
This week typically starts 
the finalizing of plans for high 
school seniors set to graduate 
and move into another phase of 
their life.  Graduation ceremo-
nies, parties, family gatherings 
are all about to happen. But not 
so much for many this year.  

For the high school Class of 
2020, the coronavirus pandem-
ic has squelched many of the 
memories the youngsters were 
about to make and savor for the 
rest of their lives. Instead, the 

expectant seniors will be deal-
ing with the addition of social 
distancing to their vocabulary, 
and limitations on the number 
of people who could be together 
at one time, which included 
their being able to have their 
moment, a moment to share 
the excitement of having 
accomplished this part of their 
educational life. 

For 23 high school seniors 
this past weekend, the mile-
stone was noted in a special, 
and big way. Their celebration 
event was hosted by someone 
who knows how to put together 

big events, and this event lived 
up to expectations.

Chuk Cole is the owner-op-
erator of Cole Entertainment 
Services, a company known 

for providing event labor, 
and lives west of Hernando. 
About this time of year, Cole’s 
company is usually putting 
together staging and such for 

the famous Beale Street Music 
Festival at Memphis’ Tom 
Lee Park. Concert events at 
the Landers Center, Bancorp-
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Your favorite places to eat have begun 

to reopen after a tough month or more of 

business. When the coronavirus pan-

demic first appeared, state orders had 

kept dining areas closed and forced some 

restaurants to close completely or start 

only offering curbside pickup or delivery 

of their meals.  

As Gov. Tate Reeves recently relaxed 

measures for allowing but limiting the 

size of gatherings inside restaurants, 

DeSoto County eateries have begun a 

slow transition away from their busi-

ness operations in the past month of the 

pandemic.  

For instance, Melissa Cookston of 

Memphis Barbecue Company in Horn 

Lake said the restaurant reopened at 50 

percent capacity on May 7. Cookston said 

the strict state guidelines for reopening 

have been followed.  

“The state mandated that we separate 

tables by six feet, and only seat groups 

of six or less,” Cookston said. “All of 

our servers and hosts wear masks at all 

times, and we have sanitation proce-

dures exceeding the standards of the 

CDC.  We wash all tables/booths, etc 

with hot, soapy water, then sanitation 

solution, then we pass a virus-destroying 

UV light over everything.  We are con-

stantly wiping down points of contact, 

such as doors, as well.”

The timing of the pandemic’s start 

hit the restaurant hard, Cookston said, 

because March is typically the start 

of a “super-busy” season, as she put it.  

Priority one was keeping as many em-

ployees on the job as possible, although 

there were some furloughs. However, as 

Cookston said, “We were able to quickly 

call everyone back and still are looking 

to hire more people.”

COVID-19
 UPDATE

The death toll from DeSoto 

County of those who have died 

from COVID-19, or coronavi-

rus, has remained again at 

five, according to the newest 

statistical report out Wednes-

day from the Mississippi State 

Department of Health.

Two DeSoto County victims 

were identified as black/Afri-

can-Americans and three were 

white/Caucasian. One of the 

five was in a DeSoto County 

long-term care facility.

In Mississippi, the number of 

new deaths statewide is now at 

465, or eight more from Tues-

day’s report. 

DeSoto County’s number of 

total cases for the virus since 

March 11 is at 350, an increase 

of four from the last daily 

report.

Among the new cases re-

ported from DeSoto County 

is an employee at Olive Grove 

Terrace senior living facility 

in Olive Branch, as reported 

by its owner Americare. The 

worker last worked at Olive 

Grove Terrace on May 6 and 

the wellness check that day 

showed no symptoms. 

However, symptoms devel-

oped while off work, and the 

employee was tested on May 8. 

The positive result came back 

DeSoto County restaurants slowly return to business

 Bob Bakken|DTT

Memphis Barbecue Company in Horn Lake is one of the DeSoto County restaurants that have reopened adhering to strict state directives from 

Gov. Tate Reeves Safer-At-Home executive order. Memphis Barbecue Company continued operating when the pandemic appeared through 

delivery, online ordering, and curbside pickup. 
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The 23 high school seniors honored by a graduation event put on at the home of Chuk and Jamie Cole, located 

west of Hernando. The party featured food, fireworks, and a program highlighting their accomplishments on 

a stage set up by Cole Entertainment Services, a regional leader in live event production business.  

A graduation party made 
extra special
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‘This has been a major trauma 
for the restaurant industry, and 
I fear many restaurants will be 

closed permanently.’

Melissa Cookston,
 Memphis Barbecue Company
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