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Just weeks after moving to Mississippi, Tracie 

Simmons’ homemade salsa has become one of 

the most high-demand products on Facebook. 

Salsa sensation

See page 8

The local Daughters of the American 

Revolution chapter is celebrating

Constitution Week starting today.

Constitution week

See page 16

The number of cases continues to rise, but 

the outlook for the county may be improving.

COVID-19 in school and jail

See page 3
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Gun sales on historic rise across county

Endangered goats find refuge in DeSoto County

A year marked by a pandemic, 

mass protests and a presidential elec-

tion has caused a surge in gun and 

ammunition sales nationwide. Gun 

sellers across DeSoto County have 

experienced unprecedented demand 

since March. Pistols, shotguns and 

semi-automatic rifles are all flying off 

of store shelves like never before. 

“Anything modern and high-ca-

pacity is selling,” said Joey Lenn, 

owner of Southern Guns in Nesbit. 

Gun sales always increase across 

the country during election years. 

Lenn saw a substantial bump follow-

ing the election of President Barack 

Obama in 2008. He saw an even bigger 

increase following the Sandy Hook 

Elementary School shooting in 2012, 

but it only lasted for one month. The 

consistency of this year’s spike is what 

sets it apart. 

For Lenn, the gun business 

“sucked” before sales skyrocketed 

in March. He had to significantly 

decrease his profit margins just to 

move inventory. Now, Lenn has the 

opposite problem: he can’t even get 

what his customers want to buy. This 

has forced him to cut store hours and 

put him at the whim of distributors. 

“I can’t pick up the phone and 

order what I want anymore,” Lenn 

said.  “I get allocated. You can buy 

‘X’ this week. It’s play ‘Let’s Make A 

Deal.’” 

People are buying guns because 

they’re afraid, according to Lenn. Why 

are they afraid? He won’t say. 

“As long as their money is good, I 

don’t ask,” Lenn said.

A few miles away in Southaven, 

more guns are being sold at Bullfrog 

Corner Pawn Shop than at any point 

in its 34-year history. Danny Metcalf, 

Bullfrog’s owner, had to hire extra 

part-time workers four months ago just 

to keep up with all the new customers. 

The store has a reputation that 

brings people in from as far away as 

Georgia. Local radio stations some-

times feature advertisements to “come 

see why people come from three states 

to Bullfrog.”

“I wouldn’t have ever thought that 

people drive as far as they do for guns,” 

Metcalf said. 

Some popular guns have been 

Down winding roads outside of 

Hernando, an open field on an unas-

suming piece of land is home to a trip 

of over 20 goats that are sometimes 

rented out to be nature’s weedwackers, 

and other times used to produce dairy 

products.

The goats do things that humans — 

even with pesticides, power tools and 

heavy machinery — find difficult to do 

alone, like clearing acres of kudzu. This 

breed of goats, though, has done some-

thing more remarkable: they survived 

near extinction.

Teresa Gregory, who has had other 

breeds of goats long before learning 

about the endangered Guernsey goats 

in an article, was struck when she read 

about them.

“I said then, ‘I want those goats at 

some point,’” she said. “Last I heard, 

there were less than 1,000 in the United 

States, so that has become our focus.”

The Guernseys, with a distinct 

golden color and long hair, are known 

to be a kind breed that can mingle with 

poultry and other livestock. 

“They’re a wonderful, gentle, easy-

going goat,” she said. “They each have 

their own personalities, they’re like 

your babies.”

Each of Gregory’s goats has a name 

— Saban, Moses, Tua and Lazarus 

are just a few — and she knows who 

is who, even across the field. When 

she calls from a distance, they seem 

Northcentral Connect announced 

the first two phases of its fiber-to-the-

home project, which plans to bring 

broadband internet to underserved 

parts of the county by using a 

grant from a COVID-19 relief bill 

alongside company investments. 

“We are investing daily in this 

community, and we want our 

fiber to be a project to benefit the 

community,” Kevin Doddridge, 

CEO of Northcentral Electric Coop-

erative, said. “A gigabyte speed is 

a game changer, especially for 

families.”

Some residents in rural parts 

of DeSoto County, though, say 

that the plan leaves out people 

who really need the access while 

including households that already 

have other internet options.

“I have not had home inter-

net since 2013,” Shannon Franks, 

who will not be offered internet 

through phase one of the project, 

said. “We were under the impres-

sion that it was going to be able to 

service my area as well as west of 

305, south of 305 and other rural 

areas. That is not what they’re 

doing, at least not now.”

Franks said that her family 

relies on cell service to do every-

thing from schoolwork to using 

the internet. She has two children 

in high school who have difficulty 

completing their schoolwork 

because even the cell service can 
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Investigation into AT&T 

grant use in north

Mississippi opens
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More guns have been sold at Bullfrog Pawn Shop in 2020 than at any point in the store’s 34 year history.
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