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BRING IT HOME! DeSoto Central caps special season with state championship. P6

Sparking a career

Lack of fi refi ghter personnel to fi ght 

fi res during times when members of an 

all-volunteer force are likely at work con-

cerned Love Volunteer Fire Department 

Chief Shawn “Skinny” Witt.

Witt was praying that a program might 

come along to help staff the ranks at his 

station during those critical times.

Last year, the DeSoto County Board of 

Supervisors adopted a program that gave 

volunteer fi re departments “scholarship 

funds” for beginning volunteer fi refi ght-

ers as a means of recruiting fi refi ghters 

and furthering their education.

The DeSoto County Board of Super-

visors appropriated $25,000 per depart-

ment in the effort to obtain recruits for 

daytime shifts. Since then, Witt said his 

department has matched that amount.

Each fi refi ghter receives a $2,000 tui-

tion payment.

Witt said this past year, he has been 

able to keep the station manned 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week due to the pro-

gram.

“Our primary focus has been daytime 

recruitment,” said Witt. “We have six 

volunteers in that program now. When 

they registered at Northwest, it covered 

them 100 percent. That’s if you can make 

the commitment for up to two years. 

They can go from getting out of high 

school to making $35,000 a year.”

Volunteers in the program don’t nec-

essarily have to pursue fi refi ghting as a 

career.

The residency scholarship has allowed 

fi refi ghters like Braidyn Wiseman, a 

Northpoint Christian School graduate 

and Northwest Mississippi Community 

College student to live at the fi re station 

and work a 24-hour shift.

Wiseman is seeking a career in the 

Pair 
caught 

in escape  
plot

DeSoto County Adult De-

tention Center inmate Phillip 

Herron, who walked away from 

a work detail in Hernando on 

Tuesday, May 15, along with 

Lauren Bland who allegedly 

aided his escape, have been 

apprehended and are awaiting 

extradition from Memphis.

The pair were taken into cus-

tody on Saturday at 2:45 p.m. 

at a house on North Highland 

near Bowen in Memphis by 

members of the Memphis Po-

lice Department Tillman Sta-

tion Task Force and the Shelby 

County Sheriff’s Department 

Fugitive Apprehension Team.

Offi cers responded to the 

residence after the DeSoto 

County Sheriff’s Department 

Fugitive Division received tips 

regarding their location. Both 

suspects are being held at the 

Shelby County Jail pending 

their extradition to Mississip-

pi.

Herron was arrested several 

months ago on misdemeanor 

and felony charges.

DeSoto County Sheriff’s De-

partment Chief Deputy Macon 

Moore said Monday that the 

pair were still in the custody 

of the Shelby County Sheriff’s 

Department and were awaiting 

extradition.

“It (extradition) will likely 

be within the next 30 days,” 

Moore said. “It depends upon 

whether they will fi ght extradi-

tion or not.”

Volunteer fi refi ghter program aimed at recruits

Bob Bakken|DTT

State Sen. Kevin Blackwell 
(R-Southaven) makes a point 
to Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves before 
Reeves’ speech to the Southav-
en Chamber of Commerce Quar-
terly Luncheon at the Landers 
Center. The lieutenant gover-
nor used facts and fi gures to 
highlight the job and economic 
growth Mississippi has seen in 
recent years. 

Reeves touts successes to Southaven audience

SEE SPARKING A CAREER, P5

‘It’s giving back to the communi-
ty. We’re taking kids and giving 
them an opportunity to have a 

career.’

Love Volunteer Chief Shawn “Skinny” Witt
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Love Volunteer Fire Chief Shawn “Skinny” Witt and volunteer fi refi ghters, from left, Kevin Hays, Braidyn Wiseman and Rin Hitt discuss the 
fi ner points of a new program aimed at recruiting fi refi ghters.
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terly Luncheon at the Landers 
Center. The lieutenant gover-

highlight the job and economic 

Mississippi Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves says 
the state can hold its head high when it 
comes to job and economic growth, and 
he told a Southaven audience he had the 
facts and fi gures to prove it.  

Reeves, the featured speaker for the 
Southaven Chamber of Commerce’s 
Quarterly Luncheon, highlighted sever-
al areas where growth in the Magnolia 

State has been seen.  
Reeves pointed out that his offi ce 

seeks to create an environment for job 
creation and growth in Mississippi, 
adding that each bill enacted under 
his watch in the state Legislature has 
passed that litmus test.  

“In every single bill, the question 
we ask is if it is going to create that 
environment which encourages private 
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