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The fight continues

As the Mississippi state legislative 

session is in its fi nal days, a deadline 

looms for supporters of  a move to restrict 

the ability of  municipal governments in 

DeSoto County to annex land into the city 

limits.  

Friday is the deadline for the introduc-

tion of  local and private bills that are not 

revenue bills.  

One such bill facing the deadline is 

specifi c to DeSoto County and its commu-

nities.  

Listed as House Bill 1739, the measure is 

specifi c to the county and would provide 

certain annexation procedure for any city 

within the county to annex a portion of  the 

county.  

DeSoto County’s seven state represen-

tatives are behind the bill, which was 

sent to the Local and Private Legislation 

House Committee. State Rep. Robert Foster 

(R-Hernando) is the principal author of  

the bill that has state Reps. Dana Criswell 

(R-Olive Branch), Dan Eubanks (R-Walls), 

Jeff  Hale (R-Nesbit), Bill Kinkade (R-By-

halia), Ashley Henley (R-Southaven), and 

Steve Hopkins (R-Southaven) as additional 

sponsors.  

The bill is a last effort this session for 

residents, led by the group Fight4DeSoto, 

to legislatively limit DeSoto County com-

munities in the annexation process.  

Residents went up in arms when the city 

of  Olive Branch voted last November to 

annex about 50 square miles into the city. 

Areas that are affected are Lewisburg, 

Pleasant Hill, Bridgetown, Center Hill, 

and Cedar View communities.  If  fi nalized, 

Olive Branch would grow by about 14,000 

residents and add about 5,000 homes. 

Olive Branch contends the city has spent 

millions into utilities over two decades to 

the areas and their ability to offer services 

has helped the areas become more attrac-

tive to growth. 

Mayor Scott Phillips, when the board vot-

ed to move forward on annexation, stated, 

Aldermen 
to meet 
Tuesday

Municipal governments in 

DeSoto County return to their 

meeting rooms Tuesday as 

Boards of Aldermen gather in 

regular session. 

Among the items on the agen-

da for the Southaven Board of 

Aldermen Tuesday will be the 

awarding of bids for the Green-

brook Indoor Softball Training 

Facility.  

Bids were advertised in Jan-

uary for the 7,800-square-foot 

facility, which is being funded 

as one of the city’s projects in 

the Parks Enhancement and 

Expansion Plan. 

Mayor Darren Musselwhite 

said it would become a state-

of-the-art facility with several 

amenities.  

The softball improvements 

have been part of a push for 

the city since Musselwhite was 

fi rst elected mayor in 2013 and 

is expected to mirror features 

of local college facilities.  

Other items on the Southaven 

agenda will address memoran-

dums of understand with the 

City of Olive Branch regarding 

the Belle Pointe sewer con-

nection agreement and with 

DeSoto County regarding the 

Stateline Road bridge project.  

Olive Branch aldermen will 

also consider the Belle Pointe 

sewer agreement with South-

aven at their meeting Tuesday 

evening. Aldermen will also 

Opponents to annexation support new bill eff ort

Bob Bakken|DTT

Former Mississippi Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Bill Waller Jr., shown 

during a stop in DeSoto County, 
has joined Hernando state Rep. 

Robert Foster to debate each oth-
er at Mississippi State University 

in April. The third major Repub-
lican candidate, Lt. Gov. Tate 

Reeves, declined the invitation 
by the College Republicans at the 
Starkville school to appear at the 

same event.

Foster, Waller to debate at Mississippi State
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‘It gives us a voice that we’ve 
been asking for when it comes 

to annexation.’

Jamie Ross, Fight4DeSoto
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State Reps. Dana Criswell (R-Olive Branch) and Steve Hopkins (R-Southaven) listen during an informational meeting held in February by 
opponents of the eff ort by Olive Branch city offi  cials at annexation. Hopkins is the principal author of a last-ditch attempt this session to 
add restrictions to annexation proposals by DeSoto County cities.  
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Republicans at Mississippi State Univer-
sity have invited three of the major candi-
dates from their party to discuss issues in 
early April on the Starkville campus.  

That invitation has been accepted by 
two of the three candidates invited, but 
the third candidate will not attend. 

A news release from the College Re-
publicans at Mississippi State University 

Friday announced plans for a primary 
debate on Tuesday, April 2, beginning at 
6:30 p.m. The debate is to be held at Bet-
tersworth Auditorium inside Lee Hall on 
the Starkville campus. 

Group president Adam Sabes said in 
the release that state Rep. Robert Foster 
(R-Hernando) and former Mississippi 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Bill Waller 
Jr. both had agreed to participate.  

SEE FOSTER, WALLER, P2
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