DeSoto County 

Schools (DCS) Administrator of the Year, 

is leading Lewisburg Middle School in 

helping to open doors for students and 

their teachers to succeed and put up 

big numbers in their education and life 

experience. 

Meadows was selected among the 

administrators at the different schools 

in Mississippi’s largest district to be 

honored and to represent it later this 

year as the state Department of Educa-

tion determines its state Administrator 

of the Year.  

The DCS school board held a function 

to honor him after its Monday afternoon 

meeting in Hernando.  

Involved in education since 2005, 

Meadows determined investing in the 

lives of youngsters brought a greater 

dividend than working in sales.  

“I did outside sales for about 3-4 years 

before I got into education,” Meadows 

said. “I felt like there was more to life 

than just making money. You want to 

feel like you’re making a difference 

in something and I wanted to go start 

coaching baseball, so I got hired at Horn 

Lake High School as assistant baseball 

coach.”

Cochran
to step 

down on 
April 1

U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran 

will step down from his post 

effective April 1, after reveal-

ing that health challenges have 

forced the veteran lawmaker to 

call it quits after serving more 

than 40 years in offi ce.

Cochran was one of the very 

fi rst Republican U.S. lawmak-

ers from Mississippi elected 

since Reconstruction when he 

was swept into offi ce in 1978 

during a Republican resur-

gence following the Watergate 

affair.

Cochran was fi rst elected 

to the United States House of 

Representatives in 1972.

Cochran serves as chairman 

of the powerful U.S. Senate 

Appropriations Committee.

“I regret that my health has 

become an ongoing challenge,” 

Cochran said in a statement 

released on Monday. “I intend 

to fulfi ll my responsibilities 

and commitments to the people 

of Mississippi and the Senate 

through the completion of 2018 

appropriations cycle, after 

which I will formally retire 

from the U.S. Senate.”

Cochran served three terms 

in the U.S. House of Represen-

tatives before being elected 

in 1978 as U.S. Senator, one of 

the very fi rst statewide elect-

ed federal lawmakers since 

Reconstruction, a period which 

followed the American Civil 

Middle school leader named top administrator

Robert Long|DTT

Candidates Charlie Hoots 
(left) and Greg Paylor 
are running in Tuesday’s 
runoff  election for South-
aven Board of Aldermen. 
Hoots and Paylor were 
the top vote getters in the 
Feb. 13 special election 
among seven candidates 
for the offi  ce formerly 
held by Ronnie Hale.

Southaven runoff  election set for today

SEE LEADING THE WAY, P2

SEE COCHRAN, P2

‘I think we have that perfect mix 
of awesome teachers, students 

wanting to learn and we have 
parents wanting to back it up.’

Brad Meadows, Lewisburg Middle School 
Principal
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Lewisburg Middle School Principal Brad Meadows visits with students in a classroom. Meadows has been named DeSoto County Schools’ 
Administrator of the Year.  
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Candidates Charlie Hoots 

runoff  election for South-

the top vote getters in the 

Voters in Southaven’s Ward 2 are set to vote 
Tuesday in the runoff election to determine the 
ward’s next representative on the city’s Board of 
Aldermen. 

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to de-
termine who, between candidates Charlie Hoots 
and Greg Paylor, will replace Ronnie Hale on 
the board.  

The pair were the top two fi nishers in the 
Feb. 13 special election held after Hale resigned 

from the seat in the midst of legal troubles in 
connection with transporting child pornogra-
phy charges. He earlier was facing prostitution 
charges. 

Hoots was the top vote-getter in a fi eld of sev-
en candidates with 169 votes. Paylor was second 
with 130 votes.  

Paylor is an insurance executive and a former 
police offi cer. Hoots is a former news photojour-
nalist with a Memphis television station.  

Balloting is being done at the DeSoto County 
Justice Building on Highway 51 in Southaven.  
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