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RANGER UP! Williams named to assist Northwest basketball program. P8

A growing tradition 

This week, Latimer Lakes Park in 

Horn Lake has become more than just a 

place for a walk, run, play ball, and do 

all the recreational things the park has 

to offer.  

The city’s center of recreation this 

week has also become the focal point of 

entertainment, as the sixth annual Mag-

nolia Fest has been held at the park.  

PBJ Happee Day Shows of Marion, 

Arkansas has provided a carnival atmo-

sphere with rides and the annual festival 

has attracted people of all ages to meet 

and have a great time. 

Most people likely were unaware, but 

while the Ferris Wheel, Merry Go Round 

and kiddie train rides were running, 

three young Tiger Cubs from Hernan-

do-based Pack 141 were starting a new 

tradition to start the annual festival.  

Wednesday evening, the three put 

shovel to dirt and within moments had 

successfully planted a small Magnolia 

tree in the park near the Horn Lake 

Parks and Recreation Department’s 

headquarters offi ce.

Pack leader Derrill Argo Jr., who also 

serves as promoter for Magnolia Fest, 

said one of the reasons for the tree plant-

ing was that it helped the Tiger Cubs 

with their Scouting requirements.   

“This is the Magnolia Fest and we have 

some beautiful Magnolia trees that greet 

the entrances to the park, but we thought 

Southaven 
squad car 

stolen, man 
arrested

Scouts plant a tree to start annual festival

SEE A GROWING  TRADITION, P2

‘It’s an absolute honor to have 
this fi rst tree in Magnolia Fest 

dedicated to him.’

Derrill Argo Jr., 
Magnolia Fest promoter
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From left, Pack 141 Cub Scouts Cotton Woitesek, Houston Argo, and Henry Berryhill fi nish planting a Magnolia tree on the Latimer Lake Park 

grounds in Horn Lake. The tree, planted at the beginning of this weekend’s Magnolia Fest, is dedicated to the late Horn Lakes Public Works 

Director Spencer “Penny” Shields. The tree planting will become an annual event to start the Magnolia Fest. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

Remembering a signifi cant 
part of  Hernando history 
will be a marker to be offi -
cially unveiled during a cer-
emony Saturday morning.

Oak Grove Central Ele-
mentary School, located at 
893 West Oak Grove Road, 
was formerly known as Her-
nando Central School, a fact 

that will be recognized with 
a historical marker during 
the 11:30 a.m. event.  

Hernando Central was 
the fi rst African-American 
school established in DeSoto 
County during what was 
called the “Equalization 
Period” of  American educa-
tion. 

Following the 1896 U.S. 
Supreme Court decision of  
Plessy vs. Ferguson, which 

codifi ed “separate but 
equal” educational oppor-
tunities in America during 
the Jim Crow era, schools 
across the nation, especial-
ly in the American South, 
attempted to construct sepa-
rate but equal facilities.

In 1958, Hernando Central 
became one of  the fi rst black 
high schools to be built 
during this time period. The 
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SPRING CLEANING SPECIAL 

$69.95 first unit 

$40.00 each additional  
Includes: 

Chemical Cleaning of Condensing Coils 
Refrigerant Level Check 

Electrical Check 
Offer Expires 6/1/19—Must Mention Coupon Code DTT *Subject to credit approval. See store for details.  

* 

A man is in custody accused of 

stealing a Southaven Police De-

partment squad car and taking it 

into Memphis, where he was later 

captured. 

According to Southaven de-

partment information, Michael 

Larson, age 37 of Memphis, was 

stopped in the area of Booneville 

Drive Wednesday around 12 noon 

by offi cers sent there on a narcot-

ics complaint. 

Offi cers stopped Larson during 

the investigation into the com-

plaint and learned he was being 

sought by the Horn Lake Police 

Department on another warrant.  

Larson was detained, hand-

cuffed and placed in the back of a 

squad car as a result. 

However, Larson was somehow 

able to take possession of the 

car and sped off, leading other 

offi cers to follow him on a chase 

that led into Memphis, where he 

was stopped and apprehended by 

Memphis Police offi cers.  

Southaven authorities say 

their investigation is continuing 

into the incident and Larson is 

currently charged with taking a 

motor vehicle. 

They add more charges will be 

fi led at a later time.  

Thursday morning, Larson 

was listed as being held in Shelby 

County on several charges. 

Those charges include theft of 

property between $10,000-$60,000 

and resisting offi cial detention. 

Larson was scheduled to appear 

in court for the fi rst time Friday 

morning.  
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A worker fi nishes the 
base for the marker 
that is being erected in 
front of Oak Grove Cen-
tral Elementary School 
in Hernando Thursday 
afternoon. The marker 
to signify the site of 
the old Hernando Cen-
tral High School will 
be dedicated Saturday 
morning.

Event honors Hernando school history
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